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Figure 1. A crop of faba beans being windrowed in the Henty district in 1997
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Walk a ‘W’ path through
the crop, checking 10-20

plants half way along each
length and at each point,
giving 9 sampling points.

Figure 2 Paddock sampling a faba bean paddock
using a ‘W’ path

Figure 3 Faba bean seed development showing
hilum and black line at physiological maturity.

Distinctive black
line indicating

seed physiological
maturity

Hilum—scar like
area where the
seed attaches to

the pod
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Di Carpenter

Determining seed maturity
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Paddock sampling
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When to windrow



Sample
pods at
each
node,
starting
with the
lower
pods

Pod sampling
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Figure 5 Pod and seed development of a plant at a
suitable development stage to windrow. Lower pods
are starting to turn black while top pods are still bright
green. The hilum of the seed from the lowest pod
has turned completely black. This figure should be
used as a guide only, as individual crops will vary.

Di Carpenter

Check top
pods for
the first
sign of
seed
maturity

Check
lower
pods for
potential
shattering

Figure 4 Pod sampling from a faba bean stem

Figure 6 Pod sampling and maturity determination
allow Paul Lieschke, Henty to confidently windrow his
faba beans on time

Di Carpenter



Further information contact
Peter Matthews, NSW Agriculture
Temora. Phone 02 6977 1277
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South Australian experience
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Western Australian experience
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Figure 7 Faba bean windrows ready for harvest

Di Carpenter, NSW Agriculture Wagga
Wagga. Phone 02 6938 1980
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