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Managing derelict mines
Scott Brooks 
Derelict Mines Coordinator 
Environmental Sustainability Branch 

What is a derelict mine? 
The NSW Department of Primary Industries (DPI) 
– Mineral Resources Division has identified over 
20,000 mineral localities in NSW. Of these, over 
570 sites are currently classified as derelict 
mines and are managed under the Derelict Mines 
Program. 
A derelict mine site may consist of a single mine 
shaft, or an entire mineral field. The majority of 
derelict mines are small scale metalliferous 
mines, many of which are located on Crown land. 
To qualify for inclusion in the program, a derelict 
mine must meet the following criteria: 

• Mining must have been authorised by a title 
issued under the Mining Act 1992 or its 
predecessors. The title must now be 
extinguished and mining permanently 
discontinued; and 

• No person or company, with direct 
responsibility for the rehabilitation of the site, 
can be located. 

 
Addressing contamination at derelict mines 
is a program priority. 

It is important to note that modern legislation, 
including the Mining Act, requires high 
environmental standards to ensure that current 

mines do not require government funding for their 
rehabilitation. 
Most derelict mines date from the late 19th or 
early 20th centuries. 

Aims of the program 
The aims of the Derelict Mines Program are to: 

• manage risks to public health and safety; 

• stabilise sites; 

• manage sources of site contamination and 
address offsite contaminant migration; 

• remove features limiting beneficial reuse of 
the site and its surroundings; 

• maintain or increase the biological diversity of 
species in the vicinity of the site; 

• conserve items of heritage value; and 

• improve the visual amenity of sites and their 
surroundings. 

 
Public safety is paramount in targeting derelict mines for 
rehabilitation. 

 



 
A derelict mine before and after rehabilitation efforts. 

Priorities of the program 
The priorities for site rehabilitation are based on: 

• risks to public safety; 

• pollution impacts on adjoining properties or 
catchments; 

• site contamination, erosion, or land 
degradation;  

• heritage significance and local community 
concerns; and 

• the location of the mine (Crown lands are 
given priority). 

It is unlikely that most derelict mine sites will be 
returned to pristine condition. 
 

 
Addressing pollution impacts on adjoining properties 
and catchments is a priority for mines like this one at 
Wisemans Creek North. 

Program funding and 
administration 
The Derelict Mines Program is directly funded by 
the NSW Treasury; however, funding for some of 
the larger projects has been provided by the 
Environmental Trust. The Trust is an independent 
statutory body established by the NSW 
government to support exceptional environmental 
projects not funded by usual government 
sources. 
Funding assistance can also be sought from the 
private sector. 

The program is administered by NSW DPI with 
oversight from the Derelict Mines Steering 
Committee. The committee consists of 
representatives from DPI, the Department of 
Environment and Conservation, the Department 
of Lands and NSW Minerals Council. 
The program has also formed cooperative 
partnerships with local and state government 
agencies, mining companies, Landcare and other 
community groups. The development of 
partnerships allows DPI greater access to 
resources and promotes ownership of 
rehabilitated areas. 
 

 
Rehabilitation at Sunny Corner has addressed issues of 
public concern and items of cultural heritage 
significance. 

Further information 
For further information on the NSW Derelict 
Mines Program contact: 
Derelict Mines Coordinator 
Phone: (02) 4931 6605 
 1300 736 122 
Fax: (02) 4931 6790 
Email: environment@dpi.nsw.gov.au 
Web: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
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Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is 
based on knowledge and understanding at the time of 
writing (November 2005). However, because of advances 
in knowledge, users are reminded of the need to ensure 
that information upon which they rely is up to date and to 
check currency of the information with the appropriate 
officer of New South Wales Department of Primary 
Industries or the user’s independent adviser. 
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