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Dow AgroSciences submission to the New South Wales Review of the Gene 
Technology (GM Crop Moratorium) Act 2003. 
 
This submission to the review of the NSW Government’s Gene Technology (GM 
Crop Moratorium Act 2003 [The Act] supports the submission made by CropLife 
Australia, of which Dow AgroSciences is a member. 
 
Dow AgroSciences LLC, based in Indianapolis, Indiana, USA, is a global leader in 
providing pest management, biotechnology and crop products that improve the quality 
and quantity of the earth's food supply and contribute to improving the health and 
quality of life of the world's growing population.  Dow AgroSciences has 
approximately 5,500 people in more than 50 countries dedicated to its business, and 
has worldwide sales of U.S. $3.4 billion.  Dow AgroSciences is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of The Dow Chemical Company that has global sales of $49 billion. 

Dow AgroSciences is dedicated to serving the world's growing population via 
revolutionary solutions.  Innovation to do so can come from every corner of the globe, 
and international collaboration is important to turn science into solutions.  This 
international collaboration extends to Australia.  Dow AgroSciences and Dow have 
current investments in Australian universities and government research organisations.  
The extent of this collaboration has the potential to significantly expand if there is a 
clear path to market for genetically modified crops.  While the State moratoria are in 
place there is currently no clear path to market, hence investment is hindered. 

Dow AgroSciences has a large investment in biotechnology either through natural 
breeding or genetic modification as can be seen from the range of innovative seed 
technology available to farmers in other countries. 

1. Nutra-Clear NT™, a "next generation" Omega-9 Canola Oil, is made from 
naturally bred NEXERA™ canola seeds developed by Dow AgroSciences. 
These Omega-9 Oils are the "next generation" in cooking oils due to their 
package of superior taste, health and performance.  Many major fast food 
chains around the world, including in Australia, have moved to using these 
oils.  The global capacity to provide more than two billion kilograms of 
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Omega-9 Canola Oil enables the immediate conversion by foodservice and 
food processing companies to a zero trans fat alternative. 

2. Sunflower high-oleic oil from the Mycogen® brand hybrid varieties that have 
resistance to all the known races of downy mildew in the United States.  

3. The Herculex ® grain corn hybrids contain several stacked-trait hybrids 
including HERCULEX® XTRA Insect Protection, LibertyLink® and Roundup 
Ready® technologies. 

4. Silage-Specific™ corn hybrids.  Industry-leading line-up of Silage-Specific 
BMR corn hybrids gives lower lignin content for the highest fibre digestibility 
and higher dry matter intake to give more milk.  Many of these corn hybrids 
are available with HERCULEX® XTRA Insect Protection that provide in-
plant insect protection against corn rootworm, European corn borer, western 
bean cutworm and black cutworm.  All HERCULEX hybrids contain the 
LibertyLink® trait and many are available with Roundup Ready® Corn 2 
technology for multiple herbicide options. 

5. Supercede™ HE High Energy corn hybrids deliver more oil per hecatare for 
higher energy and profitability in swine and poultry production.  Advanced 
breeding techniques provide solid agronomics for consistent and competitive 
yields to make Supercede HE a better feeding alternative to conventional corn 
hybrids. Several Supercede HE corn hybrids are available with HERCULEX® 
I Insect Protection. 

6. Mycogen® brand alfalfa provide excellent yield potential, high-quality forage, 
disease and pest resistance, and herbicide tolerance technology. 

7. Mycogen® brand sorghum hybrids are bred with favourable characteristics to 
adapt to a range of environments such as drought tolerance. 

8. Atlas brand soybean products are available with the latest advancements in 
trait technology.  Tolerant to over-the-top applications of Roundup® herbicide.   

The State moratoria that are in place in Australia is a disincentive for Dow 
AgroSciences and Dow to bring its in-depth global expertise and technologies listed 
above, to assist in developing improved varieties of crops important above to 
Australian farmers. 

In light of changes and growth in the global marketplace for genetically modified 
crops, the purpose of the Act should be reviewed and the Act repealed.  The uptake of 
GM crops around the world has grown as has their share of international trade over 
the last decade.  All the evidence from this global experience shows that customer 
requirements can be met through co-existence of GM crops with conventional ones.  
Australian farmers have to date moved cautiously in their support of gene technology 
for food crops.  However, their associations are now embracing the technology due to 
Australian agriculture now having the necessary safeguards in place to grow GM 
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crops in co-existence with conventional crops and responsibly harness the 
opportunities offered by gene technology.   

It is no longer just the global technology providers who are calling for an end to the 
State moratoria as is claimed by the opponents of GM technology.  It is also the 
farmers themselves.  To quote from a recent media release. 

The National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) says Australian farmers have been 
‘left behind’ by an international marketplace that has already embraced 
GM as a safe and viable science. Australian farmers are now being ‘held 
back’ from cutting-edge farm techniques, based on out-dated hysteria. 
“What was once a prudent ‘wait and see’ policy, is no longer viable,” NFF 
President David Crombie said. “The science is in… the world has moved on 
from the traditional and overtly emotional arguments against GM crops. 
Australia now must play catch up – and do so quickly – to ensure we win a 
much greater share of world markets, opportunities which until the GM 
moratoria are scrapped, will continue to pass us by.   

“Farmers must have the opportunity to adopt the method of production 
best suited to their customers’ needs – be that GM, conventional, organic 
or any combination of these methods… points of differentiation they can 
pursue to meet marketplace desires. 

“It is the marketplace – both domestic and international – that is 
demanding the introduction of GM crops. The ‘status quo’ will not do. State 
and Territory Governments must not arbitrarily deny farmers pursuing 
sensible, scientifically-proven and time-tested methods of production. 

“Australian farmers are well-placed to responsibly harness the enormous 
opportunities gene technology offers… reducing use of pesticides and 
herbicides, maximising water efficiency, resilience in adverse growing 
conditions and boosting production yields.” 

While pushing for the State moratoria to be lifted, the NFF says the 
production decisions of one farmer should not unreasonably impinge on 
the ability of other farmers in meeting the requirements and expectations 
of the market they chose to meet. 

“As with any new technology, it is vital that producers identify and 
thoroughly assess potential risks, and implement strategies to 
appropriately manage them,” Mr Crombie added. “The NFF is satisfied 
appropriate Australian safeguards exist to ensure food safety and the 
sustained integrity of organic and conventional food production. 

“In fact, Australia’s Gene Technology Act 2000 establishes standards 
regarded as the world’s most stringent for assessing GM plants for human 
and environmental safety. Australia’s rigorous gene technology regulatory 
system, and the careful process required to meet commercialisation, 
means that, with the exception of cotton and canola, new GM plant 
varieties are unlikely to be ready for another seven years –highlighting 
just how far behind Australian farmers are in the world market. 



     Improving Quality of Life. 
*©™ Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC  ® Registered trademarks 

Page 4 

“The moratoria had their day. Uptake of gene technology will result in 
substantial benefits for Australian farmers, the environment, consumers 
and Australia’s place in the international economy.” 

The CropLife Australia submission outlines an initiative for industry to self-manage 
canola.  The principles within this initiative are also applicable to other GM crops and 
if necessary could become an industry managed code of practice.  If governments 
wish to underpin this code of practice by government legislation further consultation 
with affected stakeholders would be required. 

While GM crop moratoria are in place, even when an approval is obtained from the 
OGTR, each State may impose a moratorium on growing the crop based on political 
whim.  There is no incentive for technology providers to conduct the 3-5 years 
(minimum) preliminary work on Australian crop varieties required to commercialise 
technology already in place elsewhere if a Federal approval can be overridden by a 
State Government.  Removing the moratorium on canola only does not remove the 
disincentive for investment in other crops.   

Dow AgroSciences has a number of areas where it may invest in Australia if there 
was a clear path to market, however this information is commercially sensitive.  This 
information is appended as confidential information and Dow AgroSciences requests 
that the committee treat this information as commercial-in-confidence. 

Concern has been raised about the agreements between the technology providers have 
and growers unfairly penalising farmers if they fail to meet the terms of the 
agreement.  Agreements are not a disincentive to growers as approximately 10 million 
farmers in 22 other countries have embraced this technology and agreed to these 
conditions.  Each technology provider has a different business model for seed supply 
which provides diversity and competition in the marketplace for farmers.  An example 
of the corn agreement Dow AgroSciences uses in the USA is appended and is also 
available, along with other supporting documents at 
http://www.dowagro.com/herculex/index.htm.  These agreements can also vary by 
crop and the one for cotton (WideStrikeTM Insect Protection) can be found at 
http://www.dowagro.com/widestrike/resource/  

Concern has also been raised about the technology providers restricting the 
availability of analytical methods to test for the presence of GM sequences in seed-
lines.  These methods are made available under confidential contracts to bonafide 
analytical laboratories that have the capacity to use these methods and interpret the 
results. 

 

Dow AgroSciences supports the CropLife Australia position on the Act and in 
particular recommends that the: 

• The Act be repealed and be replaced by a code of practice that allows industry to 
responsibly manage the commercialisation of GM crops.  This code of practice 
would require the broad supply chain to agree to the introduction of a particular 
crop and if there is a substantiated objection by a sector of the supply chain then 

http://www.dowagro.com/herculex/index.htm
http://www.dowagro.com/widestrike/resource/


commercialisation would not proceed until the objection was resolved.  It is 
envisaged that an organisation such as NACMA would have a leading role to play 
in the oversight of this code of practice.  If government wished to give the code of 
practice legislative support then further consultation with the affected 
stakeholders would be required.  

 
• Should the Act be retained an exemption process must be put in place to allow a 

transparent science based decision on the commercialisation of crops approved 
by the OGTR. 

 
• Dow AgroSciences, while not an immediate participant as a GM canola seed 

supplier, supports the repeal of the canola regulations currently preventing its 
commercialisation.  Commercialisation of GM canola would allow farmers to 
choose improved varieties and also demonstrate the ability of the industry to self-
manage the co-existence of GM crops without direct government intervention. 

 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Matthew Cahill  PhD 
Product Technology Leader 
Dow AgroSciences Australia Limited. 
.
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Technology User Agreements 
 
Full information about the growing of HERCULEX® Insect Protection Bt Corn 
including the Product Use Guide can be found at 
http://www.dowagro.com/herculex/index.htm. 
 
The following agreement only covers the use of the seed for growing of the crop it 
does not cover the harvested crop.  The primary purpose of the agreement is to 
ensure that growers adhere to the insect resistance management strategy (outlined 
in the Product Use Guide) mandated by the EPA. 
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