
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Biosecurity & Food safety 

Compliance team assisted NSW RFS 

with increasing skills, knowledge and 

awareness of biosecurity 

responsibilities, during fire operations 

in NSW. 

 

The resulting training and education 

event was operationalised into 

contextual scenarios to better explain 

the principles of shared responsibility, 

and how their biosecurity risk can be 

mitigated during fire responses and 

other incidents to prevent the spread 

of pests, diseases an weeds across the 

state. 

Background 

In late 2020, the NSW Rural Fire Service 

(RFS), approached Biosecurity & Food 

Safety (BFS) Compliance seeking 

assistance to develop Biosecurity centred 

information resources for their Squadrons 

made up of RFS personnel and volunteers.  

What we did 

The project came about following 

discussions surrounding biosecurity 

responsibilities including the General 

Biosecurity Duty, and how legislation can 

be followed during responses to 

unplanned (fire emergencies), or planned 

(load reduction burn-offs, harvest 

responses, and non-fire related emergency 

responses) activities when responding to 

bush fires and other incidents across the 

State. 

Senior members of the RFS were taken 

through a bespoke Biosecurity Act training 

session designed for Authorised Officers, 

but tweaked towards fire response 

scenarios, pests, diseases, and weeds 

spread occurring through the movement 

of people, machinery and appliances, and 

Biosecurity zones. 

Take home messages, together with 

operational scenarios were further 

developed into operationally focussed 

print materials for awareness and 

upskilling and by RFS members and 

volunteers as a part of the biosecurity 

principle of shared responsibility.  

What was produced? 

Earlier this week, an operational brief, and 

two fact sheets were released, and we 

couldn’t be prouder to be involved in such 

a rewarding exercise.  

It makes for a very interesting read, and if 

you are part of a local brigade or 

squadron, please feel free to communicate 

these resources to your team members. 
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1- NSW RFS Operational Brief  

 

 

2- Fact Sheet- Landholder Biosecurity  

 

3- Fact Sheet – Biosecurity Act 2015  
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© State of New South Wales through Regional NSW 2021. 

The information contained in this publication is based on 

knowledge and understanding at the time of writing (June 

2021). However, because of advances in knowledge, users 

are reminded of the need to ensure that the information 

upon which they rely is up to date and to check the 

currency of the information with the appropriate officer of 

the Department of Regional NSW or the user’s 

independent adviser. 
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