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Striped Grunters
(Terapontidae)
exPloitation status undeFined

Striped grunter are small estuary/inshore fish caught as byproduct in estuarine and inshore ocean 
fisheries. Little biological information is available.
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Background
Striped grunter (more commonly known as 
trumpeter) are relatively small shallow water 
fishes belonging to the family terapontidae. 
this family includes 30 Australian species which 
mostly inhabit freshwater or estuaries; only nine 
species are marine. to avoid confusion with 
the larger and more commercially important 
southern trumpeters (e.g. the tasmanian 
‘striped trumpeter’, Latris lineata), all members 
of the terapontidae are now referred to as 
grunter.

up to five tonnes per year of striped grunters 
have been reported from nSW estuaries, mostly 
from the estuary General Fishery (~ 80%) but 
also with small amounts from the estuary 
prawn trawl Fishery. Similarly small quantities 

 scientiFic name standard name comment 

Pelates sexlineatus eastern striped grunter Also known as striped trumpeter.

Pelates quadrilineatus fourline striped grunter Also known as striped trumpeter.

Terapon jarbua crescent grunter Also known as crescent perch.

Terapon theraps largescale grunter Also known as banded grunter.

Pelates quadrilineatus 
Image © Bernard Yau

of ‘trumpeter’ are reported from the Ocean 
trawl Fishery but, as the species composition 
is unverified, landings from ocean fisheries are 
not currently included.

the main species in the estuarine catch is the 
eastern striped grunter (Pelates sexlineatus) 
which is found between southern Queensland 
and Jervis Bay on the nSW south coast. the 
striped grunter is a small schooling fish that 
grows to about 20 cm in length and inhabits 
large estuaries, bays and inshore coastal waters 
to about 30 m depth. it frequents large reef 
areas but is also commonly found on smooth 
trawling and hauling grounds. Very little is 
known about the biology of eastern striped 
grunter. 
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At least three other tropical members of the 
family are known from northern nSW: fourline 
striped grunter (P. quadrilineatus), crescent 
grunter (Terapon jarbua) and largescale grunter 
(T. theraps). these species are similar in size and 
appearance to the eastern striped grunter and 
may occur in small quantities in catches from 
northern nSW.

Significant numbers of striped grunters are 
caught by recreational fishers, but due to their 
small size they are frequently discarded.

additional  notes
Colloquial name for both estuary and ocean •	
species is ‘trumpeter’.

catch
Recreational Catch of Striped Grunters

the annual recreational harvest of striped 
grunter in nSW is likely to be less than 10 t. this 
estimate is based upon the results of the offsite 
national recreational and indigenous Fishing 
Survey (Henry and Lyle, 2003) and onsite 
surveys undertaken by i & i nSW.
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please visit the CSirO website, 
http://www.marine.csiro.au/caab/ and search for 
the species code (CAAB) 37 321005, 37 321001, 
37 321002 and 37 321003, common name or 
scientific name to find further information.
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Commercial landings (including available historical 
records) of striped grunter for NSW from 1990/91 to 
2008/09 for all fishing methods.

Historical Landings of Striped Grunters
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