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CREAM OF THE CROP RISE TO THE TOP AT BELGENNY FARM  
 
Minister for Primary Industries Katrina Hodgkinson and Member for Camden Chris 
Patterson today announced the historic Creamery at Belgenny Farm, Camden will be 
transformed into a state-of-the-art agricultural learning centre. 
 
In Camden today, Ms Hodgkinson said the new learning facility will be home to a range of 
new school initiatives designed to provide opportunities for students and teachers to learn 
all about food and fibre production. 
 
“Belgenny Farm is steeped in history and today’s announcement brings it into the 21st 
Century for agriculture education,” Ms Hodgkinson said. 
 
“To do this, the colonial building known as the Creamery, is being converted into a new 
learning and interpretation centre for students of all ages to learn about dairying and milk 
production. 
 
“The dairy industry has changed over the years and this centre will provide a window into 
the phases of the dairy industry at Camden Park and across Australia.” 
 
Ms Hodgkinson said school students and visitors will be taken back to the very early era of 
European agriculture and journey through to the modern computer driven dairy farming. 
 
“Students will learn about dairy cattle breeds and how they have developed in response to 
consumer demands,” Ms Hodgkinson said. 
 
Mr Patterson said, “The centre will reinforce the importance of pasteurising milk for food 
safety reasons with one room dedicated to the science of milk production, processing and 
the consumer. 
 
“This new education facility is expected to be completed later in the year will be set up to 
inspire and inform people,” Mr Patterson said. 
 
In addition to the Belgenny Farm development, the Department of Primary Industries (DPI) 
is developing a new biosecurity competition for primary schools, to increase the science 
investigation skills of students and teachers. 
 
DPI and Tocal College will undertake teacher training about food and fibre production 
through the professional development frameworks put in place by the Board of Studies, 
Teaching & Educational Standards NSW. 
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“These on-line programs will be assessable to teachers where ever they may be,” Ms 
Hodgkinson said 
 
“All aspects of the school initiatives are linked back to the school curriculum to provide 
students with the basic understanding of how their food and fibre is produced.” 
 
Ms Hodgkinson said these initiatives are funded by Department of Primary Industries and 
Belgenny Farm Trust. 
 
“It is hoped through this learning children will be inspired and consider being a part of the 
agriculture industry in their future career paths,” Ms Hodgkinson said. 
 
 

 
 


