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BIOSECURITY EXPERT TAKES ON KEY NSW DPI ROLE 
 

Minister for Primary Industries, Katrina Hodgkinson, has today announced the appointment 
of a world-renowned biosecurity expert as the new Director Animal and Plant Biosecurity at 
the Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural Institute (EMAI) in south-western Sydney. 
 
Ms Hodgkinson said Dr Jef Hammond brings significant international expertise and 
extensive networks to the role.   
 
“Dr Hammond will lead the recently-opened $57 million Centre for Biosecurity and 
Department of Primary Industries’ Centre for Excellence for Animal and Plant Health,” Ms 
Hodgkinson said. 
 
“Dr Hammond is an authority on foot and mouth disease (FMD) and has some 35 years’ 
experience across a range of biosecurity disciplines. 
 
“Much of his research career has been spent on the prevention and control of animal 
diseases, including the development of vaccines and diagnostics for FMD, swine fevers and 
influenza. 
 
“For the past five years Dr Hammond has been the head of the World Reference Laboratory 
for FMD based at the Pirbright Institute in the United Kingdom.”  
 
Ms Hodgkinson said EMAI was home to state-of-the-art diagnostic and research facilities, 
making it capable of handling large-scale emergency plant or animal disease outbreaks. 
 
“These diseases have the potential to devastate industry and rural and regional 
communities,” Ms Hodgkinson said. 
 
“FMD, for example, poses a $13 billion threat to Australia’s economy and NSW is 
committed to working with State and Commonwealth Governments to keep Australia 
disease free. 
 
“Dr Hammond’s significant international experience will help further strengthen biosecurity 
measures and improve diagnostic and control capabilities for exotic and emerging animal 
and plant diseases.” 
 
Dr Hammond said he looks forward to finding new opportunities to improve biosecurity. 
 
“Australia is envied around the world for its biosecurity measures and I look forward to 
working with the State’s farmers, industry and Government to secure this reputation and 
maintain its unparalleled access to international markets,” Dr Hammond said. 
 


