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EXTENDING THE REACH OF ON-FARM WATER EFFICIENCY 

Minister for Primary Industries Katrina Hodgkinson and Minister for Natural 
Resources, Lands and Water Kevin Humphries have announced that the expanded 
Sustaining the Basin: Irrigated Farm Modernisation program (STBIFM) will deliver 
billions of litres in water savings.  

Ms Hodgkinson said additional funding for on-farm water savings projects under 
rounds four and five of the program will soon be available. 

“This latest round of funding, administered by the Department of Primary Industries, 
continues the NSW Government’s commitment under the Sustaining the Basin 
project to improve agricultural, environmental and economic outcomes in regional 
communities across the State,” Ms Hodgkinson said. 

“In addition to this, I am pleased to announce a further nine successful applicants 
have been approved to share in more than $6.5 million under round three of the 
program.” 

The latest successful projects approved under round three range from $91,000 to 
more than $2.2 million dollars and cover a wide range of activities, including: 

 Upgrading existing spray irrigation systems

 Converting surface irrigation systems to overhead systems

 Field and storage reconfigurations

 Delivery system upgrades

Ms Hodgkinson said more than 40 projects have been completed using STBIFM 
funding from rounds one and two, including the installation of new reservoirs, 
upgrading and installing pumps and pump stations, significant pipe work and 
developing a range of innovative irrigation projects. 

“All projects funded by the STBIFM demonstrate how farmers can not only achieve 
water savings through infrastructure modernisation, but also significantly boost farm 
productivity and deliver vital water savings back to the environment,” Ms Hodgkinson 
said. 



Mr Humphries said funding for on-farm water savings projects under rounds four and 
five of the STBIFM program will extend to the Barwon-Darling catchment and expand 
the eligibility requirements in current catchments.  

“This incredibly successful initiative has already seen over 15 billion litres of water 
saved every year as a result of the work undertaken in rounds one and two,” Mr 
Humphries said. 

“The expansion of this program into the Barwon-Darling is expected to deliver further 
water savings and assist in meeting the environmental targets of the Murray Darling 
Basin Plan.” 

Under the new funding rounds, the program has been expanded to include: 

 General security (B Class), high security and supplementary entitlement in the
NSW Border Rivers

 General security, high security and supplementary entitlement in the Lower
Namoi, and

 Unregulated (Class B and C) entitlement in the Barwon-Darling

“These investments are central to helping our rural communities achieving more with 
less, and I am highly supportive of all the steps we can take to improve water use 
efficiency, whether that water is used to meet on-farm or environmental outcomes. 

“Through initiatives such as the NSW Irrigated Farm Modernisation Project, the NSW 
Government is leading the way in improving the long term sustainability of regional 
communities by allowing irrigators to maintain or improve productivity, adapt to 
reduced water availability and provide water back to the environment through 
upgrading irrigation infrastructure.” 

The fourth and fifth rounds of Sustaining the Basin: Irrigated Farm Modernisation 
Project funding open on Monday 2 March 2015.  

In order to expedite shovel-ready projects, applications for round four will close on 
Wednesday 13 May 2015, while new entrants requiring time to finalise their planning, 
are encouraged to apply for round five, closing on Wednesday 29 July 2015. 

Further information and program guidelines are available at 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/info/sustainingthebasin 

NSW state-led Priority Projects are delivered under the $1.358b committed by the 
Australian Government to the NSW government under the Murray-Darling Basin 
Intergovernmental Agreement of 2008.  
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