
 

 

 

• NSW DPI Oyster Industry Update – Fire Impacts 

February 2020 

This update adds to information provided to industry via SMS’s in January 2020. 

Available Assistance: 
See https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/aquaculture/natural-disaster-assistance 

There are a number of new initiatives to support those impacted by fires including stock 
agistment and transport subsidies. 

Services NSW Customer care service centre see 
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/bushfire-customer-care-service 

The Commonwealth has announced further business assistance grants. For details see 
https://www.pmc.gov.au/domestic-policy/national-bushfire-recovery-agency 

As a result of increased water quality sampling the Food Authority advise that total 
phytoplankton counts are elevated at a number of estuaries across NSW.  So far, the 
increased phytoplankton numbers have primarily consisted of beneficial species. Local 
shellfish programs should adhere to phytoplankton and biotoxin monitoring regimes to 
ensure that any harmful algal blooms are detected early. 

The Food Agility CRC project is providing data to better understand impacts on oysters 
during the extended drought and fire periods.  Technicians will be visiting north and south 
coast sampling sites in early February to collect the next round of oyster data. 

Industry and DPI have been working with Bega Valley Shire Council to consider the impacts 
on the local industry especially the closed Wonboyn Lake.  A dry notch is being installed at 
Wonboyn and an application to open the Lake is being considered.  It is hoped that funding 
will be sourced from the recently announced $5m fund for bushfire affected local waterways.  
Two permit holders have offered lease area to hold Wonboyn spat and DPI has approved a 
permit for the relocation of stock to the front of Wonboyn Lake should it be required.  
Farquhar Inlet, Tuross and Conjola are other estuaries that are also in the spotlight with 
restricted openings. 

The Australian Defence Force has supported initiatives to put in place erosion sediment 
control in burnt out catchments.  Their effort are very much appreciated by industry. 

Shellfish Committee meets 26th February 2020 to discuss: emergency response and future 
spat availability; the tenure of assistance grants should impacts continue for 12-18 months; 
future communications/marketing initiatives; closed estuaries/lakes and long term 
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management plans; water quality monitoring; and management of fuel loads on land based 
sites. DPI has prepared advisory notes on water quality and stress in oysters, emergency short 
term oyster relay procedures and a spat availability update. 

Oyster Industry Disaster Assistance & Support Sessions are being organised for late 
February on the south coast.  

Tentative dates are: 

• Thurs. 27th February (Merimbula) 
• Fri. 28th February (Batemans Bay) 

Oyster farmers, workers and anyone connected with the industry are invited to come along 
and learn about assistance available, discuss the impacts of the recent fires, and hear from 
two Tasmanian oyster farmers who went through a similar crisis in 2017.  Their attendance is 
being funded by the Tasmanian oyster industry. 

These sessions are complimentary to the Small Business Bushfire Information Sessions (see 
below), with a focus on oyster industry impacts and assistance. They will also be attended by 
NSW DPI (Ian Lyall), NSW Food Authority (Anthony Zammit), Rural Assistance Authority, NSW 
Farmers Association, Rural Adversity Mental Health Program, Sapphire Coast Wilderness 
Oysters, and Oceanwatch (Andy Myers). More information on the sessions (location, time etc.) 
will be distributed in the next week.  

Please contact the NSW Oyster Industry Extension Officer, Andy Myers, on 0488656366 or 
Andy@oceanwatch.org.au with any questions. 

The NSW Oyster Extension Officer is following up an initiative with the Commonwealth to 
also attract funds to assist the management and potentially removal of fuel loads around 
oyster sheds. 

It is important that you report any infrastructure damage/loss or stock loss (eg fire associated 
damage or recent Hastings River mini-cyclone) on the DPI online reporting system 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/nda 

In other industry news: 
In October 2019, DPI offered 47 lease areas to industry across eight estuaries via a 
competitive tender process.  40 lease areas were successfully tendered. 

The final 2018/2019 aquaculture production report is about to be published.  Total 
production for 2018/2019 shows a 2.5% increase from last year with a total value of $80.4 
million.  The key increase comes from the Sydney Rock Oyster industry with increased farm 
gate prices to $53.7 million. 
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Small Business Bushfire Information Sessions: 
Small businesses affected by the bushfires in regional NSW are invited to attend these 
information sessions brought to you as part of the NSW Government Bushfire Regional 
Roadshow. 

Small business will hear from a number of government agencies on support available and 
have the opportunity to discuss individual circumstances one-on-one. 

Topics covered will include: 

• Small Business Bushfire Recovery Grant 

• Disaster assistance 

• Volunteer Firefighter Payment 

• NSW Bushfire Clean Up 

• Upskilling your business 

• Part qualification funding 

• Business Connect 

For further information about this event, please contact: (02) 9934 0805, or email 
smallbusiness@treasury.nsw.gov.au 

Cost: Free 

Time: 6.00pm - 8.00 pm 

Locations: 

Batemans Bay: Monday, 10 February 2020 

Narooma: Tuesday, 11 February 2020 

Bega: Wednesday, 12 February 2020 

Eden: Thursday, 13 February 2020 

Mogo:  Tuesday, 18 February 2020 

Bermagui: Wednesday, 19 February 2020 

More Information: 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/aquaculture 

02 4916 3919 or contact aquaculture.administration@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

OUT20/1278 
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