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Introduction 

Hunter Water is appreciative of the opportunity to be involved in this review and provide comment 
on the report. Rather than commenting on the entire document, Hunter Water has elected to focus 
on the key recommendations. 

 

Section 4 – Regulatory Framework 

 

HWC Comments:  

Agree. 

 

 

HWC Comments:  

Hunter Water supports the intent of the recommendation but believes that reporting protocols 
should be based on the consequence category of each dam (as is currently the case) where the 
higher consequence category dams require more frequent reporting. This would ensure that the 
costs associated with reporting are commensurate with the risk presented by the dam. 



  Hunter Water also believes that the application of safety standards should be on a dam-by-dam 
basis as every dam has its own individual idiosyncrasies depending the design of each dam. It is 
recommended that development of safety standards is done in consultation with dam owners.   

      

 

HWC Comments:  

Agree. 

 

 

HWC Comments:  

Hunter Water supports this recommendation and believes that the level of contribution from dam 
owners should be relative to the number of dams each owner is responsible for, and the safety risk 
that each dam poses. Hunter Water has a legislated permanent member on the DSC but only owns 
three prescribed dams, one of which is a stormwater detention basin. The cost to Hunter Water to 
provide the permanent member to the DSC is in the order of $100,000 annually with minimal direct 
benefit to Hunter Water. The current situation is not proportional to dam ownership and risk, and 
sees Hunter Water (and others) subsidising other dam owners. 

 

 

HWC Comments:  

Agree. 



 

HWC Comments:  

Agree. 

 

 

HWC Comments:  

Agree. 

 

Section 5 – Safety Standards 

 

HWC Comments:  

The community consultation process should include dam owners to provide both relevant 
operational details and perspectives of the risk to the community, particularly those in the at-risk 
environment. In implementing this recommendation, consideration must be given by the regulator 
to the security implications in providing operational and design details to the general community. As 
a dam owner, Hunter Water would appreciate consultation on the terms of reference of any 
proposed community consultation process before this recommendation is implemented. 

 

 



HWC Comments: 

Agree. 

 

Section 6 – Planning Development Proposals & Mining 

 

HWC Comments: 

Agree. Further to this being incorporated into the planning approval process it also should be 
incorporated into long-term Government settlement and infrastructure planning strategies so that 
dam owners are directly involved and have the opportunity to provide input to this process. 

 

 

HWC Comments: 

Agree. 

 

 

HWC Comments: 

It is critical that the dams Regulator maintain a clearly defined role in approval of mining near 
existing and future potential dam sites. In regard to water loss from dams due to mining activities, it 
is the opinion of Hunter Water that the NSW Office of water be the appropriate regulator and not 
the Dams Safety regulator. Furthermore, dam owners should be compensated for the cost of this 
water by the mining industry for losses incurred where appropriate.  



 

 

Section 7 – Extreme Weather Events & Seismic Activity 

 

HWC Comments: 

Agree. Hunter Water considers that this should be a dual responsibility between the DSC and the 
State Emergency Service (SES). 

 

 

HWC Comments: 

Agree, however in doing so may require refinement to hydrological catchment models and 
additional monitoring, which may necessitate significant investment by dam owners. The evaluation 
should also consider the role that dam owners play in flood alert warnings, which at present is an 
informal by-product of DSEP alert protocols. The responsibility for downstream resident’s 
notification when DSEP alert levels are triggered requires formal clarification in any Dams Safety 
legislation amendments. 

  

Hunter Water has been involved in this review process from its inception and looks forward to being 
involved in the finalisation of this process. 

 

 

 


