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For more information on other
locations, fish species, size
and bag limits, permitted gear
and other information not
listed in these guides, visit the
DPIRD website or download
the FishSmart app to your
mobile device.

The FishSmart NSW app
provides recreational fishers
24/7 access to essential
information on fishing in NSW.

Download the FishSmart
NSW app to your mobile
device.
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Mining also played a huge part in the
development of this area. The hills
and gullies in and around Wyangala
were once rich with gold, copper, and
other minerals; evidence of these past
workings can be seen along the banks
in some parts of the dam.

The natural structure around the dam

is visually impressive with giant granite
tors towering above drowned boulders
and rock piles which are favoured haunt
of big Murray cod.

Drowned forests in various bays and in
the arms of the dam attract schools of
golden perch which congregate around
the sunken trees.

The flats created by sloping banks
can fish well early in the spring for
species like silver perch and eel tailed
catfish. These species are protected in
streams and rivers but are available to
be caught and kept for a tasty feed in
Wyangala Dam.

As the waters warm during spring

and summer, invasive European carp
will mooch along the shallow edges,
offering anglers excellent sight fishing
by casting flies, lures, and baits to
cruising fish.

Another introduced pest species,
the redfin or English perch, has been
unfortunately discovered in Wyangala

The natural structure the dam
is visually impressive with
giant granite tors towering
above drowned boulders and
rock piles which are favoured
haunt of big Murray Cod.

Dam but is yet to be found in large
numbers. It is hoped Murray cod and
golden perch are predating on the redfin
and keeping their numbers in check.

Protected species such as Macquarie
perch and trout cod can be found in
waters from the dam up in the feeder
streams above. Murray crays and the
small freshwater blackfish (known locally
as “slipperies”) can also be found in the
rivers and creeks above the dam. Both
are protected from fishing and should be
released if caught.

The excellent fishing and camping
opportunities offered by Wyangala are
the prime reasons why this waterway is
rated by many as the No.1 fishing dam
in Central Western NSW.

Plan a trip to see for yourself!



KEY TARGET SPECIES

=
MURRAY COD

SPECIES INFO: Considered Australia’s

No.1 native sportfish, Murray cod (aka goodoo

or greenfish) are ambush hunters highly regarded by anglers due to their
explosive strikes and powerful fighting ability. In dams like Wyangala, Murray
cod tend to favour steep rocky banks, cliffs, and drowned timber, although they
will move out of cover to hunt in open water and across shallow flats, especially
during low light periods and at night. Murray cod are stocked into Wyangala by
DPIRD Fisheries. Approximately 50,000 Murray cod fingerlings produced by
DPIRD’s Narrandera Fisheries Centre are released each year into the dam.

TECHNIQUES: Casting spinnerbaits, deep divers, swimbaits and large soft
plastics around snags, rocky banks and along drop-offs; trolling deep divers
along rocky banks and snags; bait fishing with live yabbies or bardi grubs
around snags and along rocky banks.

TACKLE: Six-to-eight-kilogram baitcasting or spin
outfits with 15kg braid mainline and 15-30kg abrasion
resistant mono or fluorocarbon leaders. When bait
fishing, use 3/0-6/0 non-offset circle hooks on a
running sinker rig.

HOT SPOTS: Rocky banks, timber snags, steep cliffs,
drop-offs, deep snags.
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OTHER SPECIES

Up until about the mid-1980s, Wyangala was best known as a trout
fishery. However, native fish numbers rising due to DPIRD’s successful
inland stocking program now account for the bulk of the fishing reports
for the dam. DPIRD continues to stock rainbow trout into the dam with
the cooler months the best time to target these freshwater sportfish.
Down rigging small diving hard-bodies or “Tassie Devil” style lures in
deep water along the old riverbeds is an effective technique to tangle
with Wyangala’s elusive trout.

Redfin are a Class 1 noxious pest in European carp

NSW, and are present in the dam. They are also available

are native to northern Europe and were in Wyangala. This

introduced to Australia in the 1860s. It is introduced species

illegal to be in possession of live redfin originates from central Asia and can grow
in NSW. It is also illegal to use live or to impressive sizes. Carp will sometimes
dead redfin for bait. There are no bag take a lure meant for a cod or yellowbelly
or size limits on redfin in NSW. They but are most commonly caught on baits

including worms, shrimps, corn kernels
and bread. Some anglers enjoy sight
fishing for carp in Wyangala using fly
tackle or small soft plastic lures. Carp have
spread throughout the Murray-Darling
Basin and can cause serious degradation
to natural aquatic systems. As with redfin,
there are no bag and size limits on carp.

will often take lures and baits meant
for other species. Many anglers enjoy
catching redfin as they are good sport
and a popular

table fish.

~

Other native species caught in Wyangala

include silver perch and eel tailed catfish.

Both species will occasionally take a small lure
or fly but a circle hook baited with a bunch of
wriggling earthworms cast around sloping banks
is probably the most productive way to catch a
silver or a cattie.

Note: silver perch and eel tailed catfish must not be taken from rivers or unlisted dams.
See www.dpird.nsw.gov.au for specific rules applying to these species.
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BOBBING

IN WYANGALA

Bobbing-is the term for an
effective fishing method
with lure or bait, it is one of
the most successful ways
to target fish in the warmer
months in Wyangala Dam,
especially golden perch.

GO FRESHWATER FISHING - WYANGALA DAM

A basic technique, select a suitable
tree in the dam, gently ease the
boat up to the trunk and tie off on

a handy branch or if you have an

electric motor, spot lock to ‘

hold next to the tree.

N

The next step is to rig up for
bobbing. A 2-4kg 2.1m graphite rod,
2500 size spin reel, 8-10lb braided
mainline with a rod length of 8lb
fluorocarbon leader, a non-offset
circle hook in size 1 to 1/0 with a ball

sinker running down to sit on ‘

top of the hook.
The live shrimp or yabby is fed onto
the hook tail first with the point
brought out just before the main
body. These can be caught with a
shrimp trap set overnight, ensure
your trap is properly marked to
comply with NSW DPIRD

Fisheries regulations®*. ‘




Lower the bait down to the bottom
and let sit for a short period; quite
often the bait will be taken on

the drop, so be ready. Let the bait
hit the bottom, then raise the rod
gently around 15-30cm then let

it fall back so the sinker and

bait hit the bottom again;
this is ‘bobbing’.

N

Generally, 15-20 bobs and then a
pause for around a minute is the
preferred technique, if no action
after around 5-10 minutes pick
another tree and repeat

the process till you start
catching fish.

N

As with most fishing dawn and
dusk are the prime times for this
technique, however, fishing deeper
trees and at the base of the trunk

during the peak of the day
canyield results.

N

Another option is a 65-80mm curl-
tailed soft plastic rigged up on a
1/40z jig-head slow rolled up the
trunk of the tree. Black-and natural-
coloured plastics are popular with
many keen native sportfishermen,

a smear of scent on the lure

can improve results.

Recreational Freshwater Fishing Guide.

e LN
The main target species
with this technique in
Wyangala Dam is golden
perch, it’s not uncommon to
also catch Murray cod, eel
tailed catfish, silver perch or
European carp, so next time
out give ‘bobbing’ a go.
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* You can find all the relevant info at www.dpird.gov.nsw.au and in the DPIRD NSW

GO FRESHWATER FISHING - WYANGALA DAM @



WYANGALA FISHING
LOCATIONS
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Greenmantle

NOTE: This fishing map is only to be
used as a general reference overview.

See www.dpird.nsw.gov.au for details
on fishing regulations.

Not for navigation.

See www.rms.nsw.gov.au for info on
boating safety and regulations.

Caution: Boating on inland waters
demands special care. Information on
boating in these areas can be found at
WWW.rms.nsw.gov.au.

Warning: Beware of submerged rocks,
trees and shallow areas, particularly at
lower water levels.

Not for navigation.
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Check out the app: =3

FishSmart [

DPIRD has created an app
that provides recreational fishers
with 24/7 access to essential
information they need to know
to fish in NSW, such as:

O a pictorial guide of common recreational species,
bag & size limits, closed seasons and fishing gear rules

O real-time maps to locate nearest FADs
(Fish Aggregation Devices), artificial reefs,
Recreational Fishing Havens and Marine Park Zones

O local weather, tide, moon phase and barometric
pressure to help choose best time to fish

O guides on spearfishing, fishing safely, trout fishing,
regional fishing

O DPIRD contact for reporting

Seargh for a fish, reé?s):?g"gzgztlﬁﬂnalr?ne Check the bag and size Check the rules for Contact Fisheries -Report
weather info and gallery B TS RFH= & more limits for popular species different gear types illegal fishing & more

Download on the ANDROID APP ON dpl I’dnSWgOV.aU
S App Store P> Google play
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