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Managing sooty blotch of citrus
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Symptoms

Sooty blotch is a rind blemish caused by growth
of the fungus Gloeodes pomigena developing
over the fruit surface. The grey to black fungal
strands give the appearance of a light dusting of
soot which can be removed by vigorous rubbing.
The fungal growth is mostly superficial, rupturing
the cuticle but not penetrating the epidermis of the
fruit.

The disease is normally only a problem under wet
and shaded conditions and is commonly seen
during autumn and winter in coastal areas. Mature
fruit on the inside or southern side of the tree
canopy are most affected.

Control

Aregular pruning program will ensure better air
circulation and light penetration into the canopy,
which will reduce the incidence of sooty blotch.

Some control of sooty blotch is achieved in citrus
through the application of copper fungicides used

to control other fungal diseases, such as melanose
and black spot. During wet conditions an additional

application of copper in autumn will reduce sooty
blotch as well as controlling Phytophthora brown
rot and snails.

For smooth skinned varieties sooty blotch will
normally be removed by the brushes in the packing
line. However it is more difficult to remove from
fruit with rough or pebbly textured skin.

References

Beattie, BB, McGlasson, WB and Wade, NL 1989,
‘Postharvest diseases of horticultural produce’,
Temperate fruit, vol. 1, CSIRO, NSW Agriculture.

Whiteside, JO 2000, ‘Sooty Blotch and flyspeck’,
Compendium of Citrus Diseases, 2nd ed., eds LW
Timmer, SM Garnsey and JH Graham, p. 33.

Barkley, P 2004, Citrus diseases and disorders,
2nd ed., NSW Agriculture.

NSW DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES



© State of New South Wales through NSW Department
of Primary Industries 2007. You may copy, distribute and
otherwise freely deal with this publication for any purpose,
provided that you attribute NSW Department of Primary
Industries as the owner.

ISSN 1832-6668

Check for updates of this Primefact at:
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/primefacts

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication

is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of
writing (November 2007). However, because of advances in
knowledge, users are reminded of the need to ensure that
information upon which they rely is up to date and to check
currency of the information with the appropriate officer of New
South Wales Department of Primary Industries or the user’s
independent adviser.

Always read the label

Users of agricultural (or veterinary) chemical products must
always read the label and any Permit before using the
product, and strictly comply with the directions on the label
and the conditions of any Permit. Users are not absolved from
compliance with the directions on the label or the conditions
of the Permit by reason of any statement made or not made in
this publication.
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