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Bushwalking 
I’m a bushwalker, what can I do to 
minimise biosecurity risks? 
Whether you are a social walker are more 
adventurous and like to do a bit more 
exploring, there are over five million hectares 
of national parks and reserves that are 
suitable for all ages and walking styles - many 
of these are in close proximity to our major 
population centres. 

Did you know? 
Our environment is at risk from the impact of 
pests and diseases and weeds and that you 
could be contributing to that risk. 

Weeds destroy native habitats, are one of the 
major threats to the natural environment. They 
destroy native habitats, threaten native plants 
and animals and choke our waterways. 

Weeds also have a significant impact on 
agricultural, horticultural and forestry products 
– this doesn’t just impact industry – it affects 
consumers through increased prices. 

As weeds typically produce large numbers of 
seeds, they are easily spread and in some 
cases their spread is outstripping our capacity 
to control them. 

Weeds can be spread by the wind, birds and 
other animals BUT they can also be spread by 
bush walkers as they can become stuck in 

your boots, clothing, backpack, tent or other 
equipment. Similarly diseases such as 
Phytophthora ‒ a plant pathogen that causes 
rot in roots or fruit is easily spread via dirty 
boots, clothing or equipment. 

What can you do to help? 
• Ensure you clean your walking boots 

before leaving areas known to be infested 
with diseases such as Phytophthora 

• Clean your boots of all dirt and weed 
seeds before leaving your walk and if this 
isn’t possible, clean them at home but 
make sure you don’t wash any seeds into 
your garden or drains 

• Clean your clothes, shoes and equipment 
before starting walks in new areas 

• Report any suspect pest, disease or weed 
immediately. 

For information on reporting suspect pests, 
diseases or weeds go to Report a biosecurity 
risk on the DPI website at 
dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurityriskreporting 
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