
Follow sheep through time to find out.

PRETTY BAAAAAAAD!

sheep arrive in Australia with the First Fleet 

13 merino sheep arrive in Australia. Some are sold 

Follow sheep through time to find out.
 
600,000 YEARS AGO 10,000 YEARS AGO wild sheep roamed the earth alongside Sheep are tasty and their skins 


ancient man had an idea. warm. If I keep a few nearby, I won’t  Mammoths and ancient man. 
be hungry or cold. 

7000 years ago 
the Ancient Egyptians kept sheep for their meat, milk, skins 

and wool. Mummifed rams decorated with masks and jewels 

were placed in tombs.


3500 years ago 
during the early Bronze Age sheep started to change colour from browns 
to cream. 

2040 years ago	 700 years ago 
Ancient Romans loved their Fine wool clothes.	 during the Middle Ages, the Spanish regarded 

their Merino sheep as prizes or gifts which rarely 
left the country. 

King Edward III (1327-77) had a seat stuffed with 1788 (over 200 years ago) 
wool made for parliament to remind everyone 

sheep arrive in Australia with the First Fleet that wool sold to other countries made a lot of 
and provide early settlers with meat. The money for England. 
sheep don’t like the taste of the grass in 
Australia and fail to thrive.	 Today the seat is still there but it is stuffed 

with wool from each of the countries of the 
Commonwealth, to symbolise unity.


Well, HOW DOES THE 
GRASS TASTE GEORGE? 

PRETTY BAAAAAAAD!	 1797 
13 merino sheep arrive in Australia. Some are sold 
to John Macarthur, a pioneer wool grower. 

1807 
The FIrst bale of wool exported from Australia to 1838England is sold by the Macarthur’s for 10 shillings ($1). 


Within 50 years of settlement 

wool is Australia’s main 

export product.


1851 
During the gold rush sheep are killed to provide 

meat for the goldFIelds. Gold became Australia’s 

main export.


1880 
The First shearing 
machine is invented. 
Before this, sheep are

1895 - 1903	 shorn with hand shears 
which look like big scissors.During one of the worst droughts in our history, 


about half of Australia’s sheep die. 


Looks like we’re 
up for another 1929 

haircut! The Great Depression sees wool prices drop by half. 1951 
After World War two wool 

sells for excellent prices. 

Australia is riding on the 

sheep’s back.


TODAY

Australia is the world’s largest producer of wool. Of all the states and territories in Australia, NSW has the 

greatest number of sheep. One kilo of quality wool sells for about $8 and a bale of wool is sold for about $1500.





