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Preface

This manual is a guide to recognising the soil groups, diagnosing
soil problems and best practice soil management for broad area
irrigation farmers on the Riverine Plain in the Murray and
Murrumbidgee valleys.

It is based upon an accumulation of information and experience over
many years from many research and extension workers, public and
private sector advisers, agribusiness and landholders. This SOIL pak
could not have been produced without that body of knowledge.
Organisations and individuals who have contributed to the production
of this manual include:

* NSW Agriculture

* DNRE Victoria

*+ CSIRO

* Murray Irrigation Limited

» Landholders and consultants in the Murray and Murrumbidgee
valleys

A list of contributors and reference material is presented in Appendix 3.
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Justin Hughes joined NSW Agriculture in 1994 as a Soils Advisory
Officer at Deniliquin. He graduated from Charles Sturt University at
Wagga Wagga with a degree in Applied Science (Agriculture) in 1992
and a Graduate Diplomain Education in 1993. Heis currently
completing a Masters Degree in Applied Science (Ag.).

Whilst at Deniliquin, Justin’s main task was the preparation of this
Soilpak. He is now employed by the Department of Land and Water
Conservation at Cowrawhere he isworking on aresearch project
investigating deep drainage under mixed farming systems.
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Disclaimer

It isimportant to read thisdisclaimer before using this manual.

NSW Agriculture and the National Landcare Program, by releasing
and printing this manual and the information contained in it, do not
assume any liability for any crop loss, animal loss, public health
impacts, safety or environmental hazards caused by the use of any part
or the whole of this manual.

Whilst every attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy and
integrity of the information supplied in this manual, it should be
understood that (due to new research information, new industry
experiences, unpredictable weather and variationsin the way individual
farmers set up equipment or have access to equipment) no warranty or
guarantee is given or implied by the above organisations nor the people
working or contracted by those organisations to supply the information.
The manual does not claim to be complete and all inclusive, but it aims
to grow with the input of all who use and report on it.

Where trade names of products and equipment are used, ho
endorsement isintended nor is criticism implied of products not
mentioned.

This manual does not contain a complete statement of all relevant
legal obligations. Y ou should seek your own legal advice as to both
legidative and general legal obligations, in particular those legal
obligations arising under environmental laws and the general laws of
negligence.
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