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Dear Sir/Madam 

REVIEW OF THE DAMS SAFETY ACT 1978 AND THE DAMS SAFETY 
COMMITTEE 

I refer to the NSW Dams Safety Review - Community Consultation Paper, September 20 13, 
and provide the following comments as constituting the Junee Shire Council's submission 
in relation to this review. 

The referred recommendations correspond to those in the KPMG report Review of the 
Dams Safety Act 1978 and Dams Safety Committee, September 2013. 

I. Recommendations I & 2 

Junee Shire Council supports any measure that requires the regulator and/or dam owner 
to achieve socially acceptable levels of public safety risk instead of the current practice of 
an arbitrary level of risk imposed upon the owner - and in most circumstances the 
community - by the regulator irrespective of the cost required to achieve that level of 
safety. 

The Council has observed first-hand how a cost will have to be borne by the community 
for a reduction in public safety risk that, when assessed against other public safety risks 
such as those posed by roads, railways, etc.- is grossly disproportionate. 

The primary emphasis of dam wall engineering solutions must also cease and a bro 
approach of risk management be considered. In turn, the regulator shou 
levels of safety. 

Compliance with guidelines and standards should 
similar to a performance based system should 
must simply achieve a socially accepta exposure 
moving to such a performance · rent dam 
wall engineered solutions, i s~ple~ 
these while achiev A. 



The benefit of this approach is the reduced cost of addressing the public safety risk. In 
turn, this may actually lead to a greater number of dams with appropriate levels of risk 
for an equivalent amount of funding than what could be achieved under the current 
paradigm. 

2. Recommendation 3 

Junee Shire Council supports this recommendation and suggests that the following be 
given consideration in structuring any new regulator. 

The dam engineering industry is a relatively small one when compared to other 
engineering industries. Many of the dam engineers have been employed at some stage by 
one of the few consulting firms that include dam engineering within their capabilities. 

lt is for this reason that there may be the potential for members of the regulator, 
particularly those with dam engineering expertise, to have perceived or real pecuniary 
and non-pecuniary interests when making a determination that may require the dam 
owner to seek the input or expertise of a consulting firm. 

In structuring a new regulator, a governance framework and appropriate strategies 
should be present to address this issue. 

3. Recommendation 8 

Junee Shire Council supports any move that allows for greater consultation in 
determining the public safety risk level that is deemed tolerable. This consultation should 
incorporate what the community considers appropriate levels of dam safety investment 
and, correspondingly, satisfactory benefit cost ratios. 

To clarify, as it currently stands, once the regulator makes a determination on the 
criteria - which does not consider in any way society's toleration for risk - the dam 
owner is compelled to act irrespective of whether the expenditure is justified by the 
reduction in public safety risk. 

4. Recommendation 9 

Junee Shire Council supports the recommendation that a benefit cost analysis be 
explicitly included in the assessment of potential dam safety investment. 

For the reasons already mentioned, the primary emphasis of dam wall engineered 
solutions must be removed and be replaced with an emphasis on alternative options for 
reducing the public safety risk. 

Junee Shire Council is appreciative of the opportunity to have input into this review 
process and looks for to the outcomes in due course. 

Jam Davis 
Gen ral Manager 
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