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Dart
(Trachinotus spp.)
exPloitation status undeFined

No detailed stock assessment available. Mainly a recreational species, but there is little information about 
NSW catches.

Species found in NSW, more commonly on the 
north coast, include the swallowtail dart  
(T. coppingeri), smallspotted dart (T. baillonii), 
and very occasionally snubnose dart (T. blochii). 
Commercial catches comprise almost totally 
swallowtail dart but may include an occasional 
smallspotted dart. 

The swallowtail dart is endemic to eastern 
Australia, ranging from northern Queensland 
to the south coast of NSW, and including Lord 
Howe Island. It is a fast swimming, schooling 
fish, often found in the surf darting into waves 
and then back out again just before the wave 
breaks. It has 5 to 7 large dark spots just above 
the lateral line and can weigh up to 3 kg. The 
smallspotted dart is more widely distributed, 
being found north from the Solitary islands in 
NSW, across northern Australia to the Abrolhos 
Islands in WA. It is mainly found on the surface, 
and can form schools of several hundred fish. 
Adults have 1 to 4 dark spots directly on the 
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Background
Dart belong to the genus Trachinotus of 
which there are about 20 species occurring 
worldwide in tropical and subtropical waters. 
Although they are members of the trevally 
family (Carangidae), dart lack the scutes (raised 
scales) along the lateral line that are typical 
of trevallies. Other distinguishing features are 
their long, thin and slightly curved anal, dorsal 
and tail fins. While juveniles are unspotted, 
adults have dark spots along or above the 
lateral line.

Dart are wide ranging pelagic fish found in 
sheltered bays, estuaries, and shallow coastal 
waters, particularly in the surf zone of ocean 
beaches; they are also known to school offshore 
around reefs and cays. Dart do not appear to 
undertake directed migrations, but adults can 
move considerable distances throughout the 
year. Some species have strong bones inside 
their mouths capable of cracking open oysters 
and other shellfish.

 scientiFic name standard name comment

Trachinotus coppingeri swallowtail dart This species constitutes the majority of the 
commercial catch.

Trachinotus baillonii smallspotted dart Likely to form only a minor fraction of the 
catch.

Trachinotus coppingeri 
Image © Bernard Yau
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lateral line and grow to 56 cm and 1.5 kg. In 
general, dart feed on small fish, worms, insects, 
zooplankton, and shellfish. The smallspotted 
dart is known to feed at night on small shellfish 
picked off beach rocks. 

In NSW, dart are occasionally targeted by a 
small number of beach hauling crews in the 
Ocean Hauling Fishery; total annual commercial 
landings can be up to about 15 t, but are 
usually around 5 t. Dart are significant sport 
and food species for recreational anglers who 
fish from ocean beaches and rocky headlands. 

additional  notes
Important recreational beach fishery on the •	
northern and central NSW coast.

The most commonly caught species in •	
NSW waters is apparently swallowtail dart 
Trachinotus coppingeri.

research in Queensland (Mcphee, 1999) •	
on common dart Trachinotus botla found 
that it is a short-lived species growing to a 
maximum of 6 years. It is possible that T. botla 
is synonymous with T. coppingeri.
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please visit the CSIrO website,  
http://www.marine.csiro.au/caab/ and search for 
the species code (CAAB) 37 337076 and 37 337074, 
common name or scientific name to find further 
information.

catch
Recreational Catch of Dart

The annual recreational harvest of dart in NSW 
is likely to lie between 15 and 50 t. This estimate 
is based upon the results of the offsite National 
recreational and Indigenous Fishing Survey 
(Henry and Lyle, 2003) and onsite surveys 
undertaken by I & I NSW.
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Commercial landings (including available historical 
records) of dart for NSW from 1989/90 to 2008/09 for all 
fishing methods.

Historical Landings of Dart

Growth Curve of Swallowtail Dart
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Growth curve of swallowtail dart using parameters from 
McPhee (1999). Lengths are presented as fork length (FL).
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