Brewarrina Weir

How is the fishway
being funded?

The Western Catchment Management Authority have
allocated a portion of the Brewarrina to Bourke Demonstration
Reach Project budget to address fish passage issues in

the Barwon Darling River between Brewarrina and Bourke
which will be used to construct the fishway. Prior to this, the
Environmental Trust provided $100 000 to assist with the
environmental assessment, design and construction of the
fishway. The Murray Darling Basin Commission has contributed
funding to assist with the monitoring and evaluation of the

fishway when it is built. v
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Any comments or concerns?

DPI is committed to providing continuing
communication with the local community and
agencies and as such is seeking comment on

the proposed fishway. If you have any additional
comments or questions about the proposal,
please ring or address written submissions to DPI
Dubbo office.

Submissions Close: 31 October 2008

David Cordina

Conservation Manager

NSW Department of Primary Industries
PO Box 865

Dubbo NSW 2830
David.Cordina@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Ph 02 6881 1277
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When will the fishway operate?

The fishway will commence to operate when the weir pool
rises near the level of the weir crest, allowing water to cascade
into the rock-ramp, creating a series of slow flowing resting
pools like a long flight of stairs. During this time fish can pro-
gressively move up the fishway by moving between the ridge
rocks and resting in the pools until exiting at the upstream end
of the fishway. When high flows ‘drown-out’ the weir, the water
level downstream of the weir equals that upstream and fish are
free to move over the entire crest of the weir, independent of
the fishway. The fishway will cease to flow when the weir pool
falls 20cm below the weir crest level, therefore preserving wa-
ter levels in the weir pool. During critical times of drought and
low river flows there are opportunities to temporarily close the
fishway, for extended periods of time if required and maintain
the water level at the weir crest.
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Raised weir crest

Section of the existing weir to be modified
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