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Mantis Shrimps
(Stomatopoda)
exPloitation status undeFined

Species identification issues need to be resolved. Very small quantities are landed and it is unlikely an 
exploitation status could be specified.

Background
There are at least 450 species of stomatopods 
or mantis shrimp worldwide including almost 
150 in Australian waters. Mantis shrimp are 
generally found in shallow marine waters, but 
some species have been found deeper than 
1000 m. 

Mantis shrimp are found singly or in pairs 
hiding in holes and self-excavated burrows in 
coral reefs, rocks, and soft substrates. Females 
lay eggs within their burrows and guard them 
until they hatch. Once hatched the larvae are 

planktonic. Within a few weeks the larvae settle 
to the bottom to build their own burrows. Some 
species of mantis shrimp may grow to a length 
of 55 cm. 

Mantis shrimp actively hunt their prey with an 
enlarged second pair of legs, which resemble 
the front legs of the preying mantis insect. 
They can be broadly grouped into ‘spearers’ 
which use their front claws to spear prey such 
as worms, other shrimp and fish, or ‘smashers’ 
which use their front claws to club their prey. 
They feed mainly on shelled animals such 
as crabs and snails. All mantis shrimp lie in 
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 scientiFic name common name comment 

Stomatopoda-
undifferentiated mantis shrimps (family code)  

Erugosquilla grahami [a mantis shrimp]  

Harpiosquilla harpax [a mantis shrimp]  

Oratosquilla oratoria [a mantis shrimp]  

Stomatopoda
Image © Bernard Yau
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ambush, strike at passing prey and, when 
successful, drag their prey into their burrow or 
hole. Some tropical species of mantis shrimp 
use fluorescent signalling to lure prey. 

Very small quantities of mantis shrimp are 
marketed annually in nSW, mainly from the 
Estuary prawn Trawl Fishery. The recreational 
catch of mantis shrimp is insignificant.

 additional  notes
Species are subject to problems with •	
identification.

possibly several families represented in what •	
are extremely small commercial landings.

Much of the commercial catch came from •	
port Jackson (which no longer supports 
commercial fisheries). 

recent reported landings have been very •	
small (< 100 kg) - annual landings have not 
been reported due to privacy considerations.

Mantis shrimp are a byproduct species in the •	
Estuary prawn Trawl Fishery.

catch
Recreational Catch of Mantis Shrimps

The annual recreational harvest of mantis 
shrimp in nSW is likely to be insignificant.
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please visit the CSirO website, 
http://www.marine.csiro.au/caab/ and search for 
the species code (CAAB) 28 051000, 28 051032, 
28 051036 and 28 051048, common name or 
scientific name to find further information.
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