
  

MAY 2008  PRIMEFACT 662   (REPLACES OJD INFORMATION SHEETS 3  &  4 )   

OJD – do you buy or sell restocker 
sheep?
Animal Biosecurity Unit 

Since ovine Johne’s disease (OJD) was found in 
Australia in 1980, it has proven to be a costly 
disease. It spreads slowly, is difficult to detect early 
on, reduces weight gain and wool production and 
can kill about 10% of adult sheep each year if left 
unmanaged. 

OJD often spreads through trade of infected sheep. 

If you buy in sheep, don’t buy OJD in with them. If 
you do buy it in, you not only infect your own flock, 
you also put your neighbours and district at risk 
because the disease can cross fences. 

You need a lot more than a casual assurance to 
protect your flock. 

You need written information about OJD assurance 
or risk in the animals you’re considering buying – 
you’ll find it on the Sheep Health Statement. (See 
Primefact 664 for an explanation of the Statement 
and a guide to understanding the information that 
will be provided to you on a statement the next time 
you purchase or agist sheep.) 

How do I provide OJD information about the 
sheep I’m selling? 
You do this by filling out a Sheep Health Statement 
(see Primefact 664 for an explanation). The 
Statement allows you to provide information about 
your flock and to declare, in writing, that you have 
undertaken positive actions such as vaccinating or 
testing. 

The Statement outlines how to accrue Assurance 
Based Credit (ABC) points for each declaration up 
to a maximum of 10 points. 

More credit points mean safer sheep. 

 

Where do I find a Sheep Health Statement 
(SHS)? 
• You can download the Sheep Health Statement 

form from the web or follow the links from 
http://www.ojdinfo.nsw.gov.au 

• Ask your agent for a copy, or 

• Ask at your Rural Lands Protection Board office. 

What should I, as a buyer, do to protect my 
flock and my neighbours’ flocks? 
Always insist on a completed Sheep Health 
Statement before you buy. 

In NSW the Statement became compulsory from 17 
January 2004 for all sales and agistment of 
restocker sheep, except ‘exempt’ sheep. 

Use the Assurance Based Credit (ABC) points on 
the Statement to assess the level of assurance for 
the sheep you’re considering buying or agisting. 

What should buyers look for on the Sheep 
Health Statement? 

Look for sheep that have credits for some, or all, of 
the following: 

• vaccinated as lambs or vaccinated before 
being exposed to the disease, 

• from a flock in the Market Assurance 
Program (SheepMAP), 

• from a flock with a good vaccination history, 
• from a flock with a good testing history, 
• from a flock with minimal introductions, 
• from a flock in a low prevalence area. 

Remember, the more ABC points the sheep have, 
the safer they are. 

The Statement also provides important information 
on the history of the consigned sheep and any 
introduction into their flock over the past two years. 

 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/216511/NSHS-form.pdf
http://www.ojdinfo.nsw.gov.au/
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How can the Sheep Health Statement help 
to protect trade? 
The Sheep Health Statement provides a means for 
sellers to promote the sheep with the best OJD 
assurance. It will also be the most valuable tool by 
which buyers can minimise risk. 

See Primefact 664 OJD – the sheep health 
statement for a guide to understanding the 
information that you will need to provide on a 
Sheep Health Statement the next time you offer 
sheep for sale or agistment. For more information 
go to www.ojdinfo.nsw.gov.au

How do I know if there is much disease in 
my area? 
The declaration in category A of section 2 of the 
SHS is about the prevalence of OJD in flocks in 
your area. 

You can get this information from your local Rural 
Lands Protection Board, any NSW DPI office, or 
www.ojdinfo.nsw.gov.au

How important is vaccination with Gudair® 
vaccine? 
Gudair® vaccine is the key tool for managing OJD. 
By vaccinating at lamb marking all the lambs you 
plan to sell as restockers, you are taking the best 
possible action to protect your sheep, maximise 
your market, and protect your clients. 

Gudair  also works well in older sheep as long as 
they are vaccinated before being exposed to OJD 
bacteria. 

What is an ‘approved vaccinate’? 
An ‘approved vaccinate’ is: 

• A lamb vaccinated before 16 weeks, or 

• older sheep certified in writing by an approved 
SheepMAP veterinarian as being vaccinated 
before being exposed to the OJD bacteria. 

An approved vaccinate must be identified by an 
NLIS V-tag. 

• A list of approved SheepMAP vets is available 
from Animal Health Australia. 

What about testing for OJD? 
Testing is of most value if it is done under the 
Sheep Market Assurance Program (SheepMAP).  

This means you have an agreement with an 
approved SheepMAP veterinarian to manage your 
flock according to the rules of the SheepMAP 
quality assurance program. The program is 
designed to help you to minimise the risk of OJD 
entering your flock. 

You can also get a veterinarian to do a Pooled 
Faecal Culture test (PFC), called the dung test. 
This means taking dung samples from 350 sheep 
and having them tested at a laboratory. A negative 
result means it is unlikely that your flock is infected, 
but it is not a guarantee.  

A negative abattoir inspection result also provides 
valuable management information. Again it means 
your flock is less likely to be infected, but it is not 
an absolute guarantee of freedom. 

Further information 
For more information go to www.ojdinfo.nsw.gov.au 
or for information on the Sheep Health Statement 
see Primefact no 664. 

The information in this Primefact was adapted from 
the previous OJD Information sheets 3 & 4  by 
Therese Wright, Policy Officer, Animal Biosecurity Unit. 

© State of New South Wales through NSW Department of 
Primary Industries 2007. You may copy, distribute and 
otherwise freely deal with this publication for any purpose, 
provided that you attribute NSW Department of Primary 
Industries as the owner. 

ISSN 1832-6668 

Check for updates of this Primefact at: 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/primefacts  

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is 
based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing 
(May 2008). However, because of advances in knowledge, 
users are reminded of the need to ensure that information 
upon which they rely is up to date and to check currency of 
the information with the appropriate officer of New South 
Wales Department of Primary Industries or the user’s 
independent adviser.  
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http://www.ojdinfo.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.ojdinfo.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.animalhealthaustralia.com.au/APAV/UserInterface/Home.aspx
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http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/primefacts

	How do I provide OJD information about the sheep I’m selling?
	Where do I find a Sheep Health Statement (SHS)?
	What should I, as a buyer, do to protect my flock and my neighbours’ flocks?
	What should buyers look for on the Sheep Health Statement?
	How can the Sheep Health Statement help to protect trade?
	How do I know if there is much disease in my area?
	How important is vaccination with Gudair® vaccine?
	What is an ‘approved vaccinate’?
	 What about testing for OJD?
	Further information


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 115
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.29565
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 115
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.29565
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 115
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.29565
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /NLD <>
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [125 125]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


