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Where in the world is 

Wally the Wombat?  

 
Dr Mike Fleming 
Science Division 



2 

Outline 

 When do you need a scientific licence 

 What is the Atlas of NSW Wildlife 

 How you can access the Atlas 

 How can you contribute to the Atlas 

 How it can help with dreaded Form L 

 



Background 

 Anyone involved in research, education or 
conservation of native animals that is likely to 
cause harm requires a Scientific Licence from 
NPWS. 

 All Scientific Licences require Animal Ethics 
approval from an AEC.  

 Wildlife studies should be carried out in 
accordance with the ARRP guidelines on wildlife 
research. 

 Wildlife surveys must submit all sightings to the 
Atlas of NSW Wildlife. 
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Atlas of NSW Wildlife 

 Database of recorded sightings of flora and fauna 

in NSW 

 Existed in various formats since 1980’s 

 Single largest sightings database in NSW  

 Managed by Office of Environment and Heritage 
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The Atlas contains 

 Sightings of plants, mammals, birds, reptiles, 

amphibians, some invertebrates, some fungi and 

some fish 

 Threatened species, non-threatened species and 

exotic species 

 Over 6.8 million recorded sightings for general 

release (Sept 2013) 
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Limitations to the Atlas database 

 Atlas data is NOT comprehensive, quite patchy across 
NSW 

 Mix of historical and current data  

 Number of recorded sightings does not equal actual 
abundance of a given species 

 Does not record the absence of a species 

 Focus is on threatened species, so common, 
widespread and introduced species are often under 
represented 

 



Accessing Atlas data 

Go to:- 

 

www.bionet.nsw.gov.au 

 

From Environment homepage:- 

 

 Nature Conservation>Atlas of NSW Wildlife 

http://www.bionet.nsw.gov.au/
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BioNet Homepage 
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Public Search 
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Public Search - Species 
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Public Search – Legal Status 
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Public Search - Area 
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Public Search – Submit 
 



Atlas - Results 
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1. Atlas – Distribution Map 



16 

Atlas – Distribution Map of Wally 



2. Atlas – search by area 
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Threatened Species Profile 
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3. Atlas - Download Records 

 Zip file contains two files, text file and a document file 

 Text file containing the data records and; 

 The Atlas codes sheet contains information on how to load data into 
GIS and explains codes and information received in download 
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Atlas - Download Records into Excel 
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Atlas - Submitting Sightings 

1. Observer Name 

2. Species Name 

3. Date of sighting 

4. Location details  

• Location description 

• Geographic coordinates (Latitude and Longitude), or 
Projected coordinates (Zone, Easting, Northing) 

• Datum (AGD, GDA) 

• Accuracy 

• GPS 
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Atlas Sightings Data Entry Spreadsheet 

 A modified Excel spreadsheet for recording species 

sightings that includes validating fields. 

 Setup for Scientific Licence clients i.e. Ecological 

consultants and University researchers. 

 Shows all the fields held in the database. Only a 

subset are required 

 Download from Atlas website 



Wildlife Observations and Form L 

 Records held in the Atlas can be easily 

summarised for annual reporting 

 Procedure category is determined from 

observation type (usually 1 or 3) 

 Numbers of animals is recorded 

 Single data entry process to meet NPWS Scientific 

Licence and AEC reporting requirements 

 

 



A role for AECs 

 Encourage wildlife researchers to submit their 

observations into the Atlas of NSW Wildlife 

 AECs make use of the Atlas for maps and species 

profiles when assessing wildlife protocols 

 Use the Atlas as a source of information for wildlife 

observations when completing Form L. 



  

 

Thank You 
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