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HOW THE MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY ANIMAL ETHICS 

COMMITTEE UTILISES TECHNOLOGY

• DISTRIBUTOR is a secure online web based system 
used for efficiently disseminating any volume of 
documents to any size of group or committee for review 
online.

• DISTRIBUTOR can be used as a tool for simply 
disseminating documents quickly to committees or groups 
of recipients, saving both print and postage costs, or as a 
full online review system for applications or proposals. 
Any file format can be uploaded. 
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• DISTRIBUTOR allows you to organise registered 
users into committees and groups. You can then 
create batches of documents and assign access rights 
so that individuals are able to log on to the secure 
website and view them. 

• DISTRIBUTOR offers total flexibility in access rights. 
It is possible to publish a batch of documents to a full 
committee but restrict access to a number of 
documents within the batch for particular members of 
that committee (e.g. where there is a conflict of interest 
or where a committee member is named as the PI on a 
document under review)
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• The discussion forum and online review functions 

can be easily set up for a batch of documents.  All 

protocols can be viewed online prior to AEC 
meetings.

• Used for pre-meeting comments prior to AEC 

meetings.  Progress and final reports are 

reviewed using Distributor.

• In the case of the Executive of the Animal Ethics 

Committee (a smaller Committee who review only 

addition of personnel to existing Animal Research 

Authorities), the online review function has 

replaced the need for a physical meeting
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ACTUAL USE OF DISTRIBUTOR FOR AEC PURPOSES

Batch list
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ISSUES IN ESTABLISHING AND 
MAINTAINING THESE SYSTEMS

• Very specialised (only two people know how to manage 

Distributor, and both are external to MQ) so any changes are costly 

and cannot be done within our office

• The process of uploading and downloading documents can be 

very slow as it is a webapp and therefore relies on internet 

connection speed
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PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

• Continue to use Distributor until on-line form developed. 

• Potential  to expand AEC Distributor use in line with current 

HREC practice – committee members can post comments if they 

are unable to attend committee meetings.
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