
Common Silverbiddy
(Gerres subfasciatus)
Exploitation StatuS ModEratEly FiShEd

There has been a reduction in commercial fishing pressure on this small estuarine species since the 
introduction of recreational fishing areas in 2002. Catch rates by haul netting are stable.

Background
The common silverbiddy (Gerres subfasciatus) is 
widely distributed, occurring on both the east 
and west coasts of Australia. In NSW waters, 
silverbiddies are found in estuaries and inshore 
waters. Within estuaries, they are generally 
found over sand and mud bottoms. Their diet 
consists of small invertebrates, particularly 
polychaetes. 

Spawning appears to occur in coastal waters 
and marine-dominated estuaries, primarily 
during summer and early autumn. Small 
juveniles live in sheltered shallow water 
habitats (particularly where cover such as 
seagrass or algae are available). Larger juveniles 
appear to be less dependent on such cover, and 

are found over bare sandy substrates. Common 
silverbiddies are thought to mature at around 
20 cm in length. Maximum length is only 
about 23 cm total length. Little is known about 
growth rates or migration patterns. 

Common silverbiddies are one of the smallest 
finfish commercially harvested in NSW. 
Silverbiddies are similar in appearance to small 
bream, and this often causes mistaken concern 
amongst people viewing commercial fishing 
operations or browsing at fish in retail outlets. 
Prior to the 1980s silverbiddies were landed in 
small quantities and sold as an incidental catch 
in hauling operations as their market value 
was low. Common silverbiddies are sometimes 
caught by recreational fishers but are usually 
returned to the water due to their small size.
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Gerres subfasciatus common silverbiddy  

Gerres subfasciatus
Image © Bernard Yau
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additional  notes
Commercial landings have declined by •	
about 30% since the 1990s due to reduction 
in fishing effort following establishment of 
recreational Fishing Havens.

This species is not commonly retained by •	
recreational fishers.

Biological and fishery data are available and •	
will be more fully analysed when resources 
allow.

catch
Recreational Catch of Common Silverbiddy 

The annual recreational harvest of the common 
silverbiddy in NSW is likely to be less than one 
tonne. 
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Reported landings of common silverbiddy by NSW 
commercial fisheries from 1997/98. Fisheries which 
contribute less than 2.5% of the landings are excluded 
for clarity and privacy.
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scientific name to find further information.

Commercial landings (including available historical 
records) of common silverbiddy for NSW from 1969/70 to 
2008/09 for all fishing methods.

Historical Landings of Common Silverbiddy
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Landings by Commercial Fishery of Common 
Silverbiddy
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Catch rates of common silverbiddy harvested using haul 
nets for NSW. Two indicators are provided: (1) median 
catch rate (lower solid line); and (2) 90th percentile of 
the catch rate (upper dashed line). Note that catch rates 
are not a robust indicator of abundance in many cases. 
Caution should be applied when interpreting these 
results.

Catch Per Unit Effort Information of Common 
Silverbiddy Harvested by Haul Nets in NSW
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