
Centennial Park Equestrian Centre 
LOCK DOWN
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Initial Lockdown
Quarantine Notice issued at 7.45 pm on Friday, 24th August 2007 (Geoff Mills, 
RLPB Ranger, Moss Vale).

All entry/exit points were locked.

Lockdown maintained overnight (RLPB & Security Guard).

Initial inventory completed at CPEC:
152 horses (half were privately owned, the other half were riding school).
9 businesses:
• 5 riding schools;
• 1 fodder store;
• 1 veterinary practice;
• 1 farrier;
• 1 agistment provider.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Out of 152 horses, Geoff heard only 3 or 4 coughing during the night.



First Response trailer located on site (Kevin Cooper).



www.dpi.nsw.gov.au

Saturday, 25th August 2007
First Response Team members arrived at 
CPEC 5.00 am.
Entry/exit register established at CPEC 
entrance.
Equine Influenza information sheets handed 
out to all staff and horse owners.
Decontamination facilities were established.
Met with Centennial Park Managers.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most horse owners did not know what was going on.



We met with Centennial Park Manager, Dee Vodden, and other Centennial Park trust members.



There were a lot of students arriving for riding lessons, plus tourists wanting trail rides, etc.
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Saturday, 25th – Media Attention
Key concerns due to media attention:

Strong national and international media 
presence.

High emotions shown by tenants and 
businesses operating at Centennial Park.

Attempts were made to shield CPEC 
tenants and businesses from media 
attention (tarps and plastic were placed 
over the main entry gates). 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All types of media present:  print (New York Times), freelance journalists, TV and radio.



The attempts to shield CPEC from media attention were in vain, as media soon circled in helicopters and found vantage points from high rise buildings adjacent to CPEC.



During attempts to shield out the media, we received a call from Kevin Cooper, who did not want it to appear we were hiding anything – so a difficult situation it was!
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How long they were going to be in 
quarantine?
When could they get their horses out?
Can sick horses be kept away from 
healthy ones within Centennial Park?
What is the procedure for getting feed 
and bedding in, and manure out?
Businesses were concerned with their 
ability to trade (livelihood).

Saturday, 25th – Tennant/Horse Owner Meeting
Issues arising from this meeting were:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As DPI rep, I attended this meeting.



Length of quarantine – general comment:  our horses have now had it, why do we have to be in quarantine?



Riding schools particularly concerned if they could stay afloat whilst no lessons/ pleasure rides going on.



Animosity toward each other (horse owners), re: sick horses having contact with healthy ones.  (Next day, all sick anyway!)



Could they exercise their horses out in Centennial Park, where they usually do?



Some of the characters were Judge Ian Dodd (retired) – “Judge Noddy”;  Joe Bailey, prominent hairdresser;  and I believe Barry Buffier was to attend CPEC that morning for a riding lesson.
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Operation “Horse S***”

SOP developed
for the introduction and 

removal of feed, 
bedding and manure.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Something like 156 bins of manur were removed from CPEC every second day, plus another 30 odd from the Mounted Police stables escorted to Eastern Creek where its immediate burial/truck decontamination was supervised.



Every other day saw a truckload of feed, one large truck of shavings, and a horse float of shavings brought into CPEC.



DPI staff rostered to facilitate these movements.
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Ongoing Testing

Keith Hart, DV (Moss Vale RLPB), and his vet team.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the quarantine, a sentinal horse project was developed.  Part of this was for all horses on CPEC to be nasal swabbed and blood tested prior to introduction of sentinal horses.



This raised many mixed emotions of horse owners in CPEC.
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The job’s not done until all the paperwork is in, and the 
money’s counted (or accounted for)!

The Paper Work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Regulatory Officer, Darryl Cooper, ensuring there is correct weight in the petty cash float, and all the paperwork is complete.
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Situation at CPEC Today

As at 17/10/08, there 
were approximately 192 

horses residing at 
Centennial Park, and all 
the businesses appear to 

be back to normal.

THE END
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