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Forests — all about wood

Sustainable timber Key forest areas in NSW

NSW has over 26 million hectares of forest covering about 33% of the state. This is about eight football
fields (four hectares) of forest for each person in NSW. More than 2 million hectares is State forest — a
form of public land managed by Forests NSW.

State forests are managed to balance the ways people use forests for timber production and
recreation with the conservation of unique forest features like wildlife, clean water and cultural

heritage sites. B W cotts Harbour
Timber from NSW State forests is certified as sustainable to the Australian Forestry Standard

AS 4708:2007 (AFS). This provides consumers with assurance that the forest and wood products they
are purchasing are from forests that are managed to the highest possible standards.

Soft or Hard?

Softwood and hardwood are terms that refer to the water-conducting cells in a living tree from which
timber comes, and not to the hardness or softness of the wood itself. You can see the differences
between the different cells when you look at wood samples through a microscope.
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Forests NSW is a public trading enterprise within NSW Department of Primary Industries



