Peel and Namoi Update 17 June 2013 Podcast Script

Annette: Today we are talking with Stuart Bray, Project Officer for the Namoi and Peel valleys, about how the projects that were successful in getting funding in  Round 1 of the Sustaining the Basin Irrigated Farm Modernisation project are going. So Stuart, could you give us a bit of an update on how things are going in your region?

Stuart: Seasonal conditions have been extreme in this part of North Western NSW over the last three months. It’s been very dry, in fact droughty conditions in fact for most people up here. The last couple of weeks has seen a turn around with good falls of rain between 15 to 50 mm of rain being recorded.
Its been good for people needing rain to put in their winter crops and so on , but it has held up some of the Sustaining the Basin projects. 

We have 18 projects here in the Peel in various stages of completion. One a centre pivot near Sommerton, has been completed and is now just waiting for the transformer to be installed so they can switch on the power.

At the other end of the Namoi River, an above ground storage has been delayed for several weeks due to the wet conditions, so that’s disappointing. The other 16 projects are all in various stages of completion with all systems certainly going strong at the moment.

Annette: So Stuart, the project that has been completed near Sommerton, you must be very pleased with that result?

Stuart: Oh yeah, it is a great result Annette, Scott Waters is a fellow that really gets things done and I think he was thinking that it would be completed by the end of June. The actual pivot was up in the paddock by sort of the first week or so in June, now the only thing holding him up is getting power to the site, its going to be operating well ahead of time.

Annette: Fantastic!

This has been Annette McCaffery with an update from Stuart Bray on the successful projects in the Namoi and Peel Valleys funded through the Australian Government’s Water for the Future Initiative. Good afternoon.

