Interview Transcript: David Reibel, Irrigation Manager Stahmann Farms, comment on their conversion and the drip irrigation course
Stuart Bray: Stahmann Farms near Moree, who hosted the drip irrigation course this month is in the process of installing a sub surface drip irrigation system on their pecan farm. It’s a large project that has potential for substantial water savings. Irrigation Manager for Stahmann farms is David Reibel.

David Reibel: I think maybe that the two advantages are it will be better for the trees and that we have found that the trees with the flood irrigation, the trees at the end of the end of the cycle the trees would get too dry so they would start to stress and their production wouldn’t be as good. And once you flood irrigate, it often takes a day or two for the water balance to get back to the right level for the trees to make use of that water. 
We have found with the drip, by just applying a small amount of water each day that the trees actually enjoy that. They are never as wet or dry as they are with flood irrigation. So we have actually seen an increase in our yields in the fields that have had the drip irrigation.

Stuart Bray: And the efficiency of it?
David Reibel: Yeah and the efficiency of it, that was the main focus of this conversion was to increase our efficiency, we have targeted our most inefficient areas of the farm. Soils that have a higher sand content that are more prone to through drainage. So by targeting them with the drip we will make better use of our assets.
Stuart Bray: I suppose it’s a bit early to talk about the water savings yet, but you would have a bit of an idea of what you are aiming at wouldn’t you?
David Reibel: We are basically looking to halve our water use. In the few smaller areas we  have done we have literally halved  the water as opposed to when they were  flood irrigated so yeah there are some big water savings to be made.

Stuart Bray: What about other things like applying  fertiliser and so on are there savings there?
David Reibel: There are and its more targeted. Once you have more chance of getting the same amount of fertiliser on with the water to each tree. Whereas with flood irrigation quite often the tree that’s closest will get the most amount of water and fertiliser. So yeah more targeted each tree gets a similar amount and there’s lots of different liquid fertilisers and brews that you can inject into this type of system.

Stuart Bray: Your attending a sub surface drip irrigation course on Stahmann farms how is it going? Have you been able to learn from it?
David Reibel: It’s good. Actually its quite an interesting course. Some of it’s going over stuff I’ve already dealt with but for someone who is new to drip irrigation, I think it would be a good overview for them and yeah there’s still stuff I am picking up. Yeah different perspective I guess. No it’s good !!

