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AQUACULTURE FARMS

The location of aquaculture farms is dictated primarily by the 
environmental constraints of the species being grown. Some species 
such as Silver Perch and yabbies are grown widely across the state, while 
prawns are grown on the far north coast, mussels near Eden and trout on 
the southern and northern slopes. Hatcheries that produce fingerlings 
for aquaculture farms, stocking of farm dams and aquarium fish are also 
located throughout NSW. Prawns
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AQUACULTURE PRODUCTION
NON OYSTER
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Non oyster aquaculture production includes both marine, estuarine and 
land-based farms. The species may be grown in cages, ponds, raceways, 
tanks or a combination these. The facility may be small or occupy many 
hectares in size.

Prawn production was worth $2.43 million in 2009–10, followed by Silver 
Perch at $2.34 million, trout at $1.6 million and Barramundi at $1.05 
million.
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SOCIAL BENEFITS

	 Estimated more than 1500 full and part time jobs, 
predominantly in regional NSW, with approximately 3000 
further jobs caused by the flow-on effect.

	 Aboriginal involvement in the industry providing employment 
opportunities within their communities.

	 A reliable supply of high quality fresh seafood for consumers 
across NSW, and not just along the coast.

	 Tourism opportunities at fishouts, and associated with food 
trails or linked to restaurants.

	 Enhanced recreational fishing stocks through the restocking of 
waterways.

	 Health benefits of seafood—farmed fish are a valuable source 
of Omega-3 fatty acids essential for human health.

SUSTAINABLE AQUACULTURE

NSW DPI encourages the sustainable development of aquaculture through 
the preparation of sustainable aquaculture strategies.

These documents outline industry best management practice and also 
provide a simplified government approvals process for the development of 
an aquaculture farm which demonstrates minimal risk to our environment.

The sustainable aquaculture strategies are integrated with the State 
Environmental Planning Policy No. 62 – Sustainable Aquaculture (SEPP 62) 
which are a key component of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act 1979 which acts to ensure ecologically sustainable aquaculture 
developments.

Aquaculture farms accredited under the NSW Hatchery Quality Assurance 
Scheme provide fish for restocking into NSW waterways and help relieve 
the pressure on wild fisheries. The scheme ensures stocked fish are of the 
highest genetic and health standards.
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	  Aquaculture can complement the supply of seafood from wild 
fisheries as consumer demand for seafood rises.

	 Populations of threatened species can be maintained for later 
restocking into waterways.

	 Employment of industry best practices to ensure sustainable 
development with minimal environmental impacts.

	 Aquaculture is an efficient use of fresh water as it can be used twice: 
once to grow the fish in, then used to grow other crops such as 
hydroponic vegetables, agro-forestry or pastures.

	 Freshwater pond aquaculture in NSW is not permitted to discharge 
water from the farm, therefore protecting our environment.

	 Surveillance of the health of estuarine environments through water 
quality monitoring undertaken by oyster farmers.

	 Oysters in our estuaries act as a filtering system and are a good 
environmental indicator of the health of the estuary.

	 Development that may impact on oyster aquaculture has additional 
scrutiny through the approvals process to ensure it has no detrimental 
impact on estuarine water quality. This protects the health of oysters and 
consequently the health and safety of oyster consumers, recreational fishers 
and other recreational users of the state's estuarine waters.

	 By the end of 2011 it is anticipated that nearly all major oyster 
producing estuaries will have an Environmental Management System 
in place. This outlines the industry’s commitment to best practice and 
estuary protection.

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS POINTS OF INTEREST
	 Aboriginal communities conducted aquaculture using fish traps to 

capture then hold and grow fish for later use.

	 Aquaculture product accounts for over 40% of Australian fisheries 
gross value.

	 Aquaculture has been the fastest growing primary industry in 
Australia with a growth of over 8% per year.

	 Oyster infrastructure provides valuable fish habitat in our estuaries 
and enhances recreational fisheries.

	 Farmed fish are very efficient converters of feed to high quality 
protein.



For more information on aquaculture in NSW 
including an industry directory visit:
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/aquaculture
T: 02  4982 1232
E: information-advisory@dpi.nsw.gov.au 


