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Observation Towers Funding Application

Guide to funding applications

The NSW Government has committed up to $30,000 per annum for building up to ten new observation towers per year on beaches or beach headlands for effective shark spotting.

Observation towers are not only useful for spotting sharks, they are also useful for spotting people in distress and for offering a clear line of vision when there is a big swell.

This funding is being managed by the NSW Department of Primary Industries (NSW DPI) through a grant application process.

It is anticipated that up to ten $3,000 grants may be made each year.

Who can apply?

Applications for funding are sought from groups like surf lifesaving clubs or local councils interested in installing observation towers in coastal areas of NSW. Joint applications are also encouraged.

Who decides how the funds are spent?

The Executive Director Fisheries NSW will receive advice from a Technical Assessment Panel that will assess all applications to identify the most beneficial according to the evaluation criteria and make recommendations for funding priorities. 
Eligibility and Priority Areas

All eligible applications will be evaluated in accordance with the criteria set out below.

The evaluation criteria listed below is in no particular order, are not exhaustive and may be weighted according to the requirements of NSW DPI. 

· Lack of existing observation facilities at the beach.

· Provision is made for the ongoing maintenance of facilities by applicant.

· Number of beachgoers at the beach annually.

· Number Sharks sighted in the past 2 years and frequency of sightings near swimmers.

· Number of hours the tower will be in use annually.

· Observation equipment may be considered.

Please note – funding is not available for jet skis.
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How to apply

Applications can be made by completing the attached Funding Application and forwarding it to the:

Strategy Leader – Shark Meshing Program


Locked Bag 1






NELSON BAY NSW 2315
or 

E-mail: sharkmesh@industry.nsw.gov.au 

Successful applicants will be required to:

· Enter Funding Agreement.
· Obtain relevant permits, as appropriate, prior to any on-ground works commencing.
· Acknowledge the NSW Government in project media, publications and signage.

· Provide a certificate of acquittal signed by applicant that details how the funds were spent.
For assistance in filling out your application and to ensure applications are consistent with priorities for funding contact:

Alan Genders, Strategy Leader Shark Meshing Program

Ph: 02 4916 3973.  Email: alan.genders@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

or 

Tony Andrews, Manager Special Projects
Ph: 02 4328 8602 Email: tony.andrews@dpi.nsw.gov.au 
Applications close: Friday 9 december 2011

1. What is the location of the proposed project?  Please include: the nearest town and street address. Please attach photographs / map the show where the observation tower will be located. 

2. Project leader contact details* (*Personal details will only be used to contact you to provide additional information about your application, and other matters related to the grant program)
Name:

Organisation:

ABN: 
                                                       Is the organisation registered for GST? Yes / No

Mailing Address:
Phone Number:

Fax Number:

Email:

3. Project team and identified role of each team member and contact details*

	Name
	Role
	Contact Details

	
	
	Ph:

Email:

	
	
	Ph:

Email:

	
	
	Ph:

Email:

	
	
	Ph:

Email:


4. Proposed project duration 

      Start date:                          End date:

5. Brief project summary (Please provide a brief project description, 40 words or less)

6. Background (include the identified need for the proposed project).

7. What are the existing observation facilities at the beach
8. Number of Beachgoers at the beach annually.

9. Number Shark Sighted in the past 2 years and frequency of sightings near swimmers.

10. Number of hours peer week the tower will be in use and who will be using the tower.

11. Other observation equipment required.

12. Project consultation (include any stakeholders or community organisations that support the proposed project). Who has previously assessed this proposal? Attach any letters of support or expert advice.
13. Grant budget Provide a cost breakdown of the project items for which you are seeking a Grant. Note: As funding is for up to 10 towers per year it is anticipated that applications would be for around $3,000 (excluding GST). However, depending on the number of application and availability of funding the Technical Assessment Panel may consider grants greater than $3,000 to a maximum of $15,000.
Good and services tax (GST) - Before completing the budget section below, it is important that you read the following information: 

· If you, or the organisation administering the project, are registered for GST, please quote GST exclusive costings when you fill in your application. 

· If you, or the organisation administering the grant, are not registered for GST, you are entitled to include any project item GST that you will incur during the project into your budget. 
	PROJECT ITEM

Description of activity item, quantity & cost per unit
	COSTS

	
	$

	
	$

	
	$

	
	$

	
	$

	
	$

	
	


14. Total project funding Provide a full breakdown of all sources of funds to meet the total project cost. 

	TYPE of FUNDS
	ORGANISATION PROVIDING FUNDS
	AMOUNT OF FUNDS – Yr 1

	Applicant funds


	
	$

	In kind donations


	
	$

	Voluntary labour


	
	$

	Government funds


	
	$

	Other funds – please specify


	
	$

	Total Funds sought from the Grant (excluding GST)
	$

	TOTAL PROJECT FUNDS
	$


15. Maintenance Please provide detail as to what activities will be implemented at the project site, once works have been completed, to promote general care, maintenance and survival of the funded works. Include who will be responsible for these activities.

16. Benefits Describe direct benefits to beachgoers and any flow-on of benefits to other sectors or the community in general.
17. Support of Landholder Please provide a letter of approval and support from the landholder.
Please mark confidential and forward to:

Strategy Leader – Shark Meshing Program


Locked Bag 1






NELSON BAY NSW 2315

or 

E-mail: sharkmesh@industry.nsw.gov.au 

Submissions close 5.00pm Friday 9 December 2011
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