
 

 

GM Canola Review Panel Secretariat   Friday 17 August 2007 
Department of Primary Industries 
Level 19, 1 Spring Street 
GPO Box 4440 
Melbourne VIC 3001 
 
To the Panel 
 
RE:  GM Canola Review – support for extended ban 
 
Thank you for providing our business Original Foods® with the opportunity to 
present to the review panel in person in Melbourne and in written form in 
Victoria, South Australia, New South Wales and Tasmania.  Please note that 
this document is our official submission to the GM crop reviews being 
undertaken in all the above mentioned states. 
 
We support extending the ban on planting GM canola in Victoria.  We 
also support banning the planting of any GM food crops across 
Australia. 
 
We believe our opinion is very significant in this review: 
 

• Firstly, because our business brand (Original Foods®) was designed 
to meet the growing demand for natural, GM-free food and planting of 
any GM food crops in Australia threatens our supply options. 

• Secondly, because our business reflects the views of the thousands of 
customers who choose to buy our food every week. 

 
We hope that by presenting to this panel, the growing demand and excellent 
market opportunities Australia has for GM-free food will be better understood, 
and be well considered by the panel review committee. 
 
Background on Original Foods® 
 
Original Foods® is a well established small business, which commenced 
trading in 2003, co-founded by Sam and Jessica Lynch.  We would qualify as 
one of Business Review Weekly’s 2007 fastest growing businesses.  We are 
achieving over 50% growth per annum and employ 12 staff. 
 
Original Foods® is Melbourne’s largest wholesaler of certified free-range, 
organic and biodynamic poultry, meats, game and eggs.  We are also 
Melbourne’s largest processor of free-range, organic and biodynamic value-
added foods including catering services and ready-made meals direct to the 
public, to food service and to retailers. 



 

 

 
We sell our range primarily in Melbourne, Sydney and Adelaide, with keen 
interest from other states including periodic sales into Hobart, Perth and 
Brisbane. 
 
We were awarded a Federal Government grant in 2006 to investigate export 
opportunities for our popular GM-free food range.  Export opportunities would 
service the demands of the Australian expatriate community in Asia which is 
demanding clean, green food from home. 
 
Our integrated facility is located in Collingwood, inner Melbourne.  It includes 
our head office, purpose built commercial kitchen, warehousing and 
distribution, and delivery fleet.   
 
We maintain the highest food standards requirements possible.  The facility is 
HACCP licensed and approved for food handling, ensuring quality and safety.   
We are audited by independent authority Australian Certified Organic (ACO) 
for organic food handling and production.  The enterprise is a member of 
Austrade and ACO. 
 
Clean, natural, GM-free food - a fast growing market 
 
Our customer base has largely educated itself about how unnatural and 
contaminated our food supply chain has become.  These people are actively 
seeking out the cleanest, most naturally grown and prepared food they can 
find.  With education comes the demand for GM-free. 
 
We were well aware of this growing trend when, in 2002, we spent almost 12 
months researching business opportunities.  Our research of trends, both 
locally and overseas, indicated the huge growth opportunity in this clean, 
green, GM-free food sector. 
 
We decided to make a big shift from our previous careers as corporate 
professionals.  We felt very comfortable moving into the clean food sector 
because this is what we, our peers and friends and their families are 
increasingly interested in eating. 
 
Our customer base includes very different types of consumers from all income 
brackets, for example:  
 

• Corporations who want to provide their staff with the tastiest, most 
nutritious, cleanest and environmentally sustainable food they can - as 
a way of rewarding their employees and getting the best out of them 
including morale and productivity, and reflecting their corporate 
commitment to empowerment and sustainability. 



 

 

• Parents of young children who often have a very steep learning 
curve in determining the amount of foods on supermarket shelves 
which contain ingredients considered to be unnatural that they wish to 
avoid.   

• People who have a health concern such as: cancer or a family 
history of it they wish to avoid; food allergies; behavioural problems; 
bowel and digestive problems to name a few.  Many health 
practitioners advise these people to eat as clean and natural as 
possible including organic and free-range which means GM-free. 

• School canteens which are getting increasing pressure from parents 
and governments to stock proven healthy, wholesome foods. 

• Food enthusiasts who want the best food they can find which means 
tasty, from a reputable source, fresh, uncontaminated, unrefined and 
natural – which means GM-free. 

• Educators including teachers who every day talk to their students 
about food choices and get them thinking about more than just where 
to buy food – including how natural and wholesome it is, how well the 
farmers are treated, how sustainable the farming and trade practices 
are.  These students range from kindergarten children to tertiary 
students of nutrition.   

 
Tight supply with increasing demand for clean food 
 
Our business is constantly demanding greater supply of local GM-free 
produce, including oils, grains, nuts, fruits, vegetables, poultry, meats and 
dairy products.  We have to use some imported ingredients to keep up with 
supply.  This is a major challenge given consumers’ growing enthusiasm for 
sourcing their food locally as concerns about food miles and climate change 
increase.     
 
A young market requiring greater research, recognition and support 
 
One of the key threats to our business is the clean food movement’s youth.  It 
is only just gaining momentum and there has been little national research into, 
recognition of, or support for, its growth potential and contribution to 
Australia’s economy. 
 
We need more time to have this analysis undertaken by the industry and the 
Australian State and Federal governments.  This research needs to occur 
before growing GM food crops, including GM canola.  As soon as GM food 
crops are grown in Australia, the growth of this emerging market, we believe, 
will be damaged 
 
Inquiry’s terms of reference too limited 
 



 

 

Your inquiry says it is not considering the impact of introducing GM canola on 
human health, safety and the environment.  This seems short sighted, given 
that a growing number of consumers do consider these issues every day.  
Clearly, their views on these issues do have an impact on how they are 
changing their food purchasing decisions – it is not just about price.  This in 
turn does affect the economy which is one of your key areas of review. 
 
 
Original Foods® responses to the terms of reference of the review: 
 
Please note that our business is best positioned to contribute responses 
based on our day-to-day trading experiences, including sourcing, processing, 
handling, distribution of GM-free food. 
 

1. Assess the economic impacts on Victoria of the moratorium on 
commercial genetically manipulated (GM) canola. 

 

• Our chef knows that when sourcing vegetable oil for cooking or 
preserving, she must source product clearly labelled no GMOs, 
or GM-free.  Currently, if the product is local and contains 
canola, we can use it as Australian canola is currently 100% no 
GMOs.  (NB/ according to one Australian canola supplier a 
product cannot be called GM free if there are GM variants grown 
anywhere in the world, as is the case with canola).  If the canola 
is imported and not clearly labelled no GMOs, we will not use it.   

 

• We always need to make sure the supplier knows we want no 
GMOs and that they provide us with a written declaration stating 
as such each time we receive a delivery. 

 

• This process is time consuming as we always call local 
suppliers.  We cannot make such purchases without liaising 
directly with the supplier.  We usually go through several people 
until we find the person who can provide a written declaration 
that their product has no GMOs. 

 

• All suppliers have slightly different procedures.  For example, a 
supplier may need to mark our request clearly on every order.  
Their team then checks to ensure we are getting canola with no 
GMOs.  We then check it when it arrives.  Other suppliers know 
they only use Australian canola, so they are our preference. 

 

• We need to go to the highest source for reassurance as smaller 
suppliers may not know where their canola comes from, and any 
relabelling may fail to carry the original information indicating 
whether it is free of GMOs. 



 

 

 

• Suppliers have indicated to us that they should be fine for supply 
of Australian canola oil until late 2007 when good harvests are 
anticipated following a good season after the drought. 

 

• We can see good reason to stockpile vegetable oil containing 
canola free of GMOs and buy in bulk to minimise lack of supply, 
delays and risk of unreliable quality.  Fortunately, we don’t use a 
great deal of oil, so we can avoid this at present if the late 2007 
harvest maintains supply.  If supply of Australian canola free of 
GMOs ceases, we will simply stop using canola.   

 

• Currently our kitchen does not use products preserved in 
vegetable oils including canola, such as antipasto mixes, sun 
dried tomatoes, or boutique feta cheeses bottled in oils.  If we 
were to do so, we would have to invest significant time in 
determining if the suppliers of such items can guarantee their 
canola source.  These products are becoming very popular in 
small sizes. 

 
2. Assess the expected economic impacts of allowing the GM canola 

moratorium to expire 
 

• We anticipate that companies and consumers with an aversion 
to GM foods will simply avoid buying products made with 
Australian canola.  This includes oils and value-added products 
including many snack foods. 

 

• If Australia starts growing GM canola, we will simply stop using 
Australian canola.  This is because we don’t believe suppliers 
will be able to ensure that canola free of GMOs is free of GM 
canola.  Many challenges and costs associated with segregation 
of GM canola and canola free of GMOs include: avoiding (or 
paying a penalty for) potential cross contamination during 
growth, harvesting, processing and packaging.  We would also 
be concerned about the labelling standards and compliance in 
place to ensure segregation. 

 

• Concerns will vary on controls significantly down the line.  For 
example, while a major supplier may be able to assure us of 
their supply source, smaller boutique providores (eg of small 
batches of sun dried tomatoes or other items preserved in oils) 
may not be aware of their canola oil source, or have the time or 
inclination to keep records of up-to-date declarations of non-GM 
canola content. 

 



 

 

• Even if we did wish to purchase Australian canola labelled free 
of GM canola, we may find that its price has increased due to 
the impact of compliance costs stated above.  If there were to be 
any subsidising of GM canola or canola free of GMOs to 
maintain price competitiveness, we would avoid the product. 

 

• We are aware that study results have demonstrated 
contamination of subsequent grain crops planted in the same 
field at GM canola.  We anticipate that consumer knowledge of 
this may result in them avoiding grain-based offerings sourced 
where GM canola has been grown, or a complete avoidance of 
grain-based offerings if consumers don’t feel they can be 
assured of the source of grain.  Whilst this may seem to be 
drawing a long bow, such views may gain popularity.  It’s a bit 
like the question:  how do you know that free-range beef didn’t 
eat GM grain? 

 
3. Assess the expected economic impacts of extending the 

moratorium on commercial GM canola 
 

• We will continue to use Australian canola products. 

• We will promote our use of Australian canola products free of 
GMOs. 

• We will avoid added complexity to the range of compliance 
requirements that already adds to our cost of doing business, 
particularly in sourcing, administration, filing of product sources, and 
fielding of queries and concerns from consumers. 

 
4. Recommend whether Government should allow the moratorium 

on commercial GM canola to expire or be extended 
 

• We support extending the ban on planting GM canola in 
Victoria, at least until 2013.   

• We also support banning the planting of any GM food crops 
across Australia, at least until 2013. 

 
5. Recommend any complementary policies and practices required 

to address the consequences of the moratorium on commercial 
GM canola ending 

 
We believe research efforts need to be channelled into the following areas 
to ensure real empowerment and choice from ‘farm-gate to plate’: 

 
a) Map out Australia becoming a clean, green, GM-free food bowl 
commanding a premium price to world markets, with a premium only 



 

 

increasing over time, rather than competing in a totally price sensitive, 
commoditised, scale-based market 

b) Determine how best to protect the Australian standards of organic 
products which currently have zero tolerance for GM 

c) Determine the real cost of compliance – throughout the supply chain - 
in ensuring GM content is avoided in the products we sell, as this will 
lead to higher prices and may stall the GM-free market 

d) Implement better labelling laws to distinguish between organic, free-
range, GM-free and GM inputs as each commands a different price 
point 

e) Encourage and support farmers to increase farming, supply and range 
variation to local markets of the increasingly popular GM-free crops 
and those that are free of pesticides and other contaminants 

f) Determine how best to educate, and then educate, all sections of the 
supply chain and customers in the differences, benefits and risks of 
GM-free versus GM 

g) Better evaluate the anecdotal evidence that consumers want clean, 
green, GM-free food.  A list of comments we have gathered may help 
when considering such research: 

 
o Transparent labelling is essential, or it’s not a level playing field. 
o Why is GM in the fine print, not the break-out box to grab attention? 
o What companies actively promote their GM ingredients, and if not, 
why not? 

o When are we going to see the supermarkets set up sections 
dedicated to GM foods, next to the rapidly growing organic section? 

o GM-free brand loyalty is growing fast.  Are those who support GM 
foods buying only GM and feeding it to their families because they 
believe it is the best food money can buy? 

o The enormous groundswell of commitment to farmers markets 
reflects the trend for reconnection and shared responsibility for 
quality and cost.  Where are the GM markets, who will frequent 
them, and will the GM technologists stand behind their product and 
talk with the consumers direct? 

o Some key government policy makers, scientists and farmers are not 
considering the views of consumers ahead of the commercial 
interests of international GM seed suppliers, and the kudos for 
themselves by being associated with introducing new technologies. 

o There are too many unknowns with GM crops and too little 
information has been gathered and made publicly available by any 
independent body in GM’s long term impacts on future generations. 

o There is grave concern about the unknown cascade effect of 
changing one gene. 

o More consumers are prepared to pay a premium for natural food. 
o The more informed people are, the more actively they avoid GM. 



 

 

o There are already too many unnatural aspects of our food supply; 
avoiding GM is one more stress. 

o Introducing GM crops does not empower or protect the consumer or 
farmer. 

 
Conclusion 
 
We hope that by presenting to this panel, the growing demand and excellent 
market opportunities Australia has for GM-free food will be better understood 
and be well considered by the panel review committee. 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
 
Sam and Jessica Lynch 
Original Foods® 
 
Biographies 
 
Sam Lynch, co-founder and director of Original Foods®, drives strategic 
vision and day-to-day operations of the company.  He manages all strategic 
initiatives, major contract negotiation, major supplier and customer 
relationships, as well as product development and market access. 
 

Prior to co-founding Original Foods®, Sam held business development roles 
with local and international companies, primarily launching new products to 
niche markets.  Sam completed a scholarship in the USA as part of his Master 
of Business Administration from Melbourne Business School.  Previously, he 
completed a Bachelor double degree in industrial and computing engineering.  
Sam’s extended family has traded in fine wine and spirits and run sizeable 
general stores in key trading hubs in Melbourne and across Victoria for three 
generations. 
 

Jessica Lynch, co-founder of Original Foods®, provides communications 
expertise.  She facilitated developing the brand essence, values and livery, 
and prepares communications materials.  Jessica completed a Bachelor of 
Business Communication, majoring in public relations, as well as health 
science and marketing studies.  Prior to the arrival of two children, she ran her 
own consultancy and has worked in health promotion, sustainable energy 
lobbying and energy education, corporate PR, community relations and 
international aid fundraising.  She received a Public Relations Institute of 
Australia (PRIA) Award of Excellence for employee communications.  Jessica 
has commenced studies in natural medicine with a key interest in food as 
medicine. 
 
…End 



 

 

Victoria 
 
Cc   Victorian GM Canola Review Panel Secretariat, Department of 

Primary Industries, Level 19, 1 Spring Street, GPO Box 4440, 
Melbourne VIC 3001, Gmcanola.Review@dpi.vic.gov.au 

 
Cc   Premier John Brumby, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne  Vic 3000, 

premier@dpc.vic.gov.au 
 
Cc Andrew Mcintosh, State Member for Kew East, Suite 1, 400 High St, 

Kew 3101,  Andrew.mcintosh@parliament.vic.gov.au 
 
Cc Petro Georgiou, Federal Member for Kooyong, 695 Burke  Road, 

Hawthorn East 3123, p.georgiou.mp@aph.gov.au 
 
NSW 
 
Cc NSW Review of GM Crops Ban, GM Crop Moratorium Review 

Secretariat, NSW Department of Primary Industries, Locked Bag 21, 
Orange  NSW  2800, gmcrops.review@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

 
Cc Premier Morris Iemma, Level 40, Governor Macquarie Tower, 1 

Farrer Place, Sydney  NSW  2000, thepremier@www.nsw.gov.au 
 
TAS 
 
Cc Tasmanian Review of GM Crops Ban, Clerk of Committees, 

Legislative Council, Parliament House, Hobart  TAS  7000, 
sue.mcleod@parliament.tas.gov.au 

 
Cc Premier Paul Lennon, PO Box 123, Hobart  TAS  7001, 

paul.lennon@parliament.tas.gov.au 
 
Cc David Llewellyn, Minister for Primary Industries, Franklin Square 

Offices, Hobart  TAS  7000, david.llewellyn@parliament.tas.gov.au 
 
SA 
 
Cc South Australian Review, Executive Officer, GM Crop Advisory 

Committee, gmcropsactreview@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 
Cc Premier Mike Rann, GPO Box 2343, Adelaide  SA  5000, 

premier@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 



 

Monday 21 August 2007 
 
GM Canola Review Panel Secretariat   
Department of Primary Industries 
Level 19, 1 Spring Street 
GPO Box 4440 
Melbourne VIC 3001 
 
 
 
To the Chairman, Sir Gustav Nossal 
 
RE:  GM Canola Review – Your request for the book Seeds of Deception 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to meet with you two weeks ago where I 
recommended that the panel read the book ‘Seeds of Deception’ by Jeffrey M 
Smith. 
 
In response for your request for the book today, please find my copy 
enclosed, and two further copies for other panel members. 
 
(Please note that this document is an addition to our official submission 
to the GM crop reviews being undertaken in the following states:  
Victoria, South Australia, New South Wales and Tasmania.) 
 
I have also enclosed the following print outs of sections of 
www.seedsofdeception.com.  I printed out some pages as the material is 
too extensive for me to include in a printed submission document. 
 
This website is managed by the Institute for Responsible Technology, a public 
education, non-profit organisation that works with scientists and concerned 
citizens from around the world to shine the spotlight on the dangers of GMOs.  
Jeffrey Smith is the Executive Director of the Institute. PO Box 469, Fairfield, 
Iowa 52556, USA.  Tel 0011 1641 209 1765. 
 
Pages printed out: 
 
1/   Foreword to UK edition by former UK Government Environment 

Minister Michael Meacher, MP. 
 

‘…this book should be compulsory reading, not only for the general 
public, but for the decision makers even more so who have never been 
exposed to systematic analysis of the problems created by GM … it is 
meticulously documented … It reveals above all that GM is not some 

http://www.seedsofdeception.com/


 

arcane issue about science or technology – it is ultimately about power 
… there are no consumer benefits from GM crops, the alleged benefits 
to GM farmers are deeply disputed, environmental and health testing 
has never been carried out, non-GM farmers are being put seriously at 
risk … The main area of cover-up is undoubtedly the GM effects on 
health.  It is a staggering fact that there have been virtually no clinical 
or biochemical tests of the impacts of eating GM food on human health 
…  But the kernel of the book is the commercialization of politics and 
the politicization of science.  For those who still believe the 
constitutional fantasy that governments act in accordance with their 
manifesto in the general interests of society, this book will come as a 
real shocker …But most of all it is a call to arms, not only to prevent the 
contamination of the nation’s food supply, but even more to tackle the 
poisoning of the nation’s decision-making system by the undercover 
wielding of economic and financial muscle and P.R. manipulativeness 
of Big Biotech. 

 
2/ Dangers of Genetically Engineered Foods (a summary of key 

evidence meticulously documented in the book) and includes a 
list of articles on health risks of GM foods (available in full on the 
web) 

 Jeffrey Smith's Testimony to the EPA - June 2007  
 Genetically Modified Foods Are Inherently Unsafe  
 Genetically Engineered Foods Pose Higher Risk for Children 
 Case Study on Industry Research: Soy Study by Monsanto  
 Inhaled GM Maize Pollen May Cause Disease  
 GM Food Promoter Transfers to Rat Cells  
 GM Vaccines Recombine into Unpredictable Hybrid Viruses in 

Human and Animal Cells  
 A Deadly Epidemic and the Attempt to Hide its Link to Genetic 

Engineering  
 55.6% Mortality in Rats Whose Mothers Were Fed GM Soy  
 Terje Traavik, PhD, responds to criticism about his studies  
 Article update linking health problems in the Philippines with Bt 

corn  

3/ Bio for Jeffrey M Smith 
 

Mr Smith has counselled world leaders from every continent and has 
influenced the first US state laws regulating GMOs and has united 
leaders to support ‘The Campaign for Healthier Eating in America’, an 
industry and consumer movement to remove GMOs from the natural 
food industry. 

 

 

http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showPage/index.cfm?objectID=public,5111
http://www.responsibletechnology.org/utility/showArticle?objectID=212
http://www.responsibletechnology.org/utility/showArticle?objectID=170
http://www.responsibletechnology.org/utility/showArticle?objectID=174
http://www.responsibletechnology.org/utility/showArticle?objectID=209
http://www.responsibletechnology.org/utility/showArticle?objectID=208
http://www.responsibletechnology.org/utility/showArticle?objectID=211
http://www.responsibletechnology.org/utility/showArticle?objectID=211
http://www.responsibletechnology.org/utility/showArticle?objectID=284
http://www.responsibletechnology.org/utility/showArticle?objectID=284
http://www.responsibletechnology.org/utility/showArticle?objectID=293
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/documentFiles/14.pdf
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=75
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=75


 

4/ ‘Genetic Roulette’ book background (Smith’s latest book) and 
commendations from internationally respected scientists and medical 
professionals. 

 
5/ Health risks of GM Foods: Summary and Debate  

(continually updated on the web) 
 

This web page lists over 60 main point summaries of health risks of 
GMOs (listed below with live links).  This section serves as a forum for 
a global discussion and debate.  It links readers to the latest articles of 
the studies referenced, and information of new study results supporting 
initial findings. 

Contents at a Glance:

Part 1: The Documented Health Risks of Genetically Engineered 
Foods

Section 1: Evidence of reactions in animals and humans.

1.1 GM Potatoes Damages Rats (see full content)

1.2 Rats Fed GMO Tomatoes got bleeding stomachs, several died

1.3 Rats Fed Bt Corn had multiple health problems

1.4 Mice Fed GM Bt Potatoes had intestinal damage

1.5 Workers exposed to Bt cotton developed allergies

1.6 Sheep died after grazing in Bt cotton fields

1.7 Inhaled Bt corn pollen may have triggered disease in humans

1.8 Farmers report pigs and cows became sterile from GM corn

1.9 Twelve cows in Germany died mysteriously when fed Bt corn

1.10 Mice fed Roundup Ready soy had liver cell problems

1.11 Mice fed Roundup Ready soy had problems with the pancreas

1.12 Mice fed Roundup Ready soy had unexplained changes in testicular 
cells

1.13 Roundup Ready Soy Changed Cell Metabolism in Rabbit Organs

 

http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=930
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showPage/index.cfm?objectID=public,5092
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=932
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=935
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=937
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1053
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1059
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1061
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1063
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1065
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1067
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1070
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1072
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1072
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1074


 

1.14 Most offspring of rats fed Roundup Ready soy died within three weeks 
(see full content) 

1.15 Soy allergies skyrocketed in the UK, soon after GM soy was 
introduced

1.16 Rats fed Roundup Ready canola had heavier livers

1.17 Twice the number of chickens died when fed Liberty Link corn

1.18 GM peas generated an allergic-type inflammatory response in mice

1.19 Eyewitness reports: Animals avoid GMOs

1.20 A GM food supplement killed about 100 people

Section 2: Gene insertion disrupts the DNA and can create 
unpredictable health problems.

2.1 Foreign genes disrupt the DNA at the insertion site.

2.2 Growing GM crops using tissue culture can create hundreds or 
thousands of DNA mutations. 

2.3 Gene insertion creates genome-wide changes in gene expression. 

2.4 The promoter may accidentally switch on harmful genes. 

2.5 The promoter might switch on a dormant virus in plants. 

2.6 The promoter might create genetic instability and mutations. 

2.7 Genetic engineering activates mobile DNA, called transposons, which 
generate mutations. 

2.8 Novel RNA may be harmful to humans and their offspring. 

2.9 Roundup Ready soybeans produce unintentional RNA variations. 

2.10 Changes in proteins can alter thousands of natural chemicals in 
plants, increasing toxins or reducing phytonutrients 

2.11 GM crops have altered levels of nutrients and toxins. 

Section 3: The protein produced by the inserted gene may create 
problems.

3.1 A gene from a Brazil nut carried allergies into soybeans.

 

http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1076
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showPage/index.cfm?objectID=public,5093
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1078
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1078
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1080
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1082
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1084
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1087
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1089
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1132
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1135
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1135
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1137
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1139
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1143
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1145
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1147
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1147
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1149
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1151
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1153
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1153
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1155
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1157


 

3.2 GM proteins in soy, corn and papaya may be allergens. 

3.3 Bt crops may create allergies and illness.

3.4 The Bt in crops is more toxic than the Bt spray.

3.5 StarLink corn’s built-in pesticide has a “medium likelihood” of being an 
allergen.

3.6 Pollen-sterilizing barnase in GM crops may cause kidney damage. 

3.7 High lysine corn contains increased toxins and may retard growth. 

3.8 Cooking high lysine corn may create disease-promoting toxins. 

3.9 Disease-resistant crops may promote human viruses and other 
diseases. 

Section 4: The foreign protein may be different than what is 
intended.

4.1 GM proteins may be misfolded or have added molecules. 

4.2 Transgenes may be altered during insertion. 

4.3 Transgenes may be unstable, and rearrange over time. 

4.4 Transgenes may create more than one protein. 

4.5 Weather, environmental stress and genetic disposition can significantly 
change gene expression. 

4.6 Genetic engineering can disrupt the complex relationships governing 
gene expression. 

Section 5: Transfer of genes to gut bacteria, internal organs, or 
viruses.

5.1 In spite of industry claims, transgenes survive the digestion system 
and can wander. 

5.2 Transgene design facilitates transfer into gut bacteria.

5.3 Transgenes may proliferate in gut bacteria over the long-term.

5.4 Transgene transfer to human gut bacteria is confirmed.

5.5 GM foods might create antibiotic-resistant diseases. 

 

http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1159
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1161
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1163
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1165
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1165
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1167
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1169
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1171
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1173
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1173
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1175
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1177
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1179
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1181
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1183
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1183
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1185
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1185
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1189
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1189
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1189
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1191
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1193
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle?objectID=1195


 

5.6 The promoter can also transfer, and may switch on random genes or 
viruses.

5.7 If Bt genes transfer, they could turn our gut bacteria into living 
pesticide factories.

5.8 Genes may transfer to bacteria in the mouth or throat. 

5.9 Transfer of viral genes into gut microorganisms may create toxins and 
weaken peoples’ viral defenses. 

Section 6: GM crops may increase environmental toxins and 
bioaccumulate toxins in the food chain.

6.1 Glufosinate-tolerant crops may produce herbicide “inside” our 
intestines.

6.2 Herbicide-tolerant crops increase herbicide use and residues in food.

6.3 Tiny amounts of herbicide may act as endocrine disruptors.

6.4 GM crops may accumulate environmental toxins or concentrate toxins 
in milk and meat of GM-fed animals. 

6.5 Disease-resistant crops may promote new plant viruses, which carry 
risks for humans.

Section 7: Other types of GM foods carry risks.

7.1 Milk from rbGH treated cows may increase risk of cancer and other 
diseases. 

7.2 Milk from rbGH-treated cows likely increases the rate of twin births.

7.3 Food additives created from GM microorganisms pose health risks.

Section 8: Risks are greater for children and newborns.

8.1 Pregnant mothers eating GM foods may endanger offspring.

8.2 GM foods are more dangerous for children than adults. 

 
6/ The GMO DVD Trilogy Summary 
 

This DVD trilogy covers the following issues. 

 Disc 1, DVD: Unnatural Selection
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…reveals several harsh consequences of genetic engineering 
worldwide. 

• A failed GM cotton crop prompts farmer suicides in India.  
• Windborne GM canola contaminates organic and conventional farms in Canada. 

One farmer fights Monsanto in the Supreme Court.  
• A company seeks approval for giant GM salmon that may threaten the survival of 

the natural species.  
• GM pigs are born with ghastly mutations.  
• And experts reveal how inadequate testing and regulations put us at risk.  

Disc 2, DVD: Hidden Dangers in Kids’ Meals: Genetically 
Engineered Foods

Shocking research results, inadequate regulations and warnings from 
eminent scientists explain why GM foods are dangerous and should be 
removed from kids’ meals. The dramatic story of how student behavior 
in a Wisconsin school was transformed with a healthy diet provides 
added motivation to make a change. It features Jeffrey Smith and 
more than a dozen scientists and experts. 

Disc 3, Audio CD: You’re Eating WHAT?

Mr Smith describes how biotech companies rigged research, hid health 
dangers and pressured government regulators to approve food that 
even FDA scientists said was unsafe. 

 
 
Request to the panel 
 
I trust that the panel will read the book and read thoroughly the extensive 
range of scientific study results detailed on the Seeds of Deception web site 
demonstrating the risk of GM foods. 
 
I have referenced part of the book below which clearly states how the reading 
of published books by advisers to government in the USA has changed 
national policy.  Perhaps your reading of this text will provide the impetus to 
protect Australians from the mounting evidence of risks to farmers, consumers 
and scientists in relation to GMOs in food. 
 
Seeds of Deception, p252-253: 
 

‘Books have power.  Upton Sinclair’s novel ‘The Jungle’ exposed the 
unsanitary conditions of the meat packing industry.  After Teddy 
Roosevelt read the book on a long train trip, he pushed a bill through 

 



 

congress creating meat inspection.  At a press conference, President 
Kennedy acknowledged the importance of Rachel Carson’s book 
‘Silent Spring’, which exposed the dangers of pesticides.  Kennedy 
then had his advisor look at the issue.  The book was eventually 
“credited with beginning the American environmental movement, 
the creation of the Environment Protection Agency, and the 1972 
ban on DDT”.  If the facts of this book get into the hands of the right 
people, someone might make a big difference.’ 

 
I have ordered several more copies of Seeds of Deception and Smith’s most 
recent book ‘Genetic Roulette’ and DVD/CD set ‘The GMO Trilogy’.  The 
Trilogy was released in April 2006 in conjunction with International GMO 
Opposition Day (April 8) – a co-ordinated 30-nation campaign to raise 
awareness about genetically modified food.  
 
If you have any queries or wish to view copies of Smith’s other publications 
and DVD, please call me on 03 9419 5100. 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Jessica Lynch 
 
Victoria 
 

Victorian GM Canola Review Panel Secretariat, Department of 
Primary Industries, Level 19, 1 Spring Street, GPO Box 4440, 
Melbourne VIC 3001, Gmcanola.Review@dpi.vic.gov.au

 
Cc   Premier John Brumby, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne  Vic 3000, 

premier@dpc.vic.gov.au
 
Cc Andrew Mcintosh, State Member for Kew East, Suite 1, 400 High St, 

Kew 3101,  Andrew.mcintosh@parliament.vic.gov.au
 
Cc Petro Georgiou, Federal Member for Kooyong, 695 Burke  Road, 

Hawthorn East 3123, p.georgiou.mp@aph.gov.au
 
NSW 
 
Cc NSW Review of GM Crops Ban, GM Crop Moratorium Review 

Secretariat, NSW Department of Primary Industries, Locked Bag 21, 
Orange  NSW  2800, gmcrops.review@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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Cc Premier Morris Iemma, Level 40, Governor Macquarie Tower, 1 
Farrer Place, Sydney  NSW  2000, thepremier@www.nsw.gov.au

 
TAS 
 
Cc Tasmanian Review of GM Crops Ban, Clerk of Committees, 

Legislative Council, Parliament House, Hobart  TAS  7000, 
sue.mcleod@parliament.tas.gov.au

 
Cc Premier Paul Lennon, PO Box 123, Hobart  TAS  7001, 

paul.lennon@parliament.tas.gov.au
 
Cc David Llewellyn, Minister for Primary Industries, Franklin Square 

Offices, Hobart  TAS  7000, david.llewellyn@parliament.tas.gov.au
 
SA 
 
Cc South Australian Review, Executive Officer, GM Crop Advisory 

Committee, gmcropsactreview@saugov.sa.gov.au
 
Cc Premier Mike Rann, GPO Box 2343, Adelaide  SA  5000, 

premier@saugov.sa.gov.au
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