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John Dory
(Zeus faber)
exPloitation status Fully Fished

Predominantly a Commonwealth fishery, exploitation status from Commonwealth stock assessment is 
‘uncertain’ with respect to whether or not the stock is overfished. Given the long term relatively stable 
fishery in NSW, ‘fully fished’ is more appropriate for this jurisdiction.

Background
John dory (Zeus faber) has a very wide 
distribution through temperate waters of most 
of the world’s oceans. Stock structure within 
this range is unclear. John dory occur from close 
inshore (including deeper estuarine waters) to a 
depth of about 400 m. 

Reported landings of john dory by NSW 
ocean trawl fishers have fluctuated between 
20 and 60 t per annum since the mid 1980s. 
John dory are taken by trawl fisheries in 
adjacent jurisdictions, most notably in the 
Commonwealth-managed trawl fisheries, where 
they are subject to a Total Allowable Catch.

The biology and life history of john dory are 
poorly documented. Spawning takes place off 
NSW in late summer and autumn at depths 
of 50 to 100 m, but fecundity has not been 
estimated. Recent ageing studies suggest 
john dory have a reasonably fast growth rate, 
maturing at 3 to 5 years of age (25 – 30 cm in 
length) and reaching an age of about  
12 years at a length of 50 cm. However, john 
dory have been observed to grow to 70 cm 
in length and in excess of 3 kg in weight, so 
the maximum age is probably greater than 
12 years. The considerable amounts of length 
composition data available for john dory since 
the 1960s suggest that the stock has remained 
relatively stable throughout this period.
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Zeus faber
Image © Bernard Yau
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Zeus faber John dory  
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 additional  notes
John dory have a worldwide distribution, •	
stock structure is not known. They are taken 
incidentally by trawl fishing in continental 
shelf waters, and in small quantities by 
recreational fishers.

Recent annual landings in NSW are  •	
20 - 30 t compared with Commonwealth 
landings of 70-80 t - down from total landings 
of 200 - 300 t in the 1970s and 1980s.

Available length frequency data show no •	
trends since the 1970s.

Research indicates john dory live to a •	
maximum of about 15 years and mature at 
about 3 - 5 years of age.

Size composition monitoring of NSW •	
commercial landings is occurring at the 
Sydney Fish Markets.

catch
Recreational Catch of John Dory 

The annual recreational harvest of John dory in 
NSW is likely to be less than 10 t. This estimate 
is based upon the results of the offshore 
recreational trailer boat survey (Steffe et al. 
1996) and onsite surveys undertaken by  
I & I NSW.
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Reported landings of John dory by NSW commercial 
fisheries from 1997/98. * Fisheries which contribute less 
than 2.5% of the landings are excluded for clarity and 
privacy.

ocean Prawn Trawl (Key Secondary Species) 

Fish Trawl (Key Secondary Species) 

* Estuary Prawn Trawl  (Byproduct Species) 

Commercial landings (including available historical 
records) of John dory for NSW from 1946/47 to 2008/09 
for all fishing methods. Note that the decline in reported 
catch during the 1990s was due to changes in catch 
recording requirements for fishers with both NSW and 
Commonwealth licences.

Historical Landings of John Dory

Landings by Commercial Fishery of John Dory
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Catch Per Unit Effort Information of John Dory 
Harvested by Fish Trawling in NSW

Catch rates of john dory harvested using fish trawling 
for NSW. Two indicators are provided: (1) median catch 
rate (lower solid line); and (2) 90th percentile of the catch 
rate (upper dashed line). Note that catch rates are not a 
robust indicator of abundance in many cases. Caution 
should be applied when interpreting these results.

0.
0

0.
2

0.
4

0.
6

0.
8

1.
0

98/99 00/01 02/03 04/05 06/07 08/09

Financial Year

R
el

at
iv

e 
C

at
ch

 R
at

e



J o H N  D o R y  | P 187

s t a t u s  o F  F i s h e r i e s  r e s o u r c e s  i n  n s W ,  2 0 0 8 / 0 9

The length distribution of john dory landed by NSW 
commercial fishers has been stable since the 1960s, and 
is comprised mainly of fish between 20 and 40 cm total 
length (TL).  There is no minimum legal length for john 
dory in NSW.
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John Dory (Zeus faber)

Growth curve of john dory using parameters from Smith 
and Stewart (1994). Lengths are presented as total length 
(TL).

Growth Curve of John DoryLength Frequency of John Dory
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  distribute and otherwise freely deal with this publication for any purpose, provided that you  
  attribute Industry and Investment NSW as the owner.
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  user’s independent adviser.
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Please visit the CSIRo website, 
http://www.marine.csiro.au/caab/ and search for the 
species code (CAAB) 37 264004, common name or 
scientific name to find further information.

http://www.marine.csiro.au/caab/

