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HOW THE MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY ANIMAL ETHICS
COMMITTEE UTILISES TECHNOLOGY

+ DISTRIBUTOR is a secure online web based system
used for efficiently disseminating any volume of
documents to any size of group or committee for review
online.

+ DISTRIBUTOR can be used as a tool for simply
disseminating documents quickly to committees or groups
of recipients, saving both print and postage costs, or as a
full online review system for applications or proposals.
Any file format can be uploaded.
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+ DISTRIBUTOR allows you to organise registered
users into committees and groups. You can then
create batches of documents and assign access rights
so that individuals are able to log on to the secure
website and view them.

+ DISTRIBUTOR offers total flexibility in access rights.
It is possible to publish a batch of documents to a full
committee but restrict access to a number of
documents within the batch for particular members of
that committee (e.g. where there is a conflict of interest
or where a committee member is named as the Pl on a
document under review)
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» The discussion forum and online review functions
can be easily set up for a batch of documents. All
protocols can be viewed online prior to AEC
meetings.

* Used for pre-meeting comments prior to AEC
meetings. Progress and final reports are
reviewed using Distributor.

* In the case of the Executive of the Animal Ethics
Committee (a smaller Committee who review only
addition of personnel to existing Animal Research
Authorities), the online review function has

replaced the need for a physical meeting
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ACTUAL USE OF DISTRIBUTOR FOR AEC PURPOSES
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The approval for this studywas from March 2010 to March 2011. The study has notbegun for lack of staff butwe are told itis to begin "ASAP* In view of the time

ST i 1) A to extend the periad ofthe study mooted? Of is a new application needed. If so, is that application
#2011/0057

MS (RO) BEC WHALLEY full approval is until March 2012 (2011 is justwhen the current ARA expires) so this should be ok
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‘ery observant of you though!

Ithink it might be worth puting in the Report forms “full approval duration™ so they have to specify - because | can see by looking up in my spreadsheet when it
DiSCUSSiOﬂ finishes, butth 1d this help, !
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That would be great thanks

I ltwould be helpful. Thanks |
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Fleass selectyour decision status (and comment ifyou wish) on the above by close of business Tussday 5 April 2011

Kind regards,
Bec
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ISSUES IN ESTABLISHING AND
MAINTAINING THESE SYSTEMS

* Very specialised (only two people know how to manage
Distributor, and both are external to MQ) so any changes are costly
and cannot be done within our office

* The process of uploading and downloading documents can be
very slow as it is a webapp and therefore relies on internet
connection speed
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PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

+ Continue to use Distributor until on-line form developed.

* Potential to expand AEC Distributor use in line with current
HREC practice — committee members can post comments if they
are unable to attend committee meetings.
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