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EXPO HELPS BUILD A BRIGHT FUTURE IN AGRICULTURE 
 

NSW Minister for Primary Industries, Katrina Hodgkinson, today spoke to more than 450 
students about the range of rewarding career opportunities available in agriculture, at the 
official opening of Junee High School’s AgVision expo. 
 
“AgVision 2014 is a remarkable achievement – the largest student agricultural expo held in 
NSW this year and a great opportunity to highlight to students the many prospects that a 
career in agriculture offers,” Ms Hodgkinson said. 
 
“Designed for students in Year 9 and 10, AgVision encourages younger students to 
consider a future in agriculture before making career decisions in the final years of school. 
 
“Jobs in the agriculture industry go beyond traditional farming, with opportunities in a wide 
range of areas including marketing, business support, science, research, technology and 
government policy.” 
 
Ms Hodgkinson said with more than 45 workshops and demonstrations, the expo allows 
students to experience first-hand agricultural trades, business and services, build networks 
and learn about educational opportunities from industry experts. 
 
“With the median age of a farmer now 52 years old, the number of jobs across our 
agricultural sector will only increase as more people within the industry reach retirement 
age,” Ms Hodgkinson said. 
 
“That’s why the NSW Government is continually investing in training and research initiatives 
to match educational courses with industry demands and ensure the availability of a future 
workforce with the right skills. 
 
“We are firmly focused on encouraging young people to pursue a career in agriculture – be 
that in the boardrooms of Sydney or growing rice in the Riverina.”  
 
As part of its Tocal College stand at AgVision, the Department of Primary Industries (DPI) 
has set up a trial site in one of the school’s paddocks, with canola, wheat, lupins, peas and 
lentil varieties sown.  
 
The trial site will assist DPI researchers to discuss careers at the expo workshop and the 
school will also be able to use it for teaching throughout the year. 
 


