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MINISTER VISITS DROUGHT-AFFECTED WALGETT 
 
NSW Minister for Primary Industries, Katrina Hodgkinson, has today met with primary 
producers and residents in drought-affected Walgett.   
 
Ms Hodgkinson attended “BBQ and a B ale”, an event organised by North West and North 
Coast Local Land Services, which saw the Coffs Harbour Council slash a local reserve to 
bale 177 bales of fodder and truck them westward for drought-affected farmers.  
 
“This fodder was provided free to producers at today’s event, which is about bringing 
drought-affected producers together to meet with Commonwealth and N SW agencies to 
discuss what assistance may be available to them,” Ms Hodgkinson said.  
 
“Local Land Services has played a crucial role in responding to this prolonged drought, both 
through providing timely information about seasonal conditions to the NSW Government 
and in advising producers on how best to manage the drought. 
 
“This organisation has provided a valuable on-ground linkage between primary producers 
and other NSW Government services, like the important Rural Support Worker Program. 
 
“While much of NSW has received a good autumn and winter break, large parts of the North 
West – including Walgett – are in desperate need of rainfall.” 
 
Ms Hodgkinson said the NSW Liberals & Nationals Government is committed to providing 
ongoing drought preparedness and in-drought assistance measures, which complement the 
Commonwealth Government’s support.  
 
“The NSW Government has put in place more than $30 million of temporary emergency 
assistance measures since November last year,” Ms Hodgkinson said.  
 
“It is important that our continuing assistance dovetails in neatly with Commonwealth 
support measures and is in line with the Intergovernmental Agreement on National Drought 
Program Reform.” 
 
Ms Hodgkinson said the NSW Rural Assistance Authority is working with other NSW 
Government agencies, and the Commonwealth Government, to quickly obtain necessary 
regulatory approvals to administer the $100 million Drought Concessional Loans Scheme.  
 
“NSW received the final guidelines from the Commonwealth Government last Wednesday 
and we are working on opening applications as soon as possible,” Ms Hodgkinson said.  
 
Details about NSW Government drought assistance are available at www.dpi.nsw.gov.au.  
 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/

