
I  &  I  N S W W i l d  F i s h e r i e s  r e s e a r c h  P r o g r a m

Greentail Prawn
(Metapenaeus bennettae)
exPloitation status undeFined

The species is similar to school prawns, but lives entirely within estuarine waters. No detailed assessment 
of stock status has been made.

Background
Previously known as greasyback prawn, the 
greentail prawn (Metapenaeus bennettae) 
is found along eastern Australia between 
about Rockhampton in Queensland and 
the Gippsland Lakes in eastern Victoria. The 
greentail prawn is found in marine, estuarine 
and freshwater habitats. Juveniles have been 
found in rivers up to 35 km from the sea while 
larger juveniles are usually found in areas of the 
estuary nearer the coast in shallow mangrove 
areas. Adults are most common closer to 
the sea in coastal lakes, lagoons and shallow 
ocean waters out to depths of about 15 m, and 
generally moving out of the estuaries in times 
of flooding. They prefer mud substrates but are 
also found on sand. It is a relatively small prawn 
with females reaching a maximum length of 
~13 cm; the average commercial size is less 
than 10 cm total length (TL) and around 8 g in 
weight.

Unlike other penaeid prawns which spawn 
offshore, the greentail prawn is able to 
complete its entire life cycle in shallow coastal 
lagoons. Both juveniles and adults are efficient 
osmoregulators which helps explain this 
unusual life cycle. Juveniles move downstream 
towards the estuaries as they grow and mature, 
and breeding occurs in the marine environment 
of estuaries or shallow coastal waters. Sexual 
maturity is reached about one year after 
hatching, when the male is around 1.6 cm 
carapace length (CL) or 7.7 cm TL, and females  
2 cm CL (~10 cm TL). Spawning occurs during 
the summer, usually around the full moon.

The main fishery for greentail prawns is in the 
Brisbane River and Moreton Bay in southern 
Queensland where it is a significant component 
of the ‘bay prawn’ catch of more than 500 t. 
In NSW, the annual greentail prawn catch 
has recently fluctuated between 20 and 50 t 
with most being landed during early summer 
(October to January). Almost all the catch is 
taken using seine nets by Estuary General 
fishers in the Wallis Lake-Hunter region, with 
small quantities taken in the Estuary Prawn 
Trawl Fishery.
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 scientiFic name common name comment 

Metapenaeus bennettae greentail prawn Also known as the greasyback prawn.

Metapenaeus bennettae
Image © Bernard Yau
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additional  notes
Greentail prawns are mainly taken by prawn •	
seining in the Estuary General Fishery.

The life history of this species is very similar •	
to school prawns, but greentail prawns do 
not generally move from the estuary to ocean 
waters.

Commercial landings fluctuate between •	
years, probably in association with rainfall. 
Catch rates for prawn seining have been 
stable to increasing in recent years.

Effort on this species is likely to have been •	
reduced as a result of the implementation of 
Recreational Fishing Havens.

There is a combined recreational bag limit of •	
10 litres for all prawns.

catch
Recreational Catch of Greentail Prawn

The annual recreational harvest of greentail 
prawn in NSW is likely to be less than 10 t. This 
estimate is based upon the results of the offsite 
National Recreational and Indigenous Fishing 
Survey (Henry and Lyle, 2003) and onsite 
surveys undertaken by I & I NSW.
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Commercial landings (including available historical 
records) of greentail prawn for NSW from 1978/79 to 
2008/09 for all fishing methods.

Historical Landings of Greentail Prawn

0
20

40
60

80
10

0

78/79 83/84 88/89 93/94 98/99 03/04 08/09

Financial Year

La
nd

in
gs

 (t
)

Reported landings of greentail prawn by NSW 
commercial fisheries from 1997/98. * Fisheries which 
contribute less than 2.5% of the landings are excluded 
for clarity and privacy.

Landings by Commercial Fishery of Greentail 
Prawn

Estuary General (Key Secondary Species) 

* Estuary Prawn Trawl (Byproduct Species)
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Catch rates of greentail prawn harvested using prawn 
seining for NSW. Two indicators are provided: (1) median 
catch rate (lower solid line); and (2) 90th percentile of 
the catch rate (upper dashed line). Note that catch rates 
are not a robust indicator of abundance in many cases. 
Caution should be applied when interpreting these 
results.

Catch Per Unit Effort Information of Greentail 
Prawn by Prawn Seining in NSW
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Please visit the CSIRO website, 
http://www.marine.csiro.au/caab/ and search for the 
species code (CAAB) 28 711022, common name or 
scientific name to find further information.
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