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Goatfish
(Mullidae)
Exploitation Status

uNDEFINED

Small quantities (20 - 40 t annually) taken incidentally in prawn and fish trawls. Assessment is constrained
by lack of biological information.
Scientific name

Standard name

comment

Upeneichthys lineatus

bluestriped goatfish

More than 80% of NSW catch.

Parupeneus spilurus

blacksaddle goatfish

Upeneus tragula

bartail goatfish

Upeneichthys lineatus
Image © Bernard Yau

Background
At least three species of goatfishes, popularly
known as red mullet or barbounia, are included
in the NSW catch. It is estimated that 80% or
more of the catch consists of the bluestriped
goatfish (Upeneichthys lineatus), a small fish
measuring mainly between 15 and 20 cm in
length. Also landed are small numbers of the
larger blacksaddled goatfish (Parupeneus spilurus)
which can grow to more than 40 cm, and the
slender bartailed goatfish (Upeneus tragula)
which seldom exceeds 15 cm. The bartailed and
blacksaddled goatfishes are tropical species
with ranges extending to central NSW while
the bluestriped goatfish is endemic to eastern
Australia between southern Queensland and
southern NSW.
Goatfishes typically inhabit inshore waters
where they feed on soft sandy areas of seabed
using strong barbels on the underside of their

mouth to dig and to sense small prey. There
have been no studies into the biology of any
NSW species. Size composition data were
collected during trawl surveys of king prawn
and fish-trawling grounds by Fisheries Research
Vessel Kapala, and some length data are
available from commercial landings.
Annual landings of goatfish by NSW ocean
trawlers are mostly between 20 and 30 t with
most of the catch taken as by-product of prawn
trawling. Red mullet are also landed in small
quantities by the southern Queensland prawntrawl fishery, and it is estimated that less than
1 t is taken annually by NSW recreational
fishers. No stock assessment has been
undertaken for any goatfish species in NSW and
the species composition of the catch has not
been accurately determined.
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• Size composition data from recent
commercial catch monitoring of bluestriped
goatfish was compared with data from
research trawls and no trends were apparent.
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• Bluestriped goatfish is a widely distributed
inshore species.

Relative Catch Rate

• There are three species in this reporting
group, though bluestriped goatfish
(Upeneichthys lineatus) is most commonly
landed.

Catch Per Unit Effort Information of Goatfish
Harvested by Ocean Prawn Trawling in NSW
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Additional Notes
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Recreational Catch of Goatfish
The annual recreational harvest of goatfish in
NSW is likely to be less than one tonne.
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Catch rates of goatfish harvested using ocean prawn
trawling for NSW. Two indicators are provided: (1) median
catch rate (lower solid line); and (2) 90th percentile of
the catch rate (upper dashed line). Note that catch rates
are not a robust indicator of abundance in many cases.
Caution should be applied when interpreting these
results.
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Commercial landings (including available historical
records) of goatfish for NSW from 1990/91 to 2008/09 for
all fishing methods.
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The length distribution of bluestriped goatfish landed
by NSW commercial fishers in recent years has shown a
single mode, with the majority of fish being between 15
and 20 cm fork length (FL). Blue striped goatfish do not
have a minimum legal length.
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Reported landings of goatfish by NSW commercial
fisheries from 1997/98. Fisheries which contribute less
than 2.5% of the landings are excluded for clarity and
privacy.
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