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Department of Primary Industries 
Department of Regional NSW 

23rd January 2024 

Unique or Special Wildlife Values Report 
Unique or Special Wildlife Values – Part 4 of the Plantations and 
Reafforestation Act 1999 
Section 32 of the Plantations and Reafforestation Act 1999 (the Act) sets out the meaning of unique 
or special wildlife values. 

For the purposes of this Act, land has unique or special wildlife values if: 

(a) any unique or special wildlife grows on or inhabits the land, or 

(b) any such wildlife is likely to grow on or inhabit the land. 

Unique or special wildlife is: 

a)  any endangered species, endangered ecological community or extinct species, within the 
meaning of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016, being a species of (or ecological community that 
includes) a vascular plant, amphibian, bird, mammal or reptile, or 

(b)  any endangered species, endangered ecological community or species presumed extinct (within 
the meaning of Part 7A of the Fisheries Management Act 1994), being a species of (or ecological 
community that includes) fish. 

Unique or special wildlife does not include any tree or shrub that is planted on an authorised 
plantation in the course of establishment or other operations on the plantation. 

It is a condition of the authorisation that the plantation owner or manager notify the Minister (or 
delegate) as soon as they become aware that plantation operations have or are likely to have impact 
on unique or special wildlife values on the land concerned. Under section 34 of the Act the Minister 
(delegate) is required as soon as notified, or otherwise becomes aware is to arrange for: 

• An evaluation of any such impacts or likely impacts of the plantation operations and 

• A report to be provided addressing matters in section 34(2) of the Act. 

The Minister administering the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 is to be notified of such 
arrangements. 

This document provides information that addresses the matters set out in Section 34(2) of the Act 
and an evaluation of the impacts or likely impacts of plantation operations on the unique or special 
wildlife the Minister (delegate) has been notified or made aware of. The report refers to following. 

Land subject to this report: GR0706P Tuckers Nob State Forest – Compartments 26 & 27 

Date the Minister first became aware/notified: 25th September 2023 
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Report prepared by: NSW DPI Plantation Regulation Unit 

Trees or shrubs planted in the authorised plantation: Eucalptus saligna (Sydney Blue Gum), 
Eucalyptus grandis (Flooded Gum), and Eucalyptus pilularis (Blackbutt). 

Plantation operations on the plantation evaluated in this report: Plantation operations in 
Compartments 26 and 27 referred to in Harvest Plan No. 200002918 (Attachment B). 

Unique or Special Wildlife Values Evaluated 

Table 1: Unique or special wildlife likely to grow on or inhabit the land 

Scientific Name Common Name 

Myuchelys georgesi Bellinger River Snapping Turtle 

Phascolarctos cinereus Koala 

Rhodamnia rubescens Scrub Turpentine 

Rhodomyrtus psidioides Native Guava 

Marsdenia longiloba Slender Marsdenia 

Acacia chrysotricha Newry Golden Wattle 

Subtropical Coastal Floodplain Forest Endangered Ecological Community (EEC)  

A report is required to be prepared evaluating the impacts or likely impacts on USWV when the 
Minister or Department is notified by the plantation owner or manager of impacts or likely impacts 
on USWV or otherwise becomes aware. 

The Department was made aware of likely impacts of plantation operations on unique or special 
wildlife values within GR0706P, Compartments 26 and 27, due to the endangered species, Koala 
(Phascolarctos cinereus) likely inhabiting the land subject to operations. The Department was 
notified by the plantation owner/manager, Forestry Corporation of NSW (FCNSW), of the potential 
impacts of planned plantation operations on the same land due to other unique or special wildlife 
possibly growing or inhabiting the land. Therefore, they were included in this report prepared by the 
NSW DPI Plantation Regulation Unit.  
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The existence and extent of unique or special wildlife values 

Forestry Corporation of NSW (FCNSW) has undertaken an assessment of the existence and extent 
of unique or special wildlife values (USWV) for land subject to plantation operations within 
compartments 26 and 27 of Tuckers nob State Forest, part of authorisation GR0706P. The 
assessment involved searches of relevant databases, field inspection and identification of any 
available habitat for compartments 26 and 27 in Tuckers Nob State Forest. The NSW DPI 
Plantations Regulation Unit verified the findings with a combination of desktop and field assessment 
following receipt of the FCNSW assessment report (Tuckers Nob 026_027 Plantation Assessment 
Report). The following are the findings of that assessment. 

Unique or special wildlife values relating to the Bellinger River Snapping Turtle 
- Myuchelys georgesi inhabiting or likely to inhabit the land concerned 

The existence and extent of unique or special wildlife values relating to the 
Bellinger River Snapping Turtle - Myuchelys georgesi 

The NSW Government’s threatened species profile and the NSW Scientific Committee’s final 
determination for M. georgesi highlight habitat preference for the species is for moderate to deep 
pools (>2m) with a rocky substrate. Eggs are laid in nests at a depth of approximately 170mm, within 
10m of the water’s edge and located in heavily vegetated areas. The species is endemic to the 
Bellinger catchment, with potential for suitable habitat to be present within Compartments 26 and 
27 due to third order stream linkages to the Bellinger River from within the compartments.  

Although there is potential for the species to inhabit areas within the authorisation area, the values 
would be limited to the habitat within buffers required to be retained by the Code. 

No individuals were detected on-site during inspections. 

No historical records of the species within the compartments were identified in GR0706P 
Compartments 26 and 27. 

The extent to which plantation operations are likely to have an adverse impact on 
unique or special wildlife values relating to the Bellinger River Snapping Turtle - 
Myuchelys georgesi 

As per the Code prescriptions for the standards relating to the protection of soil and water, a 20m 
buffer for harvest will be applied to all 3rd order or higher drainage lines in this operation. The 
primary purpose of the prescriptions in the Code are not to prevent adverse impacts to the Bellinger 
River Snapping Turtle (Myuchelys georgesi) but, in this instance, the combination of the Code 
prescriptions and FCNSW not planning any plantation operations to be carried out in these areas, 
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the operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on unique or special wildlife values relating to 
the Bellinger River Snapping Turtle (Myuchelys georgesi). 

Plantation operations are limited to maintenance of one crossing on the land that has potential 
suitable habitat within Compartments 26 and 27.  

Whether plantation operations in all or part of the authorised plantation must be 
prevented, suspended for a period or modified so as to minimise the adverse impact 
on unique or special wildlife values relating to the Bellinger River Snapping Turtle - 
Myuchelys georgesi 

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on unique or special wildlife values in 
relation to Myuchelys georgesi due to the operations being limited to areas outside the land that 
Myuchelys georgesi is likely to inhabit or minimal crossing maintenance on one crossing within the 
land with potential habitat; therefore, the plantation operations are not required to be prevented, 
suspended or modified. 

Unique or special wildlife values relating to the Koala - Phascolarctos cinereus 
inhabiting or likely to inhabit the land concerned 

The existence and extent of unique or special wildlife values relating to the Koala - 
Phascolarctos cinereus 

Koalas have an extensive range in NSW and can be found in most eucalypt woodland and forest 
environments according to the NSW Government’s threatened species profile. 

Koalas are locally abundant in many parts of the north coast, including Bongil Bongil National Park, 
approximately 10km to the east of Compartments 26 and 27. 

No individuals or scats were detected on-site during inspections; however, from neighbour reports 
and historical incidental observations and records, they are known to occur on the land concerned. 

The species composition of the plantation, particularly the presence of Sydney Blue Gum E. saligna 
and Flooded Gum E. grandis, does increase the potential of koalas utilising them as browse trees 
(McAlpine et al., 2023, Law et al., 2022). However, with the retention of preferred browse trees such 
as Tallowwood E. microcorys in General Forest Management (Z4) and Other Hardwood Plantation 
Management Zone (Z5) areas (see Appendix C) and the retention of E. saligna and E. grandis within 
areas being late-age thinned, browse tree species diversity will be maintained across the site. 

Koalas are highly mobile, with home range sizes varying with the quality of their habitat. Home 
ranges can range from a few hectares to several hundred hectares in size, depending on factors 
around the individual koala, such as sex and age, as well as the habitat. Potential koala habitat is of 
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varying quality throughout and adjacent to the plantation. Stands of non-plantation trees, including 
Tallowwood E. microcorys, are in native forest within Forest Management Zones (FMZ) 4 and 5 
(Hardwood Plantation Management Zone). These areas, combined with vegetation protected by 
drainage feature prescriptions within the Plantations and Reafforestation (Code) Regulation 2001, 
are the most common locations of known koala records and have the highest likelihood of current 
koala presence. 

The extent to which plantation operations are likely to have an adverse impact on 
unique or special wildlife values relating to the Koala - Phascolarctos cinereus 

FCNSW have, as per their Plantation Harvest and Haul Plan for Tuckers Nob State Forest 
Compartments 26 and 27 (Harvest Plan No. 200002918), advised that the following standard 
mitigations and operational protocols will be adhered to: 

Standard Mitigations: 

• Connectivity to adjacent habitat: Areas of native forest or non-harvested native plantation are 
present within 500m of the plantation harvest area. 

• Riparian vegetation will be retained on all mapped drainage lines following FCNSW standard 
mitigations applied in plantation harvesting, in excess of the Plantations and Reafforestation (Code) 
Regulation 2001 (the Code) requirements. 

• The area will be re-established with local native eucalypt species as soon as practical after 
harvesting operations. 

Operational Protocols: 

The harvest crew must look for koalas, and evidence of koalas (scats), throughout the operation and 
make a record of this search via plan notes or the MapApp. 

If a koala is located within the Authorised plantation during harvesting the following sequence of 
notification is to occur immediately; 

Crew →Harvest Coordinator →DPI Plantation Regulation Unit: 

The immediate action to be taken; 

The inhabited tree must be marked and a 50m buffer (or greatest extent available) instigated 
around the inhabited tree and a temporary corridor of unharvested vegetation retained (collectively 
referred to as the temporary protection zone (TPZ)) to link the inhabited tree to the nearest retained 
native vegetation. Harvesting operations may then proceed around the TPZ whilst awaiting advice 
from DPI. When the koala has moved from within the TPZ, all available trees within this area may be 
harvested. 

Building on FCNSW operational protocols, a 100m wide standard for the temporary corridor of 
unharvested vegetation retained to link the inhabited tree to the nearest retained native vegetation 
is recommended.  This modification of plantation operations would minimise the adverse impact on 
koalas, should they be present in operational areas at the time of operations being carried out by 
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FCNSW.  The journal article, Response of an arboreal species to plantation harvest (Hynes, Whisson 
& Stefano 2021), attributes high levels of koala survival, in a plantation setting, to spotting and the 
retention of the koala’s tree, surrounding trees, and proximity to adjacent plantations. 

The plantation owner has identified that Stage 1 of the planned operations will be limited to 30ha of 
the 130ha of plantation, with later stages thinning the remaining 100ha, likely in multiple phases. 
Combined with the establishment of the TPZ, as part of the koala prescription condition of the 
authorisation, this will further support the safe temporary dispersion of koalas out of the operational 
areas.  

The clear-felled areas will be re-established with local native eucalypt species as soon as practical 
after harvesting operations. This will ensure the long-term replacement of potential browse trees 
for koalas to utilise as they traverse the local landscape, while also ensuring another rotation of 
hardwood timber crops are established for future harvests. 

With the inclusion of the recommended koala prescription condition of the authorisation, standard 
mitigations, and operational protocols, the proposed plantation operations will have limited adverse 
impacts on the unique or special wildlife values in relation to the koala. 

Whether plantation operations in all or part of the authorised plantation must be 
prevented, suspended for a period or modified so as to minimise the adverse impact 
on unique or special wildlife values relating to the Koala - Phascolarctos cinereus 

For the identified USWVs that are likely to grow on or inhabit the land to which the authorised 
plantation applies, there are modified harvesting measures that must be implemented to minimise 
any adverse impact. 

The recommended modification to Harvest Plan No. 200002918 operational protocols for koalas is 
to include a minimum width (or greatest extent available) of 100m for the temporary corridor of 
unharvested vegetation to be retained. This will ensure there is a clear standard for FCNSW to 
implement in the linkage of the inhabited tree 50m buffer and the nearest retained vegetation. 

Actions within proposed plantation operations and additional mitigation measures will minimise the 
adverse impacts on USWV relating to the koala. 

In the circumstance that USWV relating to the koala are confirmed on-site, further evaluation will be 
required to assess whether plantation operations on all or part of the authorised plantation must be 
prevented, suspended, or modified. 
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Unique or special wildlife values relating to the Scrub Turpentine - Rhodamnia 
rubescens growing or likely to grow on the land concerned 

The existence and extent of unique or special wildlife values relating to the Scrub 
Turpentine - Rhodamnia rubescens 

The NSW Government’s threatened species profile and the NSW Scientific Committee’s final 
determination for Rhodamnia rupescens highlight that the species is known to exist in coastal 
districts north from Batemans Bay in New South Wales to areas inland of Bundaberg in Queensland. 
Rhodamnia rupescens is found in coastal regions in littoral, warm temperate, and subtropical 
rainforests and wet sclerophyll forests, usually on volcanic and sedimentary soils. 

A single historical record of the species occurring within an area of Compartment 27 was identified 
during desktop-based due diligence. 

No individuals were detected on-site during inspections. 

The extent to which plantation operations are likely to have an adverse impact on 
unique or special wildlife values relating to the Scrub Turpentine - Rhodamnia 
rubescens 

Harvest Plan No. 200002918 states that if individuals are identified during operational activities, the 
harvesting coordinator must be notified. Operations must cease in the vicinity until the Senior Field 
Ecologist has determined conditions under which operations can continue. 

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on the values of the land in relation to 
Rhodamnia rubescens as no records were detected and if detected it will be managed to minimise 
impacts. The land concerned is also not the habitat in which Rhodamnia rubescens is generally found. 

Whether plantation operations in all or part of the authorised plantation must be 
prevented, suspended for a period or modified so as to minimise the adverse impact 
on unique or special wildlife values relating to the Scrub Turpentine – Rhodamnia 
rubescens 

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on unique or special wildlife values in 
relation to Rhodamnia rubescens;therefore, the plantation operations are not required to be 
prevented, suspended or modified. 
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Unique or special wildlife values relating to the Native Guava - Rhodomyrtus 
psidioides growing or likely to grow on the land concerned 

The existence and extent of unique or special wildlife values relating to the Native 
Guava - Rhodomyrtus psidioides 

The NSW Government’s threatened species profile and the NSW Scientific Committee’s final 
determination for Rhodomyrtus psidioides highlight that the species occurs from Broken Bay, 
approximately 90 km north of Sydney, New South Wales, to Maryborough in Queensland. 
Populations are typically restricted to coastal and sub-coastal areas of low elevation. 

No historical records of the species within the compartments were identified. 

No individuals were detected on-site during inspections. 

The extent to which plantation operations are likely to have an adverse impact on 
unique or special wildlife values relating to the Native Guava - Rhodomyrtus 
psidioides 

Harvest Plan No. 200002918 states that if individuals are identified during operational activities, the 
harvesting coordinator must be notified. Operations must cease in the vicinity until the Senior Field 
Ecologist has determined conditions under which operations can continue. 

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on the values of the land in relation to 
Rhodomyrtus psidioidesas no records were detected and if detected it will be managed to minimise 
impacts. The land concerned is also not the habitat in which Rhodomyrtus psidioides is generally 
found. 

Whether plantation operations in all or part of the authorised plantation must be 
prevented, suspended for a period or modified so as to minimise the adverse impact 
on unique or special wildlife values relating to the Native Guava - Rhodomyrtus 
psidioides 

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on unique or special wildlife values in 
relation to Rhodomyrtus psidioides; therefore, the plantation operations are not required to be 
prevented, suspended or modified. 
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Unique or special wildlife values relating to the Slender Marsdenia - Marsdenia 
longiloba growing or likely to grow on the land concerned 

The existence and extent of unique or special wildlife values relating to the 
Slender Marsdenia - Marsdenia longiloba 

The NSW Government’s threatened species profile for Marsdenia longiloba highlights that it usually 
occurs in lowland wet sclerophyll forest (in ecotone adjacent to rainforest) with rainforest species 
understorey. This species has a wide geographical range from the north coast and northern 
tablelands of NSW (Barrington Tops) to south-east QLD but is scattered within its range. 

No historical records of the species within the compartments were identified. 

No individuals were detected on-site during inspections. 

The extent to which plantation operations are likely to have an adverse impact on 
unique or special wildlife values relating to the Slender Marsdenia - Marsdenia 
longiloba 

Harvest Plan No. 200002918 states that if individuals are identified during operational activities, the 
harvesting coordinator must be notified. Operations must cease in the vicinity until the Senior Field 
Ecologist has determined conditions under which operations can continue. 

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on the values of the land in relation to 
Marsdenia longiloba as no records were detected and if detected it will be managed to minimise 
impacts. The land concerned is also not the habitat in which Marsdenia longiloba is generally found. 

Whether plantation operations in all or part of the authorised plantation must be 
prevented, suspended for a period or modified so as to minimise the adverse impact 
on unique or special wildlife values relating to the Slender Marsdenia - Marsdenia 
longiloba 

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on unique or special wildlife values in 
relation to Marsdenia longiloba; therefore, the plantation operations are not required to be 
prevented, suspended or modified. 
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Unique or special wildlife values relating to the Newry Golden Wattle - Acacia 
chrysotricha growing or likely to grow on the land concerned 

The existence and extent of unique or special wildlife values relating to the Newry 
Golden Wattle - Acacia chrysotricha 

The NSW Government’s threatened species profile and the NSW Scientific Committee’s final 
determination for Acacia chrysotricha highlight that it is an understory species that is usually found 
on the edges of rainforests and in wet or dry sclerophyll forests. It has a restricted distribution and 
is only found in an area south of Bellingen on quartzite soils. Compartments 26 and 27 are located 
approximately 3 kilometres northwest of Bellingen, therefore the species is unlikely to occur within 
them due to its restricted distribution. 

No historical records of the species within the compartments were identified. 

No individuals were detected on-site during inspections. 

The extent to which plantation operations are likely to have an adverse impact on 
unique or special wildlife values relating to the Newry Golden Wattle - Acacia 
chrysotricha 

Harvest Plan No. 200002918 states that if individuals are identified during operational activities, the 
harvesting coordinator must be notified. Operations must cease in the vicinity until the Senior Field 
Ecologist has determined conditions under which operations can continue. 

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on the values of the land in relation to 
Acacia chrysotricha as no records were detected and if detected it will be managed to minimise 
impacts. The land concerned is also not the habitat in which Acacia chrysotricha is generally found. 

Whether plantation operations in all or part of the authorised plantation must be 
prevented, suspended for a period or modified so as to minimise the adverse impact 
on unique or special wildlife values relating to the Newry Golden Wattle - Acacia 
chrysotricha 

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on unique or special wildlife values in 
relation to Acacia chrysotricha; therefore, the plantation operations are not required to be prevented, 
suspended or modified. 
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Unique or special wildlife values relating to the Subtropical Coastal Floodplain 
Forest Endangered Ecological Community (EEC) growing or likely to grow on 
the land concerned 

The existence and extent of unique or special wildlife values relating to the 
Subtropical Coastal Floodplain Forest Endangered Ecological Community (EEC) 

Based on the NSW BioNet Plant Community Type (PCT) data mapping, the following PCT’s were 
identified within the already protected areas (FMZ 3A, 4, and 5) of Compartments 26 and 27, not 
within areas established with plantation trees: 

PCT 3021 (Northern Lowland Subtropical Rainforest) 

PCT 3165 (Northern Brush Box Subtropical Wet Forest) 

PCP 3161 (Mid North Hinterland Wet Forest) 

PCT 3169 (Northern Hinterland Tallowwood-Brush Box) 

PCT 3171 (Northern Lowland Viney Wet Forest) 

PCT 3248 (Northern Blackbutt-Turpentine Shrub Forest) 

PCT 3252 (Northern Hinterland Grey Gum-Mahogany) 

 

No PCT mapping indicated a presence of the EEC.  

No instances of the EEC were detected on-site during inspections. 

The extent to which plantation operations are likely to have an adverse impact on 
unique or special wildlife values relating to the Subtropical Coastal Floodplain 
Forest Endangered Ecological Community (EEC) 

The proposed plantation operations within Harvest Plan No. 200002918 and the FCNSW assessment 
report highlight that a site assessment was conducted by a forestry corporation ecologist that did 
not find any extent of this EEC present in the plantation area. An inspection of PCT mapping further 
indicates the lack of potential presence of this EEC.  

In the unlikely event that it is found to be present, it will be excluded from harvest, ensuring a nil to 
minimal impact on the EEC.  

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on unique or special wildlife values 
relating to the Subtropical Coastal Floodplain Forest EEC. 
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Whether plantation operations in all or part of the authorised plantation must be 
prevented, suspended for a period or modified so as to minimise the adverse impact 
on unique or special wildlife values relating to the Subtropical Coastal Floodplain 
Forest Endangered Ecological Community (EEC) 

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on unique or special wildlife values in 
relation to Subtropical Coastal Floodplain Forest Endangered Ecological Community (EEC); 
therefore, the plantation operations are not required to be prevented, suspended or modified. 

In the case of an authorised timber plantation—the extent of the direct 
financial loss, if any, arising from harvesting operations on the plantation 
being so delayed, restricted or prevented altogether in order to protect 
unique or special wildlife values 

The extent of any direct financial loss arising from harvesting operations being delayed, restricted, 
or prevented is unable to be determined at this time because no area of authorised plantation is 
proposed to restrict harvesting, other than the implementation of temporary harvest exclusion zones 
should a USWV species be confirmed on-site, however, there would be negligible financial impacts 
as a result of TPZ’s being established. 

Evaluation of any impacts or likely impacts of plantation operations on the 
unique or special wildlife values 

In summary, plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on unique or special 
wildlife values in relation to Myuchelys georgesi, Rhodamnia rubescens, Rhodomyrtus psidioides, 
Marsdenia longiloba, and Acacia chrysotricha. The evaluation of any impacts or likely impacts of the 
plantation operations on the unique or special wildlife values for each of the aforementioned 
species is detailed below.  

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on unique or special wildlife values in 
relation to Myuchelys georgesi due to the operations being limited to areas outside the land that 
Myuchelys georgesi is likely to inhabit or minimal crossing maintenance on one crossing within the 
land with potential habitat. 

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on unique or special wildlife values in 
relation to Rhodamnia rubescens, Rhodomyrtus psidioides, and Acacia chrysotricha as no records were 
detected and if detected they will be managed to minimise impacts as per the prescription within 
the FCNSW Harvest Plan No. 200002918. The land concerned is also not the habitat in which 
Rhodamnia rubescens, Rhodomyrtus psidioides, and Acacia chrysotricha are generally found. 

Regarding Subtropical Coastal Floodplain Forest EEC, the proposed plantation operations within 
Harvest Plan No. 200002918 and the FCNSW assessment report highlight that a site assessment 
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was conducted by a forestry corporation ecologist that did not find any extent of this EEC present in 
the plantation area. An inspection of PCT mapping by the NSW DPI Plantation Regulation Unit 
further indicates the lack of potential presence of this EEC.  

In the unlikely event, that it is found to be present, it will be excluded from harvest, ensuring a nil to 
minimal impact on the EEC.  

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on unique or special wildlife values 
relating to the Subtropical Coastal Floodplain Forest EEC. 

In relation to koalas, connectivity to adjacent habitat is sound, with areas of native forest or non-
harvested native plantation present within 500m of the plantation harvest area. Forest Management 
Zones (FMZ) that include Harvesting Exclusion Zones (FMZ 3A), native forest (FMZ 4), and 
Hardwood Plantation Management Zones (FMZ 5), highlighted in the harvest plan operational map 
for Compartments 26 and 27 (See Appendix C), will enable a safe dispersion of koalas out of the 
operational areas where clear-felling and thinning is undertaken. This will increase the probability of 
koala survival and reduce their energy expenditure and movement distances (Hynes, Whisson & 
Stefano 2021). The plantation owner has identified that Stage 1 of the planned operations will be 
limited to 30ha of the 130ha of plantation, with later stages thinning the remaining 100ha, likely in 
multiple phases. Combined with the establishment of the TPZ, as part of the koala prescription 
condition of the authorisation, this will further support the safe dispersion of koalas out of the 
operational areas.  

Koalas moving through the protected FMZ 4 and 5 areas will also be able to take advantage of 
numerous mature Tallowwood E. microcorys retained within the council road reserve adjoining 
Gleniffer Road. Roses Road is bordered by large, linked areas of FMZ 4 and 5, as well as an area of 
retained plantation, reducing the likelihood of koalas crossing roads if they disperse out of 
operational areas. By ensuring the availability of such areas, only a minor effect on the amount of 
time koalas spend moving can be achieved, reducing the potential impact of operations on 
individuals if they are present in the compartments (Hynes, Whisson & Stefano 2021).   

Located in the southwest corner of Tuckers Nob State Forest, Compartments 26 and 27 are within 
proximity to an extensive conservation network that includes Dorrigo River, Bellinger River, Bindarri, 
and Bongil Bongil National Parks, as well as formal and informal conservation areas on State Forest 
tenure. Native and plantation State Forest adjoins Compartments 26 and 27 to the east and south, 
with land to the north and west being predominantly private tenure that contains potential koala 
habitat (varying levels of connectivity and quality).  

Despite the plantation being within a regional landscape that contains a significant meta-population 
of koalas, stretching from the coastal region around Coffs Harbour to the Dorrigo Plateau, the 
plantation itself is limited in value due to the extent of suitable koala habitat in surrounding formal 
and informal conservation areas and private land. However, it may provide some habitat linkages 
and allow individuals to move through the local area. 

The species composition of the plantation, particularly the presence of Sydney Blue Gum E. saligna 
and Flooded Gum E. grandis, does increase the potential of koalas utilising them as browse trees 
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(McAlpine et al, 2023, Law et al., 2022). However, with the retention of preferred browse trees such 
as Tallowwood E. microcorys in FMZ 4 and 5 areas, and the retention of E. saligna and E. grandis 
within areas being late-age thinned, browse tree species diversity will be maintained across the site.  

Riparian vegetation will be retained on all mapped drainage lines following FCNSW standard 
mitigations applied in plantation harvesting. These form important linkages in the plantation, 
connecting koalas to areas of native forest that have not been harvested or areas that have not been 
harvested since 2000. Riparian corridors also provide koalas with refuge from bushfires (Runge, 
Rhodes & Latch 2021). FCNSW have highlighted that they will protect riparian vegetation in excess 
of the Code requirements. 

The clear-felled areas will be re-established with local native eucalypt species as soon as practical 
after harvesting operations. This will ensure the long-term replacement of potential browse trees 
for koalas to utilise as they traverse the local landscape, while also ensuring another rotation of 
hardwood timber crops are established for future harvests.  

Modified harvesting protocols are to be implemented if any USWV likely to grow on or inhabit the 
land are identified on-site. These include the cessation of harvesting until such time that adequate 
action can be taken to circumvent likely impact on individual USWV. 

The owner/ manager must advise the DPI Plantations Regulation Unit should a USWV be confirmed 
within the harvest area. 

Further investigation may be necessary to evaluate if proposed modified harvesting protocols will 
adequately address the individual circumstances of USWV confirmed on-site and minimise the likely 
impact on those values. 

With the inclusion of the recommended koala prescription condition of the authorisation, standard 
mitigations, and operational protocols, the proposed plantation operations will have limited adverse 
impacts on the unique or special wildlife values in relation to the koala. 

Report outcome 

Plantation operations are unlikely to have an adverse impact on unique or special wildlife values in 
relation to Myuchelys georgesi, Rhodamnia rubescens, Rhodomyrtus psidioides, Marsdenia longiloba, 
and Acacia chrysotricha. 

With the inclusion of the recommended koala prescription condition of the authorisation, standard 
mitigations, and operational protocols, the proposed plantation operations will have minimal adverse 
impacts on unique and special wildlife values in relation to Phascolarctos cinereus.  

The implementation of modified harvesting protocols and the cessation of operations if USW is 
confirmed on-site will alleviate the likelihood of an adverse impact on the values of the land 
concerned in relation those species. 

It is a condition of the plantation authorisation that the owner or manager of the plantation notify the 
Minister as soon as the owner or manager becomes aware that plantation operations on the 
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plantation have or are likely to have an impact on unique or special wildlife values of the land 
concerned. 

The following prescription is recommended to be a condition of the Authorisation. 

Koala - Phascolarctos cinereus 

Where a koala is identified within the proposed harvest area the inhabited tree must be marked 
by the Harvest Coordinator or Crew, a 50m buffer (or greatest extent available) established 
around the inhabited tree. Additionally, a 100m wide temporary corridor (or greatest extent 
available) of unharvested vegetation retained to link the buffer surrounding the inhabited tree 
to the nearest retained native vegetation (collectively referred to as the temporary protection 
zone (TPZ)). When the koala has moved from within the TPZ, all available trees may be 
harvested.     

It is noted that the 50m buffer (above) is double the distance of the koala prescription in the Coastal 
Integrated Forestry Operations Approval (CIFOA) conditions (Clause 75.2 - See Appendix A) and 
more than double the distance outlined in Appendix A, Clause 4.10 (1)(b), of the Private Native 
Forestry Code of Practice for Northern NSW (See Appendix B).  
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Attachment A - Regulatory controls for plantation operations impacting the 
critically endangered Rhodomnia rubescens and Rhodomyrtus psidioides 
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Attachment B - Harvest Plan No. 200002918 
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Appendix 

Appendix  Title 

A Excerpt from Coastal Integrated Forestry Operations Approval 
(CIFOA) - Conditions - Clause 75.2 

B Excerpt from Private Native Forestry Code of Practice for Northern 
NSW - Clause 4.10 (1)(b)  

C Harvest Plan Operational Map Tuckers Nob State Forest 
Compartments TCK 026 & 027 

Appendix A – Excerpt from Coastal Integrated Forestry Operations Approval 
(CIFOA) - Conditions - Clause 75.2 

 

Appendix B – Excerpt from Private Native Forestry Code of Practice for Northern 
NSW - Clause 4.10 (1)(b) 
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Appendix C – Harvest Plan Operational Map Tuckers Nob State Forest Compartments TCK 026 & 027
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