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Key Points 

•	 In farming you have to spend money to 
make it; don’t cut corners and limit yield 
potential. 

•	 Not each paddock will return the same 
$/ha profit. Prioritising paddocks will 
enable poor performers or relatively 
expensive paddocks to be removed from 
the program while focusing resources on 
the better performing paddocks.  

•	 Money can be made by not sowing 
paddocks and preparing them for the 
next season. 

Successive seasons of poor economic returns 
due to drought have created the situation of 
major financial limitations in many farm 
businesses. 

One part of overall farm business management 
involves prioritising and allocating limited 
financial resources to a planned farm program.  
This includes selecting paddocks with high 
performance potential (high yields, lower costs, 
and lower calculated risks) and can mark the 
beginning of business recovery after a series of 
poorer seasons.   

However, you need to spend money to make it, 
and cost cutting in the wrong key areas can limit 
economic potential.  

There are many factors to be considered before 
a final decision is made. Even one factor can 
have a major effect on crop / pasture 
performance, regardless of the season.  
Agronomic issues to consider when prioritising 
paddocks include: 

•	 Paddock topography 
Topographical characteristics can 
determine crop and pasture options.  
Gilgai or uneven paddocks, paddocks 
with sticks or stones limit opportunities 
to make hay or silage. Crops prone to 
lodging such as field peas should be 
avoided in such paddocks. 

•	 Soil type 
Soil characteristics (surface & sub 
surface) like soil pH, sodicity, salinity, 
texture, drainage characteristics, 
compaction etc. will impact on 
crop/variety selection. Different crops 
have specific soil requirements. 

•	 Subsoil moisture 
Some crops are more expensive than 
others to grow. Low soil moisture levels 
at sowing can significantly increase 
financial risks. Paddocks with ground 
cover can retain moisture for longer and 
thereby extend time for planting after 
small rainfall events. 

•	 Paddock nutrition 
Fertiliser is a major cost. Fertiliser rates 
to meet crop requirements may be 
modified if residual fertiliser from last 
season remains. Paddock history, past 
crop performance, fertiliser test strips 
and soil tests can help determine the 
most appropriate decision. It is not 
uncommon for many paddocks to be low 
in both available phosphorus and 
sulphur levels.   

•	 Herbicide history 
Part of herbicide resistance 
management includes rotation of 
herbicide groups. Consider paddock 
history. Herbicide residues (e.g. sulfonyl 
urea, triazines etc.) may be an issue in 
some paddocks. Check plant-back 
periods. Remember, plant back periods 
begin after rainfall occurs. 

•	 Weed burden 
Identify your ‘cleanest’ paddocks and the 
ones where pre-emergent herbicides are 



an option. Some broadleaf weed species 
are difficult and/or expensive to control 
in pulse and oilseed crops. Risk may be 
reduced through the combination of pre-
sowing weed knockdown and late sown 
(early maturing) crops/varieties.   

Weed management involves strategic 
herbicide applications in combination 
with other management options.  
Foregoing herbicides based solely on 
cost, may be false economy in some 
situations and may put future crops at 
risk. Individual situations based on crop 
potential and value, weed species and 
numbers, need to be assessed. 

• Disease carryover 
The crop / pasture in the paddock in 
2006 will impact on levels of both soil 
and residue borne diseases. Important 
diseases to consider include take-all, 
crown rot, yellow leaf spot, stripe rust, 
wheat streak mosaic virus, blackleg, 
ascochyta, phytophthora, bacterial 
blight, cucumber mosaic virus, chocolate 
spot, rust etc. Transmission from 
neighbouring paddocks and volunteers 
are key issues with some diseases. 

• Pests 
Pests like red-legged earth mites, blue 
oat mites, nematodes and cutworms 
may pose a risk in some paddocks.  
Assess risk based on paddock history 
(including recent control) and crop 
susceptibility. 

• Fallow management 
Paddocks with well managed fallow 
periods significantly lower the risk of 
poor crop and financial performance. 
Timely weed control reduces moisture 
losses and weed seed set. Maintaining 
ground cover increases moisture 
conservation. The absence of (or 
restricted) grazing periods maintains soil 
friability and ground cover. Prolonged 
grazing periods may create crop / 
pasture emergence problems through 
grazing induced surface compaction. 

© State of New South Wales  
through NSW Department of Primary Industries 2007 

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is 
based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing 
(February 2007). However, because of advances in 
knowledge, users are reminded of the need to ensure that 
information upon which they rely is up to date and to check 
currency of the information with the appropriate officer of 
New South Wales Department of Primary Industries or the 
user’s independent adviser.  

PADDOCK SELECTION AFTER DROUGHT  2 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts false
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 115
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.29565
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 115
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.29565
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 115
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.29565
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [125 125]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


