Selecting pastures and
crops for silage production
Silage can be produced either from crops grown
specifically to harvest as silage or from pastures or
forage crops when there is a genuine surplus of
forage that cannot be grazed.
Selecting the most suitable pasture or crop for silage
production is dictated by both climatic and agronomic
constraints and by the silage system to be used, eg.
maize and grain sorghum crops are not
recommended for baled silage.
From paddock to successful silage
Maximising the production potential of silage begins
with the choice and management of the parent
forage.
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Select pasture or crops that produce high
quality forage and have high yield potential.
Harvest at the recommended growth stage.
Wilt to the target dry matter range as quickly
as possible

Selecting pastures and crops for silage
production
Pastures and crops more commonly used for silage
production are included in the accompanying tables.
Because it is impossible to list all pasture and crop
species that can be successfully ensiled a simple
guideline to follow is that all non-‘grass’ species
should be treated as for legumes, and wilted
accordingly, to promote a good silage fermentation.

Consider the following when selecting the most
suitable pastures and crops for silage production:

high nutritive value. Poor quality forage will never
become good quality silage.

• What best fits into my whole-farm program – a
pasture or forage crop with potential for grazing
before and after harvest or a crop that will produce
a one-off silage cut? Is buying a neighbour’s
standing crop or pasture an option?

Growth stage at harvest has a major impact on
forage quality and yield.

• What are my yield and quality targets?

Wilt to the target dry matter range as quickly as
possible. The forage dry matter and quality losses
are minimised if dry matter targets are reached,
ideally within 24 hours but certainly within 48 hours.

• Is my present silage system suited to the forage
type chosen? Am I prepared to change my silage
system?

When forage is stored at dry matter levels below 30%
there is a risk of quality loss through effluent
production.

Good agronomic management of the parent crop or
pasture is important in achieving high forage yields of

Good compaction in storage becomes difficult when
the dry matter content is at the higher end of the
range.

The information in this Silage Note is taken from the Successful Silage manual

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is based
on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing (May 2008).
However, because of advances in knowledge, users are reminded
of the need to ensure that information upon which they rely is up to
date and to check currency of the information with the appropriate
officer of New South Wales Department of Primary Industries or
the user’s independent adviser.

Acknowledgement: This Silage Note was originally prepared for
the Topfodder Silage project. Topfodder Silage was a joint project
run by NSW DPI and Dairy Australia with contributions from other
state Department of Primary Industries or equivalent.
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