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PRIMARY INDUSTRIE Anchored
Water
Hyacinth

Weed
Alert

E H h h r n H r Anchored water hyacinth flower with distinctive yellow spot.
I C O I a az u ea Photo: Kurt Sttiber, Max-Planck Institute for Plant breeding Research,

www.forestryimages.org
INTRODUCTION

Anchored water hyacinth is a mat forming,
aquatic perennial that occurs in wetlands
and irrigation channels. It is closely related
to the water hyacinth Eichhornia crassipes,
a serious weed that is found growing in
waterways in eastern Australia.

WORLD STATUS

A native plant of South America, anchored
water hyacinth is currently found
throughout Central and South America,
Africa and parts of Texas, where it has
been declared as a noxious weed and is the
subject of active eradication campaigns.
Anchored water hyacinth is not known to
occur in Australia.

IDENTIFICATION

Anchored water hyacinth (E. azurea)
plants are usually rooted in mud, but are
occasionally free floating. In contrast,
water hyacinth (E. crassipes) looks very
similar but is a free floating species.
Anchored water hyacinth can be identified
by its petioles, which are smooth, not
inflated like E. crassipes.

Anchored water hyacinth is also similar to
the native plant Monochoria cyanea which is
a subtropical species rarely found in NSW.

Anchored water hyacinth leaves and flower. Linear submerged
leaves are also visible (top right).

Photo: Kurt Sttiber, Max-Planck Institute for Plant breeding Research,
www.forestryimages.org

Stems

The submersed vegetative stems are smooth
and branched. Flowering stems are erect and
8-12 cm above the water.

Leaves

The aerial leaves are variable in size, generally
very broad-ovate in shape, 5-16 cm long and
2-16 cm wide. Leaves below the water or in
heavily shaded areas become linear-shaped
between 6-20 cm long and about 1 cm wide
(see above picture).

Flower

The flower is a spike with several flowers
along a hairy stem. The flowers are funnel-
shaped with six toothed petals 1-3 cm long.
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The flowers are mostly white or lavender blue
with deep purple centres. The uppermost
petal has a distinct yellow spot (see over).
Individual flowers are open for one day only.

Seeds

The seeds are small and only 1-2 mm long.

GROWTH AND SPREAD

Anchored water hyacinth is generally rooted
in mud or clay along water courses and dams
to a depth of 10-15 metres.

Reproduction is by seed and vegetatively.
Anchored water hyacinth is able to spread
when part of the plant breaks away and
moves downstream and grows in a new area.
It flowers in summer and autumn and seeds
can be carried by water, in mud, on vehicles

and by birds.

CONTROL

Anchored water hyacinth is not known in
Australia, so prevention of its establishment
is the best form of control. Overseas,

small infestations are removed by hand.
There are several herbicides available for
the control of E. crassipes in Australia but
none are currently registered for E. azurea.
Although large infestations of E. crassipes are
mechanically harvested, this may not be as
effective for anchored water hyacinth due to
its anchored habit.

WATCH OUT FOR AND REPORT ANY
FORM OF ANCHORED WATER HYACINTH

Eichhornia azurea is a Class 1 noxious
weed throughout NSW under the
NSW Noxious Weeds Act 1993. This
weed must be eradicated from the
land and the land must be kept free
of the plant. As a notifiable weed, all
outbreaks must be reported to the
local council.

Visit our website: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/weeds

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:

Contact your local
council weeds officer
or district agronomist,
or telephone the
NSW Department of
Primary Industries
Hotline on
1800 680 244

Anchored water hyacinth.
Photo: Fred Hrusa, California Department of Food and Agriculture
www.invasive.org

If you have seen this
plant, please report

it to your Council
Weeds Officer or NSW
Department of Primary
Industries for positive
identification.
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