
 

  

 

OUT22/17198 1 
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Proposed amendment to commercial fishing regulations  
Consultation paper 13 

Ocean Trap & Line Fishery (line east) – automatic baiting machines 

Overview of the activity 

The line fishing (eastern sector) is part of the Ocean Trap and Line Fishery and operates in ocean 
waters east of the 183 m (100 fathom) depth contour subject to Commonwealth marine reserves and 
closures protecting telecommunication cables. 62 fishers are endorsed to use a handline, rod (or 
pole) and line, set line or drift line. The main species taken are Blue-eye Trevalla, Ling, Gemfish, 
Hapuku, Bass Grouper and Big-eye Ocean Perch and the quantity of each that may be taken is 
managed by quotas with the Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for each reviewed annually by the 
independent Total Allowable Fishing Committee or the Secretary of the Department of Regional 
NSW. 

Current arrangement 

On-board automatic baiting machines are prohibited in all NSW commercial fisheries. 

Proposed change 

Allow the use of automatic baiting machines in the line fishing (eastern zone) sector of the Ocean 
Trap and Line Fishery now that key species are quota managed. 

What is the problem being resolved? 

In recent years, management of the line fishing (eastern zone) sector has changed with 
endorsement numbers reduced and quotas applied. Maintaining outdated controls imposes 
unnecessary restrictions that: 

• Limit operational efficiency (and profitability) 

• Compromise safety (spending more time long distances from shore than necessary) 

• Impose inconsistencies in the way different fisheries are managed (fishers in adjacent 
Commonwealth line fisheries may use automatic baiting machines) 

• Impose a burden on fishers and government maintaining and complying with old and new rules 

Outcomes 

The proposed change would deliver the following outcomes and benefits: 

• Improve fishing efficiency 
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• Improved consistency (with adjacent jurisdictions) 

• Safety and social benefits (fishers can return home sooner) 

• Redundant provisions removed, red tape reduced, and reduced burden on government  

• No discernible impact on fisheries resources or the environment 
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