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Preamble  

Shows are a biosecurity risk because animals from different properties come together and then disperse again. It is in 
everyone’s interests that show organisers and exhibitors ensure livestock movements are recorded. 

This is a guideline for agricultural shows and sporting event committees about the preferred 
methods for uploading information to the National Livestock Identification System (NLIS) database 
for livestock exhibited and competing at NSW shows and events. This guideline also advises show 
societies how to record cattle and sheep in the NLIS database which are exhibited and sold to 
abattoirs in ‘hoof and hook’ events.  

The ‘Sighted livestock’ function on the NLIS database enables cattle to be ‘sighted’ at a temporary 
location such as a show or sporting event without having to complete a ‘property to property’ (P2P) 
transfer on the NLIS database. 

Show organisers or operators are responsible for notifying the NLIS database of the movement of 
stock to and from a show or other sporting event (i.e., a ‘stock event’ as defined in the Biosecurity 
(NLIS) Regulation 2017 (NLIS Regulation). NSW Department of Primary Industries (DPI) and the 
Agricultural Societies Council (ASC) can help shows and other sporting events meet the 
requirements of the NLIS Regulation (see Section 8).  
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1. Property identification code (PIC) 

A showground or any other property where a show, camp draft or other ‘stock event’ is held must 
have a Property Identification Code (PIC). The PIC type of ’Showground’ should be assigned by Local 
Land Services (LLS) in their FARMS database when the PIC is allocated to a show or event ground. If 
a showground does not currently have a PIC, they must contact their LLS office to obtain one from 
the district registrar.  

2.    NLIS permanent identification tags 

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2017-0231
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2017-0231
https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/i-want-to/apply-for-a-property-identification-code
https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/i-want-to/apply-for-a-property-identification-code
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All cattle, sheep, and goats, and pigs being sent to a show for any purpose must be identified with 
an approved NLIS device, ear tag or swine brand before they leave their property, including 
livestock: 

● to exhibit and compete in breed classes or in a ‘hoof and hook’ competition,  
● to exhibit at a field day, sheep dog trial, fete or other display, and 

● cattle being used in a camp draft, rodeo or other sporting event,.  

The owner/exhibitor must check all cattle, sheep, goats, and pigs, before they are loaded and 
replace any missing NLIS tags with either a breeder device if the cattle, sheep or goats were born on 
that property or a post-breeder tag for that property if the cattle, sheep or goats were born 
elsewhere. The owner/exhibitor should check on the NLIS database that their cattle are located on 
the correct PIC, i.e., the PIC from which they will travel to attend the show or event.  

Remember, under the NLIS Regulation the owner of any stock must ensure the stock is properly 
identified before the stock leaves any property in NSW.   

3.    Movement documents 
All cattle, sheep, goats, and pig movements to an event must be accompanied by either an NVD, a 
Transported Stock Statement (TSS), or a PigPass NVD for the movement of the stock from their 
property of residence to the show or event ground.  

The owner/exhibitor must provide the following delivery information on the NVD or TSS to the 
organiser/operator of the stock event: 

• NVD or TSS serial number 

• PIC of the property where the journey commenced. This is pre-printed on the NVD. If the stock 
weren’t located on their ‘home’ property before going to the show, for example, have been on 
agistment, the owner/exhibitor must obtain an NVD with that property’s PIC from the property 
owner 

• Date of movement 

• Description of stock 

• The relevant identification particulars of the sheep, goats or pigs 

• Whether the stock was bred on the property, and if not for how long they have been held? 

• Address of the show or event ground to where the stock will be delivered 

The rest of the NVD must also be completed to meet stock transportation, Livestock Production 
Assurance (LPA) and product integrity requirements (important in the case of cattle which are 
slaughtered after a hoof and hook competition). 

The organiser/operator of a show or other event must be provided with the PIC that stock is to move 
to after the show, i.e., PIC of their ‘home’ property, other showground or other property. 

Exhibitors moving stock to a show and ‘home’ again are advised they can use the one NVD or TSS for 
both trips and should note on the document when they are filling it in for the trip to the show that 
the destination is the name of the show or event and include the word “return”.  

4.     Use ‘Sighted livestock’ or P2P transfer for cattle? 
It is the responsibility of the organiser/operator of the stock event to ensure that all movements of 
stock to and from the show or other event are recorded in the NLIS database within 2 days of the 
movement occurring.  

The movement of cattle to a show or sporting event must be recorded on the NLIS database in 
either of two ways, depending on the circumstances: 

1. As ‘Sighted livestock’ by the show society using a ‘Sporting event’ account. This option is 
available as long as the cattle are at the showground for less than 3 days.  
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2. As ‘Property to property’ (P2P) transfers. This is the only option when the cattle are at the 
show or event for 3 days or more or going to an abattoir or another property after the show. 
Two P2P transfers are required, the first from the cattle property PIC to the showground PIC, 
and the second from the showground PIC back to the same PIC or to a different PIC. Both 
transfers are to be uploaded to the NLIS database and it is the responsibility of the show 
organiser/operator to ensure the P2P transfers have been done. 

To perform either Sighted or P2P transfers, the show event organiser must open a Sporting event 
NLIS database account (apply online at www.nlis.com.au) . Every committee using a showground 
should open their own account which is linked to the same showground PIC. 

The NLIS devices on all cattle must be read either electronically or visually or recorded on the show 
or event entry form. A scanner may be lent by a cattle producer to the event committee who may 
also be able to do the NLIS database uploads (Sighted or P2P), or a contractor or local stock agent 
could be engaged to do the scanning and uploads. 

The most practical methods for dealing with movements of cattle to a show or sporting event are 
detailed in the table below. 

 

Movement Change of 
ownership 

Data upload 
option 

Responsibility for upload 
to database  

Property → showground → same property None Sighted 
P2P 

livestock or Stock event 
 organiser/operator 

Property → showground → 
property 

 

 

different None or  

Private sale 

 

Sighted livestock at 
show/event 

and 

P2P - property of 
origin to different 
property  

Or P2P – from 
property of origin to 
a show PIC and 
from the show PIC 
to a different 
property 

Stock event 
 organiser/operator 

 

Owner of stock at new 
 property 

 

Stock event 
organiser/operator 

Public auction at 
show 

Saleyard account 
(1)  

Or P2P using non-
written authority 
function on agent 
account 

Selling agent 

Showground → different showground  None or  

Private sale 

Sighted at each 
show/event 

Or  

P2P – from 
property of origin to 
a show PIC, from 
the show PIC to a 
different show PIC. 

Each stock event 
organiser/operator  

 

First show organiser 

 

Second show organiser 

Property → showground → abattoir Sold over the hooks Sighted at 
show/event  

and 

Stock  event organiser 

http://www.nlis.com.au/
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Movement Change of 
ownership 

Data upload 
option 

Responsibility for upload 
to database  

  P2P - property of 
origin PIC (not 
showground PIC) 
to abattoir  

Abattoir operator 

(1) The showground must be allocated a saleyard ID (EUSY number) by ISC Ltd and that number linked to the agent’s 
saleyard account. This option is practical for auctions other than ‘hoof and hook’. Alternatively, the cattle may be 
transferred P2P from the originating property to the showground and again from the showground to the 
destination property by the show organiser or by an agent using non-written authority function to record P2P 

5.   ‘Sighted livestock’ function (cattle) 

What 
The NLIS database ‘Sighted livestock’ function allows for cattle that are only on a PIC for a short 
time to be ‘sighted’ on that PIC rather than be transferred onto and off the PIC as with full P2P 
transfers. 

The ‘sighted’ function is suitable for short term movements (less than 3 days) but not longer-term 
movements as traceability would be compromised. It is a simple and effective way of reporting 
cattle attendance at shows and events to the NLIS database. 

How 
To use the ‘Sighted livestock’ function, firstly ensure that the show or event organiser has a 
‘Sporting Event’ type NLIS database account. Only a ‘Sporting Event’ NLIS account (which is also 
the correct account type for shows) has access to the ‘Sighted livestock’ function. 

The following data is required for ‘Sighted livestock’ upload: 

• NVD/TSS serial number relating to each animal 

• NLIS or Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tag numbers for each animal 

• The PIC of the showground 

• Date when the cattle were sighted at the show/sporting event (dd/mm/yy) 

• Comments field (optional) 

There are two ways of recording this information to the NLIS database:  

• upload as a file containing data listed above, or  

• type in/paste the details on the screen.  

Information on how to use the ‘Sighted livestock’ function and the option for uploading information 
is available in the Tech Tip ‘Sighted Livestock’ from the Help Tools on the NLIS database. 

When 
Cattle must be recorded as ‘sighted’ on the NLIS database within two days of the cattle being at the 
show or sporting event. The date entered must be the date the show/event was held. For 
shows/events of more than one day, the date entered should be the first day the cattle were present 
at the show. 

‘Sighted livestock’ information for steers in a hoof and hook competition (who are going to an 
abattoir) must be uploaded to the NLIS database before the cattle leave the event.  

Who 
The show/event organisers are responsible for the upload of the ‘Sighted livestock’ information to 
the NLIS database. 
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See Section 8 as to how DPI and the ASC can assist shows in ‘sighting’ cattle at their events. 

6.     ‘Hoof and hook’ competitions 
Steers exhibited at a show and then immediately consigned to an abattoir for slaughter over the 
hooks should be ‘sighted’ at the show and transferred P2P from the PIC of the property of origin to 
the abattoir. The property of origin is the PIC on which the cattle were last held prior to going to the 
show. This system allows the abattoir to conduct their normal (ERP) checks for residues and other 
risks as required to meet food safety and product integrity standards.  

Lambs or grown sheep exhibited at a show or field day and then immediately consigned to an 
abattoir for slaughter over the hooks should be transferred to the show and to the abattoir following 
the sale, using the ‘Mob-based movement onto PIC’ and ‘Mob-based movement off PIC’ function on 
the NLIS database. The property of origin is the property on which the sheep or lambs were last held 
prior to going to the show.  

The owner/exhibitor of the cattle and sheep in a hoof and hook competition must provide a 
completed NVD or TSS to the show organiser upon arrival at the show that includes the PIC of the 
property where the stock was held before going to the show, the unique serial number of the NVD or 
TSS, date of movement and owner’s details.  

The show society will scan the cattle to obtain details of all the NLIS devices of cattle at the show.  
When uploading the ‘Sighted livestock’ data, the NVD serial number must be provided for each RFID 
entered. The original NVD must also accompany the cattle to the abattoir.  

Note that the stock cannot be slaughtered without an NVD which contains the PIC of origin, a 
description of the cattle and sheep, and relevant food safety information (the numbered questions 
on the NVD). 

A TSS must be provided by the truck operator transporting the stock from the show to the abattoir. 
The truck operator would also usually deliver the original NVDs or the Post Sale Summary (PSS) 
(Attachment 1) to the abattoir. 

The show/event organiser must also provide each abattoir that purchases steers or lambs with a 
Post Sale Summary form from the ‘hoof and hook’ auction with the details of each of the stock. This 
must include the PIC of origin, RFID number and related NVD number for cattle and similar 
information for sheep or lambs, i.e., PIC of origin, numbers of sheep, and NVD serial number.  See 
suggested form at Attachment 1. The sale summary allows the abattoir to relate each carcase to 
their PIC, which is essential for traceability and so correct information can be uploaded to the NLIS 
database.  

7. Mob-based movements of sheep and goats   
Exhibitors must ensure sheep and goats attending a show or other event are identified with visual 
NLIS tags and are recorded as a mob-based movement onto and off the showground PIC by the 
show organiser within 2 days of the movement occurring. 

What 
Currently in NSW movements of sheep or goats are recorded as mobs. One animal or more is a mob. 
Firstly, ensure that the show or event organiser has a ‘Sporting Event’ type NLIS database account. 

How 
To record mob-based movements use the ‘Mob-based movement onto PIC’ and ‘Mob-based 
movement off PIC’ functions. 

The following data is required for ‘Mob-based movement onto/off PIC’ upload: 

• Species 

• NVD/TSS serial number relating to each animal 
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• Number of head 

• From PIC – the property PIC from where the sheep/goats came 

• To PIC – the destination property 

• Other PICs on ear tags if stock not bred by vendor 

• Have the stock been bred by vendor, if not how long the stock have been held 

• Date when livestock arrived or left the event property 

• Comments field (optional) 

There are two ways of recording this information to the NLIS database:  

• upload as a file containing data listed above, or  

• type in/paste the details on the screen.  

 

‘Type in the details’ method allows the upload of one mob at a time plus a scanned image of the 
NVD/TSS.  

The ‘file upload’ method is suitable for uploading multiple mobs.  There is no limit to the number of 
animals in the file. A scanned image of an NVD cannot be attached to the file. 

To upload movements of mobs onto a showground PIC use ‘Mob-based movement onto PIC’ and off 
the PIC use ‘Mob-based movement off PIC’ function. 

Information on how to use the ‘Mob-based movement onto/off PIC’ functions and the options for 
uploading information is available in the Tech Tip ‘Mob movement between PICs’ from the Help 
Tools on the NLIS database. 

When 
Sheep and goats must be recorded on the NLIS database within 2 days of being at the show or 
sporting event. The date entered must be the date when the stock arrived at the show (mob-based 
movements onto the show PIC), and the date when stock left the show (mob-based movements off 
the show PIC).  

Who 
The show/event organiser is responsible for the upload of the sheep and goat mob-based 
movements to the NLIS database. See Section 8 below for help with this. 

 

8. How can DPI and the ASC help with the NLIS? 
 

The Biosecurity (NLIS) Regulation 2017 requires that show organisers record livestock attendance 
at shows, including their movements to and from the show or event (refer mostly to clauses 32, 33, 
34,38, 41, 47 and 57).  

This is the responsibility of show and event committees and DPI works with the ASC to help shows 
comply with the NLIS.  Event organisers or show stewards can complete a spreadsheet of all 
exhibited livestock and send it to the ASC within two days of the show.  DPI or the ASC will upload 
this information to the NLIS database as movements of mobs of cattle, sheep and goats, to and from 
the show. 

To assist show organisers with ‘Sighting’ cattle at their events, DPI or the ASC will require individual 
cattle NLIS ID or scanned RFID numbers to be provided for upload. The show committee must 
accurately record the NLIS number of each animal on a form designed for this purpose (see 
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Attachment 2) and promptly send or email the form to ASC head office in Hunters Hill for uploading 
to the NLIS database.  

9. Records 
Exhibitors and the show organiser/operator must keep a copy of the NVD/TSS for any stock 
exhibited at their shows or sporting events for at least 7 years.  

10. Compliance and performance monitoring 
NSW DPI monitors the performance of show societies and sporting events using NLIS database 
reports and provides information to relevant LLS, DPI compliance officers, show societies and the 
ASC. Pooled data is also provided to state and national NLIS committees to monitor the overall 
performance of shows and other stock events in complying with the NLIS. 

9.  Further information 
Attachment 1: Post Sale Summary form for hoof and hook competition (for abattoirs) 

Attachment 2: ASC form for small shows - cattle 

Attachment 3: ASC form for small shows – sheep and goats 

Attachment 4: ASC form for small shows – sighted cattle 

Using the NLIS database: 
• Help tools on your NLIS database account:  https://www.nlis.com.au/   

• Integrity Systems Company Ltd: 1800 683 111; email  info@integritysystems.com.au 

• Your software and IT providers 

NLIS rules, PICs: 
• Local Land Services: 1300 795 299 or http://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/ 

• NSW Department of Primary Industries: http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/nlis 
or  enquiries.nlis@dpi.nsw.gov.au or 02 6391 3511 

Compliance and monitoring: 
• NSW DPI Biosecurity and Food Safety: 02 6391 3511, or enquiries.nlis@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

 

Agricultural Societies Council:  02 9879 6777 or email using ‘contact form’ at 
https://www.agshowsnsw.org.au/contact 

NSW DPI NLIS Policy and Legislation information: https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-
livestock/nlis/policy 

Biosecurity (NLIS) Regulation 2017:  https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-
2017-0231 

Integrity Systems Company - Livestock Production Assurance (LPA):  1800 683 111 or 
info@integritysystems.com.au 

 

  

https://www.nlis.com.au/
https://www.integritysystems.com.au/
about:blank
http://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/nlis
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.agshowsnsw.org.au/contact
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/nlis/policy
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/nlis/policy
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2017-0231
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2017-0231
https://www.integritysystems.com.au/on-farm-assurance/livestock-product-assurance/
mailto:info@integritysystems.com.au
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Attachment 1 

Post sale summary for Hoof and Hook auction 

 

     
Show name   

Show address   

Key contact 
person   

Date of show   

Purchaser’s 
Name   

    

Animal Exhibit 
No RFID (Cattle only) 

No. of 
sheep/goat
s Source PIC NVD No 
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Attachment 2
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Attachment 3 
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Attachment 4
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