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Spanner Crab
(Ranina ranina)
exPloitation status Fully Fished

 Joint fishery-independent monitoring between NSW and Queensland occurs for this shared stock, and 
status has been determined from the Queensland assessment.

Background
Spanner crabs (Ranina ranina) are distributed 
throughout the Indo-Pacific region in coastal 
waters, to a depth of 70 m, on sandy substrates 
in which they bury. On the east coast of 
Australia, spanner crabs are distributed from 
Yeppoon in Queensland to Nowra in NSW and, 
on the west coast, from Quinn rocks (north of 
Perth) to the Houtman Abrolhos and Geraldton 
in WA. 

Spanner crabs mature and spawn between 
October and February, and large females are 
able to produce two batches of eggs each 
season with each batch averaging around  
120,000 eggs. Female crabs mature at about 
2 years of age which is equivalent to 7-7.5 cm 
carapace length, (CL) or about 150 g in weight. 

Spanner crabs are opportunistic feeders 
with their diet consisting of urchins, bivalve 
molluscs, crustaceans, polychaete worms, 
and fish. Growth estimates for spanner crabs 
sampled in NSW suggest that males reach 
a maximum size of 14 cm CL and females 
reach a maximum size > 11 cm CL. Growth to 
these maximum lengths is thought to take 
approximately 10 years. Sampling of spanner 
crabs in both NSW and Queensland has 
indicated that the commercial catch consists 
predominantly of males.

Virtually all spanner crabs are caught in the 
Ocean Trap and Line Fishery by specifically 
endorsed fishers using spanner crab nets (also 
know as dillies).
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 scientiFic name common name comment 

Ranina ranina spanner crab  

Ranina ranina
Image © Bernard Yau
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additional  notes
Shared stock with Queensland, where the •	
majority of the fishery (~90%) exists.

There are no concerning trends evident •	
in catch rates of legal-sized crabs from 
Queensland, but the fishery dependant catch 
rates from NSW have declined since 2003/04.

both jurisdictions have regulations that •	
prohibit the harvesting of berried crabs 
(females carrying maturing ova).

In NSW there is a minimum legal length of  •	
9.3 cm carapace length and a recreational 
bag limit of 10 spanner crabs.

catch
Recreational Catch of Spanner Crab

The annual recreational harvest of spanner crab 
in NSW is likely to be less than one tonne.
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Commercial landings (including available historical 
records) of spanner crab for NSW from 1984/85 to 
2008/09 for all fishing methods.

Reported landings of spanner crab by NSW commercial 
fisheries from 1997/98. Fisheries which contribute less 
than 2.5% of the landings are excluded for clarity and 
privacy.

Catch rates of spanner crab harvested using spanner 
crab trapping for NSW. Two indicators are provided: 
(1) median catch rate (lower solid line); and (2) 90th 
percentile of the catch rate (upper dashed line). Note that 
catch rates are not a robust indicator of abundance in 
many cases. Caution should be applied when interpreting 
these results.

Ocean Trap and Line (Primary Species) 

Historical Landings of Spanner Crab

Landings by Commercial Fishery of Spanner Crab

Catch Per Unit Effort Information of Spanner Crab 
Harvested by Spanner Crab Trapping in NSW
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