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CHAIR’S SUMMARY 

Council held its 24th meeting via video conferencing on 12 and 13 August 2021. 

The core focus of this 24th meeting of the Council was to consider the applications for 

funding received by the Aboriginal Fishing Trust Fund (AFTF) in conjunction with the views 

provided by the Aboriginal Fishing Trust Expenditure Committee (AFTEC). I am pleased to 

advise that again an independent probity advisor was engaged to ensure that the Trust Fund 

process, particularly in relation to the operations of AFTEC and the Council, was fair and 

equitable. 

Following a community expression of interest calling for applications for funding from the 

AFTF, a total of nine applications were received. The applications were reviewed and 

assessed on the extent of their potential to enhance, maintain and protect Aboriginal 

cultural fishing or provide economic opportunity for Aboriginal communities associated with 

the fisheries resource. Recommendations from the Council will be provided to the Minister 

in a separate briefing for consideration. 

After completion of the AFTF review process, several other business items were discussed, 

including further development of AFTF administrative processes and recent compliance 

matters on the south coast. The Council was also provided with a series of presentations 

including: 

• Deputy Director General, Fisheries, on considerations to develop a framework to 

identify and develop opportunities to increase Aboriginal participation in 

commercial fishing, aquaculture and other related businesses in NSW. 

• Director, Aboriginal Fishing and Marine and Coastal Environments on progress and 

pending release of the Draft Management Plan for the NSW Mainland Marine Park 

Network and Aboriginal engagement, and  a proposed capacity building initiative for 

Council and Aboriginal stakeholder input into harvest strategy development.   

The Deputy Director General thanked the Council for their contribution to support and 

provide advice on matters of importance to Aboriginal fishing in NSW during their tenure  

over the past three years. 

 

 

Danial Chapman 

Chair 

August 2021 


