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Animal welfare in drought

Ed Clayton

Former Livestock Officer

Be prepared in a drought

The management of livestock, stocking rates and
nutrition are inextricably linked to animal health and
welfare. In Australia, drought is part of the expected
management cycle, and all producers should plan
in advance for seasonal fluctuations and times
when feed and water will run short. Producers must
ensure that plans are already in place for adjusting
stocking rates and/or supplementing livestock.

The welfare of animals is always of the utmost
importance and in drought particular attention must
be paid to protecting their welfare. Tough decisions
will have to be made, and producers who have
drought-affected stock will need to consider the
effects of any intended actions on their animals.
Any decision made must be humane and
reasonable.

Act early

Delaying action may seem logical but delays
usually reduce the number of choices available.
Therefore, you must act early while stock are still fit
and strong.

Relieve animal suffering

If the situation has deteriorated to the point where
stock are suffering, you must immediately relieve
the situation by feeding or agisting stock, or
sending stock to slaughter. In desperate cases,
stock may need to be humanely destroyed. It is not
an option to just let nature take its course.

SCARM Model Codes of Practice for the
Welfare of Animals

The Primary Industries Standing Committee (PISC)
supports the Primary Industries Ministerial Council
of Australia and New Zealand (PIMC). PISC was

previously known as SCARM (the Standing
Committee on Agriculture and Resource
Management) and supported the Agriculture and
Resource Management Council of Australia and
New Zealand (ARMCANZ). There are several
SCARM Model Codes of Practice for the Welfare of
Animals, which are key reference books containing
advice on animal welfare. These Codes of Practice
are essential for all people involved in livestock
industries. They describe basic standards of animal
care that the community accepts as reasonable.
For example, the Australian Model Code of
Practice for the Welfare of Animals: The Sheep
states that:

‘Sheep being fed for survival should be observed
carefully at feeding times. Weak animals may
require segregation for special treatment.

‘Sheep should not be allowed to starve to death.
Where minimal water and food requirements
cannot be met, they should be agisted, sent for
slaughter or humanely destroyed on the property.
Drought-affected sheep are highly susceptible to
stress and require careful handling:

i. if they are unable to rise and walk, they should be
humanely destroyed on site;

ii. if they go down after limited exercise, they are
not fit to travel and should be humanely destroyed
on the property.

iii. if they are still able to walk, they should be
agisted or sent directly to the nearest slaughtering
plant. They should not be consigned through
saleyards.’

Useful codes

e Report 29. Australian Model Code of Practice for
the Welfare of Animals: The Sheep

¢ Report 32. Australian Model Code of Practice for
the Welfare of Animals: The Goat

¢ Report 39. Australian Model Code of Practice for
the Welfare of Animals: Cattle
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¢ Report 63. Australian Model Code of Practice for
the Welfare of Animals: Land Transport of Pigs

¢ Report 66. Australian Model Code of Practice for
the Welfare of Animals: The Pig (2nd edition)

e Report 77. Australian Model Code of Practice for
the Welfare of Animals: Land Transport of Cattle

e Australian Model Code of Practice for the
Welfare of Animals: Road Transport of Livestock

Some of these codes are available online at:
www.publish.csiro.au/nid/22/sid/11

Some can be purchased from:
CSIRO Publishing, PO Box 1139,
Collingwood Vic 3066.

Freecall 1800 645 051

NSW Legislation

In NSW the general law relating to animal welfare
is The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979.

This Act states that:

‘A person in charge of an animal shall not fail to
provide the animal with food, drink or shelter, or
any of them, which, in each case, is proper and
sufficient and which it is reasonably practicable in
the circumstances for the person to provide.’

This means that the carer of an animal must
provide at least maintenance feed to prevent the
animal from distress and starvation, even in
drought.

Further information

Further information on animal welfare can be
obtained from the RSPCA. They are listed in the
phone book under ‘RSPCA’ and their internet
address is www.rspcansw.org.au

© State of New South Wales
through NSW Department of Primary Industries 2007

ISSN 1832-6668
Replaces Agnote DAI-164

Check for updates of this Primefact at:
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/primefacts

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is
based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing
(January 2007). However, because of advances in
knowledge, users are reminded of the need to ensure that
information upon which they rely is up to date and to check
currency of the information with the appropriate officer of
New South Wales Department of Primary Industries or the
user’s independent adviser.

Recognising that some of the information in this document is
provided by third parties, the State of New South Wales, the
author and the publisher take no responsibility for the
accuracy, currency, reliability and correctness of any
information included in the document provided by third
parties.

Job number 7112

PRIMEFACT 327, ANIMAL WELFARE IN DROUGHT 2


http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/22/sid/11.htm
http://www.rspcansw.org.au/
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/primefacts

	Be prepared in a drought
	Act early
	Relieve animal suffering
	SCARM Model Codes of Practice for the Welfare of Animals
	Useful codes
	NSW Legislation
	 Further information


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts false
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 115
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.29565
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 115
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.29565
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 115
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.29565
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [125 125]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


