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A CHANGE IS IN THE AIR FOR  
RIVERINA AND MUDGEE WINE GROWERS 

 
Minister for Primary Industries, Niall Blair, today announced Riverina and Mudgee 
winegrape growers now have local weather information at right at their fingertips, as a new 
trial delivers online access to a network of weather stations. 
 
Mr Blair said the weather station network is part of the NSW Viticulture Skills Development 
Program, funded by the NSW Government with the NSW Wine Industry Association and 
delivered by the Australian Wine Research Institute.  
 
“The NSW Liberals & Nationals Government is working hand-in-hand with industry to make 
it easier for our farmers to do business,” said Mr Blair, who yesterday visited McWilliams 
Wines Hanwood Estate near Griffith.  
 
“These weather stations log data at 10-minute intervals which can be viewed in real-time 
this means growers have access to the right information to make the best decisions for their 
businesses. 
 
“This initiative allows growers to better predict the potential risk of pest and disease 
outbreaks and make better-informed vineyard management decisions. 
 
“The local information it delivers will help maximise the quality and quantity of future 
vintages and improve the profitability – and that’s great news for NSW winegrape growers.” 
 
Mr Blair said the program is about improving NSW winegrape productivity by boosting 
technical skills and providing access to vital local information. 
 
“Weather data can be broken down by day, week, month or year with measurements of 
temperature, rainfall, humidity, solar radiation and leaf wetness,” Mr Blair said. 
 
“The program also delivers a fortnightly VineWatch newsletter, which delivers information 
on weather, pest and disease outbreaks and grapevine development in the Mudgee and 
Riverina regions.” 
 
Real-time weather data from the Australian Wine Research Institute website is available 
online now, www.awri.com.au/industry_support/weather-nsw/. 
 

http://www.awri.com.au/industry_support/weather-nsw/

