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Animal Care and Ethics Committee  
A and B

Members                :  21  
Presiding Member :  Prof. Richard Lock
Secretariat              :  Ms Aruna Lobo
Meetings                :   11 meetings /year 
Applications considered : ~18/mo (2012)

Modifications  ratified   :    ~10/mo (2012)

The UNSW upholds the ethical and 
moral issues involved with the use 
of animals in research for 
scientific advancement where 
researchers acknowledge the 
responsibilities with the care and 
wellbeing of research animals.

The University of New South 
Wales



Role of Animal Welfare Officer at UNSW

To facilitate animal-based research at UNSW through 
training and education and to ensure compliance with the 
Australian code for the care and use of animals for 
scientific purposes. 
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Researcher Support – Adverse events (AE)
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Tracking of Adverse Events

Initial Report for Adverse Events - AUGUST 2013 meeting First Follow up Report

Agen
da 
Item #

Date 
consid
ered

Project Chief 
Investi
gator/
Resea
rcher

Spok
esper
son

Date of 
Incide
nt

Date of 
report 

Locatio
n of 
Animal
s

Report 
Details

Post Mortem 
Results

C.I.'s 
Future 
Action

DAC 
Recommend
ation

ACEC 
Comments
/Recomme
ndation

Furt
her 
Info 
recei
ved 
Y/N

Date 
Receiv
ed

Informatio
n 
Received

Date 
consid
ered

ACEC 
Comments/
Recommen
dation

6.1 7-
June-
13,     
5-July-
13,       
2-Aug-
13, 

13/xxx Josep
hine 
Joya

Lobo 1-
May-
13

3-May-
13

UNSW C57BL/6 
mouse #1: 
gradual loss 
body weight  
19%, post-
surgery, 
culled. 
Mildly 
hunched 
posture, 
walking  
slowly, no 
signs of 
dehydration. 
Other 2 
mice in 
group fully 
recovered.

PM# 00 
(3May2013): 
surgical 
wound fully 
healed, 
small 
amount of 
ingesta 
within GIT, 
small 
spleen,  no 
obvious 
gross 
lesions  in 
other 
organs. 
Reduced 
body fat.   
Organs 
collected for 
future 
histological 
analysis.

Will 
provide 
jelly to aid 
recovery 
and 
potentially 
combat 
loss of 
body 
weight. 

Further 
histological 
analysis 
recommend
ed.

Submit 
histopatho
logical 
report.

Y 26-
June-
13

Histopath
ology 
results -
spleen 
and liver.

5-Jul-
13

The 
Committee 
recommen
ds further 
histopathol
ogical 
analysis of 
other 
organs.

2nd Follow up Report

Y 16-Jul-
13

Histopath
ology 
results -
small and 
large 
intestines, 
lung, 
kidney.

2-
Aug-
13

Dr. Joya to 
monitor the 
project.



Tracking of Post-approval conditions

TRACKING SHEETS OF ACEC PROJECTS_ OCTOBER 2013 meet ing

Item 
No.

Proje
ct #

Chief 
Investigato
r

Spokes
person

Month/s 
consider
ed

Further 
Info 

Requir
ed Y/N

ACEC Conditions/ 
Requirements

Further 
info 

received 
Y/N

Information 
Received

ACEC 
Recomme
ndations

App
rove

d 
Y/N

Approv
ed date

Approv
ed till

4.1(a) 12/22
2B

Dr 
Josephine 
Joya

Lobo Monthly 
from 
Mar-2012 
to date

Y Monthly summary 
reports on the number 
and circumstances of 
morbidity and other 
adverse events that may 
have occurred. 

Y Monthly 
reports

AUGUST 
Monthly 
report:  8 
culled due to 
tumour growth 
= or > 1cm

3

out of 100 
mice 
allocated.

Y 16-Dec-
12

15-Dec-
13

4.1 (b)12/44
4A

Ms Aruna 
Lobo

Joya Oct-12 Y When Part 2 of the study 
commences, the 
Committee wishes to 
inspect the first cohort of 
mice that are 
experiencing tremors. 

Y 16-Sept-13, 
Report from 
Dr. Joya:  

Y 18-Oct-
12

17-Oct-
13

not on 
agend
a

13/00
0A

Ms Aruna 
Lobo

Joya Feb-13 Y The investigator should 
report to the Committee 
on the pilot study using 
the first 25 animals 
before proceeding to the 
main study.  

N Y 7-Feb-
13

6-Feb-
14



Tracking of Site Inspections
TRACKING SHEET OF SITE INSPECTIONS - JUNE  2013 meet ing

Ite
m 
#

Facility Contac
t 
person

Inspecti
on date

Inspectio
n team

Date 
consider
ed

Furthe
r Info 

Requir
ed Y/N

Inspector's 
Comments

Inspector's 
recommendatio
ns

ACEC 
Comments/ 
Recommendat
ions

Further 
info 

receive
d Y/N

Date 
Receive
d

Informati
on 
received

Date 
Consid
ered

ACEC 
Remar
ks

5.1UNS
W-
GMO

Aruna 
Lobo

22-Apr-
13

Josephi
ne Joya 
& 
Katrina 
Blazek

03-May-
13

Y Inspection of new   
animal facility 
located at GMO  
rooftop South 
wing. 
Demountable 
building with 3 
holding/behaviour/
quarantine room 
and a preparation 
room housing 
frogs. Open-top 
cage system. 
Individual air 
conditioning unit 
for each room. 
Floor plan 
attached. 
Proposed move 
week of April 29, 
2013.

Patch up the 
holes on the 
wall of all 
rooms (Room 
unoccupied, 
used for 
storage).

Comply with 
the 
inspector's 
recommenda
tions.

Y 14-
May-
13

All holes 
on the 
walls 
have 
been 
repaired, 
re-
inspecte
d.

7-Jun-
13

Ackno
wledg
ement 
letter.



Aspects that work well



Challenges

www.elkawhalan.com

a) Time

b) On-line training modules

c) Other training programs

d) Guidelines

+  Katrina Blazek – Animal Care Officer
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