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Introduction

Beekeeping management practices require
beekeepers to maintain high populations of bees
in their hives, have their bees on a honey-
producing crop, or have their apiaries in
particular areas for pollination purposes. As a
result there will be periods of time when apiaries
will be at risk of damage from pesticides.

This Primefact provides a basic knowledge of
the chemical name, product name and toxic
effect on honey bees of pesticides which
beekeepers are likely to come into contact with
when operating in areas where pesticides are
applied.

Note: This data was prepared in December
2005. It includes pesticides registered in NSW
recognised under international standards as
being toxic to honey bees. Based on available
information, all other pesticides registered in
NSW at December 2005 are either not toxic to
honey bees or do not pose a hazard to honey
bees due to their method of application.

Data on residual toxicity to honey bees, that is,
the amount of time a pesticide remains toxic to
bees after the time of application, has been
included if it is considered to have come from a
reliable source. The residual time of the toxic
effect of a pesticide applied in a field situation is
influenced by temperature, relative humidity,
dew and rain.

Beekeepers required to make decisions on the
management of apiaries situated in areas where

pesticides are being applied are advised that the
information is to be used as a guide only, due to
differences in formulations and weather
conditions which may occur when these
pesticides are applied in different areas of NSW.
NSW Department of Primary Industries

(NSW DPI) does not accept responsibility for the
accuracy of the data on residual toxic effects of
the named pesticide applied under NSW
conditions.

e This Primefact does not contain information on
pesticides registered for use in NSW after
December 2005.

e Where no data are provided for the residual toxic
effect: All chemicals listed in this Primefact have
been identified as toxic to honey bees and will
have a residual toxic effect ranging from a few
hours to a number of days. Not all pesticides
listed as toxic have data on their residual toxic
effect. Where no data are listed, this does not
mean the pesticide has no residual toxic effect
but that the residual toxic effect is not known.
Beekeepers should take this into account when
making management decisions.

This Primefact should be read in conjunction
with Primefact 148, Pesticides—reducing
damage to honey bees.
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Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is
based on knowledge and understanding at the time of
writing (December 2005). However, because of advances
in knowledge, users are reminded of the need to ensure
that information upon which they rely is up to date and to
check currency of the information with the appropriate
officer of New South Wales Department of Primary
Industries or the user’s independent adviser.
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*** Label statement. All instructions on Label Statement must be followed in NSW.

Label
statement
code Instruction
1 Dangerous to bees. DO NOT spray any plants in flower while bees are foraging.
2 Dangerous to bees. DO NOT spray any plants in flower while bees are foraging. Spray in the early morning while bees are

not actively foraging.

3 Dangerous to bees. Avoid direct application or drift of the spray mix onto beehives. DO NOT spray any plants in flower while
bees are foraging.

4 Dangerous to bees. DO NOT spray any plants in flower while bees are foraging. Some repellent effect may be apparent for
approximately 2 days.

5 Dangerous to bees. DO NOT apply to any areas where the crop, weeds, or cover crops are in flower at the time of spraying,
or are expected to flower within 28 days (7 days for pastures and sorghum) of spraying. Before spraying, ensure bees are
not foraging in the area to be sprayed or in any areas that may be contacted by spray or spray drift. Remove beehives from
areas to be sprayed and surrounding areas. Ensure an alternative (untreated) source of nectar is available for bees. If an
area has been sprayed accidently, in which the crop, weeds or cover crop were in flower or subsequently came into flower, it
is recommended that bees not be allowed into that area for at least 28 days (7 days for pastures and sorghum) from the time
of spraying.

6 Dangerous to bees. DO NOT spray any plants in flower while bees are foraging. Avoid direct application or drift of the spray
mix onto beehives. After the spray has dried, bees can safely forage flowering crops.

7 Dangerous to bees. DO NOT spray any plants in flower while bees are foraging. Risk is reduced by spraying in the early
morning or late evening.

8 Dangerous to bees. Avoid direct application or drift of the spray mix onto beehives. Once the spray deposit has dried,
foraging bees will not be affected.

9 Bee safety: The product presents a low hazard to bees, however, under good pesticide application practices application is
preferred when bees are not actively foraging.

10 Dangerous to bees. DO NOT spray any plants in flower while bees are foraging. Ensure beehives are removed from the
area to be treated and from adjacent paddocks.

Abbreviations

RED Registration Eligibility Decision

IRED Interim Registration Eligibility Decision

WP Wettable powder

SC Suspension concentrate

EC Emulsifiable concentrate

BCPC British Crop Protection Council (Pesticide Manual)
PRS Public Review Summary

EA Environment Australia

NRA National Registration Authority (how APVMA)
APVMA Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority
US EPA United States Environmental Protection Authority
> More than

< Less than
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