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HARVEST KICKS OFF FOR 2014 CROP VARIETY TRIALS  
 
Harvesting has this week commenced on more than 18,000 trial plots planted in NSW as 
part of the 2014 Grains Research and Development Corporation (GRDC) National Variety 
Trials (NVT) program, Minister for Primary Industries, Katrina Hodgkinson, said today. 
 
“More than 18,000 trial plots will be harvested at 60 sites, including at Department of 
Primary Industries (DPI) research centres and in partnership with farmers in key southern, 
central and northern cropping regions,” Ms Hodgkinson said. 
 
“Harvest has this week started for canola and faba bean crops, starting in the north and 
central parts of the State, including Trangie, Gilgandra and Moree.  
 
“More than 10 different crop types are being put through their paces again this year, 
allowing researchers to compare yield, grain quality, and disease and crop management in 
different environments across NSW. 
 
“After a great start to the season, followed by drier spring conditions, trial sites in central 
and southern NSW are still in good condition. 
 
“Like many crops across NSW, some trial sites however have been hit by severe frosts in 
winter, while those planted in the north west have suffered lower yield and poorer grain 
quality as a result of dry conditions.” 
 
Ms Hodgkinson said the majority of trials have been planted on-farm, in co-operation with 
farmers on their properties. 
 
“This partnership with farmers allows research to be undertaken in commercial settings and 
allows the capture of key information for the different production regions across NSW,” Ms 
Hodgkinson said. 
 
“The NVT trials evaluate the localised performance of different varieties and can be 
inspected by growers and agribusinesses at DPI and GRDC field days.” 
 
Ms Hodgkinson said the data captured through the NVT trials has contributed to 
breakthrough research, including selecting new high-yielding crop varieties, testing optimal 
disease and weed control and improved management techniques. 
 
“This crucial research is part of a joint DPI-GRDC $140 million portfolio of projects across 
NSW,” Ms Hodgkinson said. 
 


