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The Game Council NSW licensed hunting system 

has introduced a new category of forest-user to 

our State forests.

Alongside bushwalkers, mountain bike riders 

and picnickers, there are now thousands of 

responsible firearm users and bowhunters sharing 

the enjoyment of these public lands.

Known as voluntary conservation hunters, 

this new forest user group is also providing vital 

environmental benefits to the forest landscape.

These benefits include the removal of game 

and feral animals from ‘declared’ hunting areas 

including 13 000 rabbits, 5000 feral goats, 4000 

feral pigs and 3000 foxes since hunting began in 

NSW State forests in 2006.

“The Game Council NSW is the licensing 

authority, while Forests NSW remain the land 

managers – it’s a successful partnership that 

has seen nearly 30 000 game and feral animals 

removed from State forests with very few 

problems,” Forests NSW chief executive, Nick 

Roberts, said. 

Today, this system covers a total of 460 declared 

State forests (covering 2.2 million hectares of land) 

which also includes the removal of wild deer, hares, 

wild dogs (not dingoes) and feral cats.

Game Council chief executive officer Brian 

Boyle says the NSW conservation hunting model 

has worked brilliantly since its inception.

“Licensed hunters have conducted themselves 

in an exemplary and unobtrusive manner with 

other forest users mostly unaware of their 

presence,” Brian said.

All hunting under the Game Council system is 

carried out under a Restricted (R-Licence) permit. 

These R-Licensed hunters, numbering nearly 

10 000, all undergo a world-class accreditation 

that involves hunter training, firearms and the law, 

animal welfare, and environmental issues.

Other features of the system 
include:

• �Proposed hunting forests are assessed 

under Austral ian Standard Risk 

Assessment 3460

• �Exempted areas include camping grounds, 

access roads, boundary areas, and 

established heavily-used walking routes

• �Hunting is limited to one hunter per 400 

hectares (1000 acres) of available land 

with all hunters having accreditation under 

the Game Council licensing system

• �Licensed hunters must book their hunt via 

the Game Council’s written permission system 

recording which forest they want to hunt in, what 

type of hunting they are doing, their vehicle 

details, and if they have dogs with them.

“These restrictions, the most stringent in 

Australia, ensure that the Game Council is aware 

of where licensed hunters are at all times,” Brian 

Boyle said.

“It’s important to understand that hunting is 

not happening in all State forests, and in those 

where it is allowed, there are arrangements in 

place to ensure commonsense protection for 

other potential forest users.”

The Game Council also has a network of game 

managers based around major hunting areas of 

the State, with their work including forest patrols, 

licence checks, advising hunters on suitable 

forests for hunting, and being on-the-ground 

Game Council representatives at shows, expos, 

and field days.

“Our game managers are involved in 

compliance operations with local Police which 

have netted a number of illegal and unlicensed 

hunters in recent years,” Brian said.

The recent statewide launch of the “Bush Alert” 

rural reporting crime initiative after a successful 

two-year trial near Orange is further evidence 

of Forests NSW and the Game Council’s 

commitment to catching illegal hunters.

“Our aim is to put the illegal hunters out 

of business; the future of hunting in State 

forests in NSW is the Game Council,” 

Brian said.

–  David Dixon  

Game Council NSW, Orange

Conservation hunting in State forests

Game Council’s network of game managers 
provide an essential statewide compliance and 
regulatory role to control hunting in forests. 
Photo courtesy Game Council NSW
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Power poles are such a part of the modern 

landscape they hardly warrant a second 

thought for most people. They are there and 

they silently do their job day in and day out.

But behind the scenes there are people 

who care so much about the welfare of 

these innocuous power poles that they have 

had one test site of 700 poles under study 

for almost 35 years. It is on a corner of a 

road in Wedding Bells State Forest near 

Coffs Harbour, and is still, after all this time, 

in the care of at least two of the people who 

helped establish it.

One is David Gardner, formerly a research 

officer with the Forestry Commission of NSW 

who is still keeping the poles under study as 

a consultant for the electricity supply industry, 

and forester David Wilson, who is still with 

Forests NSW in Coffs Harbour.

The plot went in the ground in 1976. Another 

long-term pole test site was established in 

Belanglo State Forest in 1968.

“The Wedding Bells site was established 

to examine ways of combating soft rot in 

the sapwood of preservative-treated timber 

poles,” David Gardner said. “The chromated 

copper arsenate (CCA) treatment of poles in 

Australia began in the mid 1960s, but very 

early in their use in Queensland they found 

that soft rot, a type of fungal degrade, was an 

enormous problem.”

The pole trial tested the three common 

full-length pole treatments of the time, 

pentachlorophenol (PCP), CCA and creosote.

“We were aiming to find a means of 

increasing the performance of treated 

poles and to reduce the degradation of the 

preservative-treated sapwood of the poles,” 

David said.

“Around 18 different treatments were 

applied; most to improve performance and 

some to make the effects of soft rot worse.

“This trial has been supported by the 

electricity supply industry from the outset. 

The current research is mainly funded by the 

Energy Networks Association (ENA), the peak 

national body representing gas and electricity 

distribution businesses throughout Australia, 

providing governments, policy makers and 

the community with a single point of reference 

for major energy network issues.”

David said that there was no time limit set 

for the trial site, so after a career with Forests 

NSW he is still involved as a consultant.

“We have put in additional poles over the 

years, and the site has been inspected at 

regular intervals since its installation, with the 

last inspection in October last year,” David said.

“Results from the trial were used in 1997 

to recommend to the NSW electr icity 

supply industry that the first inspection for 

preservative-treated timber poles be deferred 

from five or six years to 15 years, resulting in a 

substantial cost saving.

“From the forestry point of view, the trial 

was intended to show the reliability of the 

product, which is perhaps now beyond doubt 

as there are more than six million timber poles 

in service across Australia, and many of them 

are preservative treated.

“The data from the current inspection of 

the Wedding Bells and Belanglo sites will 

be considered with data developed from 

in-service preservative-treated poles in two 

different climate zones—Sydney metropolitan 

area and the Bathurst/Orange area.

“This trial will be even more valuable the 

older it gets.”

–  Howard Spencer  

Public Affairs & Media, Coffs Harbour

Photos (left to right): The remaining poles in the Wedding Bells State Forest trial as they are today Photo by Howard Spencer; David Gardner, right, as the pole trial was established in the 1970s. 
Photo by David Wilson ; The two Davids today still on the job at the Wedding Bells State Forest pole trial: David Wilson, right and David Gardner centre.
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Other fire fighting vehicles lovingly 

brought back to life include a 1920s 

Furphy water cart, 1960s R series 

Bedford, 1970s M series Bedford 

and 1980s Isuzu.

These machines are now the 

‘babies’ of southern area workshop 

manager Peter Smith, involved in 

tanker restoration for 20 years. 

Peter took over as chief custodian 

of the tankers when restorer 

extraordinaire and local identity Bill 

Callinan retired in 2002, after being 

in charge of the Batlow workshop 

for 24 years.

The La France engine - a Pierce-

Arrow V12 with 24-sparkplug dual 

ignition - has a pump capable of 

delivering 1000 gallons of water 

per minute. It is one of a batch 

sent from the USA to Australia in 

World War II to equip RAAF fire 

fighter crews, and it is believed to 

be the only one in working order 

in NSW. 

After the war, 45 of these tankers 

became the mainstay of the Forestry 

Commission fire tanker fleet.

The 1942, the Chev Blitz forest fire fighter 

was also designed for wartime use. Unlike 

the La France, the Blitz has four-wheel-drive 

capacity and a separate pump motor on the 

back, which allowed it to fight fires while on 

the move.

This machine was very effective in rugged 

forest terrain, and once again there are very 

few Chev Blitz fire tankers in working order 

in Australia, making this machine an item of 

great interest, especially for fire tanker buffs.

Peter said each of the restored vehicles 

has a unique past. Take for instance the La 

France, which Bill found in a paddock behind 

the police station in Narrandera in 1990. It 

belonged to the Narrandera Historical Society 

and the workshop purchased it for $800.

“It was with great pride that we took the 

La France back to Narrandera in 2002 

to the John O’Brien Festival Parade,” 

Peter said. 

The restored fire tankers have also 

been a feature at local events, as well 

as travelling on low loaders to Walcha in 

1998 for a Timber Expo and Bombala in 

2000 for an Engine Rally.

In 1997, the La France travelled across 

the Sydney Harbour Bridge to launch 

‘Bushfire Awareness Week’.

“It’s a big honour to look after such 

a wonderful part of our history and the 

younger guys working in the workshop 

also have the opportunity to work on  

these fabulous old machines,” Peter said.

“We get fire tankers enthusiasts visiting 

the workshop. One man has been visiting 

to take photos so that he can get his 

restoration of a La France as close as 

possible to the original.” 

Peter said as well as the tankers, the 

workshop has an extensive photographic 

collection of old fire tankers and forestry 

vehicles (the walls of main office are lined 

with photos), and they are also collecting 

old Forestry Commission signage.

“We’re very keen to collect more signs, so 

if people have any lying around in back sheds, 

could they please contact the workshop because 

we would love to add them to our collection.

“The Forestry Commission was established in 

1916, and here at the Batlow workshop, we feel 

that we are doing our bit to ensure that its heritage 

is not lost to the passage of time,” he said.

Walking into Forests NSW 
Batlow workshop is like taking a trip back in time - the 
workshop is home to five restored fire fighting vehicles dating  
back to the La France and Chev Blitz in 1942.

Above: 1960 R Series Bedford tanker 
driven by the now retired Joe Corby 
in the ‘Festival of the Falling Leaf’ at 
Tumut in 2005. Photo by David Booby

Retired regional manager, Don Hobson drives the La France at the 2005 
‘Festival of the Falling Leaf’ parade at Tumut. Photo by David Booby

1942 Chevy Blitz driven by the now retired Martin Marriott, a fitter at the 
Batlow workshop. Martin assisted in the restoration of the Chevy and loved 
to drive it in as many parades as possible. Photo by David Booby

–  Sarah Chester  

Public Affairs & Media, Albury
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Kobus conducting an audit to see if forestry 
roading activities comply with standards.  
Photo by Magda Maree

A leopard in Kruger National Park, South Africa. 
Keen photographer and forester Kobus Maree 
has left his homeland to work in State forest 
plantations near Tumut. Photo by Kobus Maree

Global 
influence 

on local 
forests

Background image: Scenic Mountains on 
back road between Stellenboch and Paarl,
South Western Cape, South Africa Photo 
by Kobus Maree

Over a drink not far from the famed Kruger 

National Park, Kobus Maree and his wife Magda 

discussed a momentous change - the possibility 

of exchanging forestry in South Africa for forestry 

in Australia.

This discussion became reality some time later 

after a 4am call (South African time) from Forests 

NSW regional manager Bob Germantse to interview 

Kobus about an infrastructure job at Tumut.

Kobus remembers well his arrival in Canberra. 

After entering ‘Tumut’ in the hire-car GPS, he 

certainly took the shortest route to Tumut, but 

it was very rough at night via Wee Jasper Way, 

and meant he quickly became acquainted with 

Australian wildlife.

Since then a new way of life has opened up for 

Kobus, Magda, and their two young children Wilmé 

and Karlien. It has been a big change for Magda, 

who is now a stay-at-home mum, after many years 

of working in the timber industry.

Forests NSW infrastructure manager at Tumut, 

Roger Davies, says Kobus’ arrival at Tumut was 

timely as Forests NSW is currently reviewing how it 

develops its forest infrastructure, particularly roads.

“The organisation is tapping into Kobus’ 

knowledge of forest engineering,” he says.

“We are currently reviewing our practices, and 

it is an opportunity to get ideas  from someone 

who has seen a variety of techniques and 

practices elsewhere.”

When Kobus left South Africa in May 2009, he 

was fibre resources manager for Mondi Forests 

(now York Timbers), drawing up the annual log 

supply budget for the company, which owned  

60 000 hectares of plantation and use almost all of 

the logs for its own mills. 

He also was responsible for maintaining FSC 

forest certification for the forest division of York 

Timbers.

Kobus says the plantation pine industry 

in Australia is similar to South Africa, although 

Australia is much more mechanised.

“In South Africa, it’s very manual with big 

teams of people doing things. For example, 

much of the tree felling is done with chainsaws, 

whereas here it is nearly all done by harvesting 

machines,” he says.

“I’m used to an environment where approximately 

95 per cent of work is contracted out, where with 

Forests NSW much of the work is done in-house.

“The pine trees also looked strange to me initially, 

as I am used to all the trees being pruned.”

Kobus is very taken with the beauty of the 

rolling hills of Tumut and the colourful bird life, 

which has allowed him to indulge his passion for 

photography.

“I find the guys struggle to ‘get’ my accent over 

the two-way radios, and I find some of their accents 

difficult too. I quickly learnt to say ‘yeah’ or ‘yep’ 

rather than ‘ja’ (meaning yes) in South Africa.

“I think there is a lot more freedom here - it is 

a more relaxed lifestyle and the quality of life is 

better,” he says.

Kobus and his family are now in the process 

of buying a house in Tumut and intend to make 

Australia their permanent home.

–  Sarah Chester  

Public Affairs & Media, Albury
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Breeding brolgas a boost 
to wetland programs

From top: Locally invasive giant rush has been burnt to restore 
habitat for birds and fish. Photo by Mick Lalor; Brolgas have 
returned to Moira State Forest to breed Photo © Peter Merritt; 
Brolga eggs on the nest are evidence of the success of restoration 
programs. Photo by Gary Miller

While undertaking aerial mapping of a recent fire in river red gum forests south of 

Deniliquin, Forests NSW regional manager, Gary Rodda, saw a very unusual and 

uplifting sight.

He observed a pair of brolgas nesting in a wetland in Moira State Forest. Brolgas 

had previously not been seen in the area for more than 50 years. 

“I was particularly excited as this is a sign that ongoing extensive wetland 

rehabilitation projects are having an impact,” Gary said. “These projects have been 

underway for the past 15 years with the aim of restoring more natural wetting and 

drying cycles to the region’s red gum forests.”

Forests NSW has undertaken these projects in conjunction with the Murray Wetlands 

Working Group, Murray Catchment Management Authority (CMA), Murray Darling 

Basin Authority, private irrigators, Office of Water, Department of Environment, Climate 

Change and Water and more recently federal government departments.

For the past 10 years, the restoration program has included ecological burns in the 

wetlands to reduce the prevalence of the locally invasive giant rush (Juncus ingens), 

and restore suitable foraging habitat for bird and aquatic life. 

Historical records show that giant rush would only have occupied a small amount of 

these wetlands. 

Forests NSW and Murray CMA have also been working together on a targeted 

fox control program in Moira State Forest to reduce predators of birdlife and other 

native animals.

“These changes in habitat are likely to be a major factor in returning the brolgas to 

the wetlands, and are a good example of Forests NSW using a cooperative approach 

to restore and manage critical elements of the landscape,” Gary said.

The brolga find is particularly significant because the wetlands in Moira State Forest 

are listed as being of world significance under the Ramsar international agreement, 

which promotes wise use of wetlands. 

The listing of the area is made more interesting because the wetlands are also 

‘working’ forests providing a range of conservation and production benefits.

Management plans for the area, developed by Forests NSW in consultation with 

other stakeholders, cover flooding regimes, woodland rehabilitation, sustainable 

timber harvesting, threatened species and ecological community recovery. 

“Forests NSW management of these wetland ecosystems is important to the ecology 

of the region, as they form an integral part of the forest food chain,” Gary said.

“In these backwaters, moira grass, giant rush, cumbungi grass and water milfoil are 

often prolific, while the lagoons provide excellent habitat for native birds and fish.

“Large numbers of waterbird species including the great egret, intermediate egret, 

nankeen night heron, carp-eating cormorants and locust-eating ibises, as well as the 

brolgas, rely on these wetlands to breed.

“Forests NSW also closely monitors and manages environmental flows into wetlands 

in the Moira State Forest to provide suitable foraging and nesting habitat in order to 

provide the best possible chance of fledging the brolga chicks.”

Chairman of the Murray CMA, Alex Anthony, said this sighting gave heart to all 

those farmers and others in the community working hard to conserve our biodiversity.

“To see these iconic birds of the western Murray catchment back again in the 

wetlands of Moira State Forest, demonstrates that with careful management we can 

restore eco-systems and reverse declines in plant and animal populations,” she said.

–  Sarah Chester  

Public Affairs & Media, Albury
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Brian Boyd started work with the 

Forestry Commission when he was 15 

years old, after his dad told him he 

could leave school if he could get a job.

He began his forestry career in 

Jenolan State Forest doing nursery 

work, planting, pruning and other 

maintenance jobs as part of a gang of 

40 or more people.

Brian was the youngest person in 

the gang, who used to ‘camp out’ all 

week at a permanent site in Jenolan 

State Forest, south of Oberon.

“We had to cook all our own meals 

and the groceries were delivered out 

to the camp by the mail man. It was fun 

and I really enjoyed the life,” he says.

“In those days we had log trucks, but 

we were still using draught horses to 

drag (snig) the pine out of the forests, 

which was done by contractors.  

“There weren’t even many chain 

saws, some of them had them, but 

some used bowsaws for cutting the 

pine - and that was hard work. And 

nearly every tree was pruned then too, 

and that too was tough work.

“It feels like a long time ago, when 

things were nearly all done manually, 

and to keep yourself warm you worked 

harder.”

Forestry was a family affair. Brian’s 

mother’s father was one of the first 

forestry supervisors at Jenolan. The 

first plantings in the area in 1929 

still stand today, on the edge of the 

Jenolan Cave’s Road, forming a 

majestic drive for tourists heading to 

the famous local caves. 

Br ian ’s  fa ther  worked in  the 

hardwood timber industry for a long 

time as a tree feller, and his brother 

worked for the Forestry Commission 

for a while, before going timber cutting 

as a contractor.

For many years, Brian lived in a 

forestry house in Jenolan forest and this 

is where his three children where raised.

“I’ve done nearly everything you can 

to do with pines from roading, surveys 

and fire fighting, to liaison work with 

the public at the finish,” he says.

“I never thought I would stay in one 

job so long, but I loved it, and it was a 

job that grew with me.”

It is not unusual for forestry workers 

to stay in the business for 40 or more 

years, as Brian explains it becomes a 

way of life.

“A lot of the young guys were sad to 

see me go because of my knowledge 

of the region, which is valuable, and 

they used to ask me lots of questions,” 

he says.

Brian, now 66, plans to travel a little 

with his wife Rosemary, but says he 

will continue to return to the region 

and the pines he loves.

Top: Brian Boyd relaxing during a bushfire training session. Bottom: Brian 
has lived and worked in pine forests near Oberon for almost 50 years and 
retirement won’t keep him away from the area he loves. Forests NSW 
Macquarie Region

Forestry a way 
of life for Brian

Late last year Brian Boyd retired from Forests 
NSW after an amazing 48 years of service in 
pine plantations around Bathurst and Oberon. 
Sarah Chester chats to a man who has seen 
plenty of changes in the forestry business.
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Forests provide a great backdrop for recreation, 

from bushwalking to camping, mountain bike riding 

to motor rallies, forests are home to all manner of 

nature and adventure-based recreation pursuits. 

Forests NSW plays an important role in providing 

recreation and tourism opportunities to the community. 

“As a government trading enterprise, recreation 

services are part of our business and we are looking 

at ways to improve our services and maximise the 

opportunities for competitive recreation provisions,” 

Forests NSW chief executive, Nick Roberts, said.

“The nature of our business means the delivery of 

recreation and tourism services are complementary 

to, but not the same as, those delivered by National 

Parks and Wildlife Service, local government  and 

the commercial sector.”

Recreation in NSW State forests occurs on several 

levels. At the simplest level, visitors access forest roads 

and recreation areas with basic facilities. There are 

also key recreation areas which provide opportunities 

for local communities and users after a particular 

experience. Camping areas on the Murray River are 

a great example - attracting over 20 000 locals and 

tourists over the summer months. These aspects of 

recreation in State forests are free to the public.

“Forests offer free public access for basic 

recreation,” said Nick. “This is an important and 

valued opportunity for ‘mum and dad’ users and is 

often the only way people have direct interaction 

with forests.”

Moving further up the recreation tree, Forests 

NSW offers a range of organised activities under 

a permit-based system. Permits ensure equitable 

management of the use of the forest and minimise 

risks to users and the forest environment.

Permits are issued for either single events (Special 

Purpose Permits) or yearly access to a specific site 

(Occupation Permit). 

“The activities permitted in State forests are broad 

and we offer opportunities not often available on 

other land tenures like four-wheel driving and trail 

bike riding,” said Nick.

“We are also looking to create icon sites across 

the state – capitalising on existing sites which are 

significant and adding extra services and facilities to 

make them into something truly spectacular.”

Forests NSW has a unique place in the recreation 

and tourism market and is actively pursuing ideas 

for commercial ventures, particularly those which 

add to the forest experience. 

The recreation and tourism policy is available 

online at www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/forests/recreation/

policy

–  Carolyn Smith 

Corporate Community Partnerships, Sydney

Easy enjoyment in forestsEasy enjoyment in forests

Photos: Forests NSW Image Library
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The competition invites budding 
photographers and lovers of State forests 
everywhere to capture what forests mean 
to them, with the theme ‘State forests – part 
of your everyday’.

Acting manager corporate and 
community partnerships and competition 
organiser, Joanna Bodley is looking 
forward to receiving entries.

“The calibre of entries in our 2008 
competition was very high and we are 
expecting the same this year,” Joanna said.  
“It’s a great reason to make the time to visit 
a State forest and have a think about what 
it means to you.”

The competition is expanding with 
photographs taken in State forests further 
afield being accepted.

“This year, we are opening up the 
competition earlier and are also accepting 
entries of photographs taken right across 
NSW, in any of our 700 State forests,” 
Joanna said.

“Photographers can even interpret the 
theme further by photographing a unique 
timber structure or forest product.”

To enter, photographs must be taken 
before 30 September 2010, with full 
conditions of entry available at www.dpi.
nsw.gov.au/forests 

While photographs can be captured on 
film or digitally, they need to be submitted 
electronically to enter.

Judged by a panel of experts, some great 
cash prizes are on offer including: 1st 
$500, 2nd $300, 3rd $150.

Winners will be announced during the 
Cumberland Family Forest Fair (in north-
west Sydney) on 10  October 2010, with the 
winning images featured in Bush Telegraph 
magazine, as well on Forests NSW website.

So get inspired and start snapping today!

- Carolyn Smith 
Corporate Community Partnerships, Sydney

Easy enjoyment in forests Forests NSW is encouraging amateur photographers with a passion and flair 
for forests and forest products to enter its 2010 photography competition.

�Set your camera on its the highest 
•	

quality setting. It means fewer pictures 

on the memory card but they will be 

better quality and blow up to poster size.

�Take control of the pictures: the simple 
•	

settings might be fine, but if the 

camera is capable of better manual 

controls, learn how to get better depth 

of field and sharper photos.

�Learn how to use the white balance: 
•	

nearly all digital cameras have white 

balance controls hidden away. They 

can make exposures better, especially 

if the proper shadow settings are used 

for the tricky light you can find in 

some forest settings.

�Think about macro: pictures of small 
•	

creatures or parts of a tree or plant 

can take on a whole new meaning 

when you take a close up.

�Have a tripod – then use it: taking 
•	

pictures in dark forest areas can 

mean long exposures, and any 

movement of the photographer or the 

subject can mean photos will be soft 

or out of focus. A tripod will help keep 

the camera still.

�Take a number of photos from 
•	

different angles and different 

exposures and pick the best one.

Tips for taking fabulous forestry photos with a digital camera
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Above left to right: Deirdre Familton’s ‘The Ladybird’s Palace’; Gary Lim’s ‘Lorikeet Couple’;  
Lynette Wright’s ‘New fern frond unfurling to life’
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The Principal of Industry & Investment NSW Tocal College, Dr Cameron 

Archer, is steaming ahead with the development of the new National 

Primary Industries Education Foundation (PIEF).

Cameron is Chair of the Board of the Foundation, established in 

2009 as a not-for-profit company with support from a range of industry, 

government and educational organisations.

One of the country’s leading agricultural educators, Cameron said the 

Foundation was aiming to provide great stuff for the classroom.

“Our goal is to grow student understanding of the role and of 

agriculture, fisheries and forestry, as well as the management practices 

employed in these industries,” Cameron said.

“We want conversations in the classroom and broader community to 

be based on credible and factual information, and in turn that students 

see careers in these industries as appealing and rewarding.”

The Foundation plans to commission, coordinate, facilitate and manage 

national projects to encourage primary industries education in schools 

and provide credible, objective and relevant resources.

Organisations which have supported the establishment 

of PIEF include the Australian Government (Department 

of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry), with National 

Farmers’ Federation, Meat & Livestock Australia, National 

Association of Agricultural Educators, Australian Council of 

Deans of Agriculture and the CB Alexander Foundation. 

The Foundation Board is currently developing a final 

membership proposal and will be seeking membership 

from industry and educational organisations. Cameron 

hopes to see member numbers quickly grow over 2010, 

including members from the forestry sector. For further 

information check out www.primaryindustrieseducation.

com.au

–  Leah Flint

Communications, Maitland

Strickland State Forest on the NSW central coast has become a hot 

destination for excursions for both primary and secondary school 

students.

For several years primary students have flocked to the forest to study 

the local environment as a part of a unit on rainforests.

In 2009, a new excursion program for secondary students was trialled.

“Students explore parts of forest that have been harvested in the past to 

gain insight into harvesting methods and sustainable timber production in 

NSW,” Forests NSW senior ranger, Tim Liston, said. “They also look at the 

arboretum – a planting of trees that is one of the oldest in Australia – to 

examine different species, their timber properties and end uses.

“We also address the hot environmental topic today, being carbon, and 

students measure trees to determine their carbon storage capacity.”

The excursion is designed for year 9 and 10 Industrial Technology 

students.

For information about Strickland State forest go to www.dpi.nsw.gov.

au/forests/recreation For information about excursions go to www.dpi.

nsw.gov.au/forests/education

–  Joanna Bodley

Corporate Community Partnerships, Sydney

National education foundation established

Left: A new national education foundation has been established to 
ensure students are aware of the rewarding and appealing careers 
available in primary industries. Photo courtesy Tocal College

Right: Strickland State Forest near Gosford is gaining a reputation for fascinating school 
excursions. Photo Forests NSW Image Library

Destination forests
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Keeping Cascade clean: Forests NSW has re-sealed the road in front of 
this facility to eradicate dust problems. Photo by Howard Spencer 

Forests NSW staff have been busy demonstrating the scientific side 

of forestry to primary and high school students at a range of events 

including ‘Science in the City’ at the Australian Museum, Sydney, ‘Science 

in the Bush’ at Coffs Harbour and ‘Science Exposed’ at the Hyde Park 

Barracks in Sydney.

Staff went in armed with timber slices, microscopes, slides and scales 

to set up educational displays on carbon storage and how to measure 

it, as well as the different cell structures of softwood and hardwood and 

what products they make.

‘Science in the City’, an initiative of the Australian Museum and the 

University of Sydney, is Australia’s largest science event for students 

with hundreds of classes with hands-on demonstrations and daily 

workshops over six days. ‘Science in the Bush’ brings the event closer 

to rural communities, with staff from Forests NSW joining the Coffs 

Harbour event in late 2009.

‘Science Exposed’ is a free event supported by the NSW Office for 

Science & Medical Research staged over two days in October 2009, with 

more than 1500 students attending.

Cumberland State Forest ranger, Mike Hill, attended the events and 

said the exercise was great for expanding forest education to a wider 

audience.

“It is rewarding conveying the forestry messages across to students,” 

Mike said “There are many disciplines of science involved in the forestry 

industry, from basic cell structure to carbon storage and climate change 

issues.”

To cater for different age groups, staff tailor their demonstrations.

“With primary school students the focus is more concerned with 

just how many timber products we use every day like timber house 

frames, books and even toilet paper and how environmentally 

sustainable timber products are,” Mike said. 

“For high school students, we work out how much carbon is 

stored in a tree by measuring the circumference, finding out 

whether it is hardwood or softwood, then using an online formula 

to calculate. We can then explain that the carbon is locked away in 

products after the tree has been harvested for hundreds of years.”

For more information about Forests NSW Education program 

contact Forests NSW education coordinator on T: (02) 9872 0105.

Forest science exposed in the city and in the bush

–  Carolyn Smith 

Corporate Community Partnerships, Sydney

Dust-off for Cascade Environmental Centre

Left: Cumberland State Forest ranger, Mike Hill, assists some students in measuring 
the weight of carbon in a blackbutt. Photo by Carmen Perry

Forests NSW has re-sealed Briggsvale Road in front of the Cascade 

Environmental Education Centre north of Dorrigo.

The centre is located in the picturesque historic timber village of 

Cascade, which was also once a railway station on the now disused 

Glenreagh to Dorrigo railway.

There are still timber and railway artefacts scattered through the 

nearby bushland, including the tiny Cascade Railway Station siding.

“The work involved removing the existing bitumen, 

reshaping the road and then re-sealing with a two-

coat seal,” Forests NSW North East Region harvesting 

forester Justin Black said.

“While it was only a small job covering about 400 

metres and costing around $35,000 it will provide 

protection for the environment centre and local 

residents from trucks hauling timber from Wild Cattle 

Creek State Forest.

“This work is part of Forests NSW commitment to 

the community and road safety and is one of many 

community service projects carried out across the state 

each year.”

The centre offers residential and one day programs supporting the 

school curriculum in environmental education and all key learning areas.

Cascade is some 22 kilometres from Dorrigo. Off centre programs 

are provided at a variety of venues between Arrawarra Headland, 

Dorrigo and Hat Head National Park.

–  Howard Spencer  

Public Affairs & Media, Coffs Harbour
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New publications

For copies of any of these publications phone  
Forests NSW Information Centre on 1300 655 687.

Annual Report 2008-09

For the first time, the report combines Forests 

NSW financial performance with its environmental, 

economic and social indicators (previously 

reported separately).

Latest on our webpages
Recreation – www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/forests/recreation 

Since being launched last year the site has undergone a makeover to make it easier to 

use and find your favourite recreation spot or activity. And don’t forget you can buy maps 

online as well.

Firewood permit – with winter around the corner head online to get your firewood 

collection permit. For less than $30 you can gain access to an area of State forest to collect 

1 tonne of firewood. Remember, only fallen wood can be collected (this permit does not give 

permission to cut down trees). Visit www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/forests/permits to find out how.

Education presentations – a series of presentations is available for teachers through 

our education portal LandLearn NSW. Forests presentations cover pine plantations, 

carbon storage in forests and the history of forestry.  

Visit www.landlearnnsw.org.au to check them out.

Climate change for schools – a comprehensive collation of web based information on 

climate change and how it affects the primary industry sectors (agriculture, fisheries, mining 

and forestry) is now online at www.landlearnnsw.org.au  Developed specifically for school 

students, this content is a valuable resources for assignments.

Far South Coast map

Available online at: 

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/forests/recreation 

or by phoning 1300 655 687

Facts and figures 2008-09
A booklet providing a snapshot of forestry in NSW, 

with a particular focus on State forests.

R.R.P $9.85
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March – September 2010 events
• �March 21 World Forestry Day Celebrating the value of 

forests and forestry to the community. Forests NSW Information 

Centre Ph: (02) 9871 3377 or 1300 655 687.

• �March 31 Community Education Forest Bus Trip 
Southern Highlands An opportunity for teachers, local 

government, recreation bodies and community members to fins 

out more about forestry in NSW. Ph: 1300 655 687. 

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/forests/education

• �April 1-14 Sydney Royal Easter Show Get an insight into 

agriculture, be amazed at the strength of the axemen and take a 

few rides. Don’t forget to visit the Industry & Investment NSW display. 

www.eastershow.com.au

• �April 6-16 Cumberland State Forest school holiday activities. 

Ranger guided walks and craft for kids Ph: (02) 9871 3377 or 

1300 655 687.

• �April 20-21 Murrumbidgee Farm Fair  

The Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area’s premier field days, 

showcasing the latest in agricultural products and services. 

www.murrumbidgeefarmfair.com.au

• �April 30- May 2	 Tocal Field Days A fantastic event in the 

Hunter. Information, education and entertainment. 

www.tocalfielddays.com

• �June 5  World Environment Day ‘Biodiversity – connecting 

with nature’ is the 2010 theme. 

www.unep.org

• �June 18-20 Sydney Timber and Working with Wood 
Show Australia’s largest showcase of products and services for 

the woodworking and timber industries. Forests NSW will have a 

display at this event at Moore Park. 

www.workingwithwood.com.au

• �April 6-16 Cumberland State Forest school holiday activities. 

Ranger guided walks and craft for kids Ph: (02) 9871 3377 or 

1300 655 687.

• �June 17 - 19 Primex Field Days, Casino One of the 

premier agricultural field days and the largest commercial 

exhibition in northern NSW. 

www.primex.net.au

• �July 4 - 11 NAIDOC Week Celebrates Indigenous culture 

and the Indigenous contribution to modern Australia. 

www.naidoc.org.au

• �July 16-17  Mudgee Small Farm Field Days  
A major agricultural, education and rural lifestyle show.	  

www.arec.com.au

• �July 30  Schools Tree Day Part of Australia’s biggest 

community tree planting effort.	  

Planet Ark Ph:1300 885 000 or www.planetark.com

• �August 1 National Tree Day Australia’s biggest community 

tree planting event. 

Planet Ark Ph:1300 885 000 or www.planetark.com

• �August Keep Australia Beautiful Week 

An environmental spring clean for communities. 

www.kab.org.au

Forests NSW is set to release a new look Mid North 

Coast Forest Map - just the tool for exploring the 

region stretching from Camden Head north to 

Macksville, and inland to Walcha with Wauchope 

and Kempsey on the hinterland in between.

Forests NSW Central Region manager Kathy Jones 

says the map covers a wonderful part of the state.

“The magnificent tall mixed native eucalypt forests 

and hardwood plantation forests of blackbutt, blue 

gum, tallowwood and mahogany feature in this 

attractive part of NSW,” Kathy said.

“Extensive networks of roads and fire trails 

give access for activities like four-wheel driving, 

horse riding and mountain bike riding. Adventure 

mountain bike riding is a popular sport and 

Cowarra, Cairncross, Burrawan and Tamban State 

Forests are all great mountain biking destinations.

“Swans Crossing camping area in Kerewong 

State Forest is great if you are exploring towards 

the Kendall area and Cobrabald Camping area in 

Mount Boss State Forest is a nice secluded spot 

just north west of Wauchope,” Kathy said.

The Mid North Coast map is just one of a series of 

Forest Maps. Check it out online at www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/

forests/recreation or contact our Information Centre on  

Ph: 1300 655 687 or (02) 9871 3377. Also available at 

most good map shops.

–  Carolyn Smith 

Corporate Community Partnerships, Sydney

Mid North Coast map updated

Don’t forget to visit the Industry & Investment NSW stand at the Sydney Royal Easter 
Show in April. Photo by David Barnes

R.R.P $9.85



Are you an amateur photographer who loves forestry and timber?  
Then we would love you to enter our photography competition.

Get inspired by the theme ‘State forests – part of your everyday’ and capture 
an image of what forests mean to you, whether it is your favourite State forest 
location, much-loved tree or special timber product.

Visit www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/forests for more information on how to enter  
and submit your photograph. 

Winners announced at the Cumberland Family Forest Fair, Sydney,  
on 10 October 2010.

Winning  
entries  

published
Cash 

prizes
Submit by  

30 September  
2010
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