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Background  

The risk to Australia’s animal trade and animal health status associated with the transfer of 

biological specimens overseas for infectious and parasitic disease testing or analyses is real 

and can have significant socio-economic impact in Australia. Issues of concern include:  

1. The possibility of inappropriate overseas reporting of test results suggesting the 

presence of an infectious or parasitic agent not previously known to occur in Australia.  

2. When the standard of testing (the validity of test results) is beyond Australian control, it 

can be difficult to refute test results and ensure that only true and valid results are 

reported internationally.  

When to send specimens overseas  

Specimens should only be sent overseas if testing cannot be conducted in Australia or there 

is a compelling reason to do so. Approval from the NSW Chief Veterinary Officer is required. 

Senders must complete and submit the  ‘Application for clearance to transfer biological 

specimens to overseas laboratories’ for approval.  

The selected overseas laboratories should be accredited by one of NATA’s Mutual 

Recognition Arrangement partners to ensure it operates under an appropriate quality 

system, such as that which applies in NATA-accredited laboratories in Australia (i.e., ISO/IEC 

17025).  

Specimens being tested for suspicion of a disease not known to be present in Australia must 

be sent to the Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural Institute (EMAI) Laboratory, which will 

forward specimens as appropriate to the Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness (ACDP). 

The ACDP will then despatch the specimens to overseas laboratories.  

 

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/693495/application-to-transfer-biological-material.pdf
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/693495/application-to-transfer-biological-material.pdf
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Submitting samples overseas 

If approval is granted to submit specimens overseas, a Material Transfer Agreement between 

the sender and the recipient must be completed and be in place before despatch. Email 

contract.admin@dpi.nsw.gov.au to develop the Materials Transfer Agreement.   

The Materials Transfer Agreement must include: 

• the purpose of the submission, including a list of the specimens and the tests to be 

conducted on each 

• that only the outlined tests for each of the specimens will be conducted 

• that the test results will only be released to the sender 

• that the specimens will not be transferred to another party without the sender’s prior 

consent and until a Material Transfer Agreement between the new recipient and the 

original sender is in place 

• that the specimens will be destroyed after a specified holding period or, returned to the 

sender if appropriate, valid permits are held and assurance provided that the specimens 

will not be used for any other purpose without prior approval. (Note, this requirement 

will not apply when the purpose is to submit to a library or database, or for taxonomic 

identification of an agent that has already been reported to the CVO) 

• that unless specified otherwise, all requirements will be fulfilled without breaching 

regulations and other legal obligations relevant to the Biosecurity Act 2015 

The consignment must be accompanied by copies of the clearance and the signed Material 

Transfer Agreement. The sender must notify the CVO in writing of the details of despatch 

immediately following the despatch of specimens to the overseas recipient. 

Notification of laboratory results 

In the event a test result identifies or suggests the presence of an infectious or parasitic 

disease or agent not known to occur in Australia, under the Biosecurity Act 2015, it is the 

biosecurity duty of the sender to immediately and verbally notify an Authorised Officer.  This 

can be done by phoning the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888.    

If such a result is obtained, the release of the result by the sender is subject to approval by 

the CVO. 

Australia’s Foreign Relations (State and Territory Arrangements) Act 

2020  

In 2020, the Australia’s Foreign Relations (State and Territory Arrangements) Act 2020 was 

introduced to establish a systematic and consistent approach to foreign engagement across 

all levels of Australian government. It creates a scheme that deals with foreign arrangements, 

to ensure that arrangements between State or Territory governments and foreign 

government entities do not adversely affect Australia’s foreign relations and are not 

inconsistent with Australia’s foreign policy.  

mailto:contract.admin@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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For advice on whether an agreement with a foreign entity to send biological samples 

overseas falls within the scope of the Australia's Foreign Relations (State and Territory 

Arrangements) Act 2020, contact the Project Management Office at dpi-

projects@dpi.nsw.gov.au and for guidance on compliance with this legislation, contact DPI 

Legal Branch (email provided on intranet). 
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